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WILLIAM WALDORF ASTOR
TO WED BRITISH PEERESS

Marriage Likely as Soon as Countess of West-
moreland Secures Divorce from Earl

“he Self-Exiled American Multi-Millionaire Has Been Lav-
ishing His Great Wealth on His Charmer, Much to Her
Husband’s Chagrin—Jerome Now After Race Track
Gamblers, and Hopes to Get a Law Passed to Prohibit
All Betting---Other Bright Bits from Gotham.

(From Our Own Correspondent.}
New York, Jan. 14—Circumstantial re-
ports trom London confirm the story,
originally published in this correspond-
ence, that William Waldorf Astor, the
expatriated New York Croesus, will marry
the Countess of Westmoreland as soon as

marriage ties that bind her to Lord. West-
moreland., Details of the separation, 1t
is said, have already been arranged and
the boundless wealth of William Waldorf
Astor is depended upon to smooth away
sny obstacle that may arise. It is undqr-
stood that the Earl of Westmoreland will
consent to allow his wife to divorce him.
There is no hint of scandal.

Lord Westmoreland and his wife have
been estranged for some time, nnd‘several
years ago he published an a.dvertlse_mgnt|
in the London mnewspapers proclaiming
that he would not be responsible for her|
debts. As a matter of fact, it is stated,!
she was a wife in name only when Mr.|
Astor first met her and succumbed to her
tharms. The Countess of VVestmorelagdi
s thirty-five years old and has two chl}-
iren. Mr. Astor is close/to sixty. Hgs;
\wo children recently married against his
wvishes.

While the earl and countess have been
living apart for a long time they kept up
an appearance of friendliness for the sake
pf their children until last summer.

Countess’ Diamonds, Astor’s |
Gift.

The countess appeared at a fashionable
vcial function in London wearing dia-
nonds and other jewels worth at the
lowest estimate $1,250,000. The earl was
furious. KEverybody in 'society knew that
he could not afford to buy his wife such
ornaments. This occurrence spread, what
had previously been whispered, that Wil-
liam Waldorf 'Astor was in love with the
countess and was lavishing gifts upon her.

of all the women in London. She ap-
pears to be supremely happy. Lord West-
moreland, who is about ten years older
than his wife, is keeping in seclusion.

Mr. Astor has been a widower for sev-
pral years. Should Mr. Astor marry the
Lountess of Westmoreland he would be-'
yome a brother-in-law by marriage of Anna !
Robinson, formerly well known as a
thorus girl on the stage of this city. She
s now the wife of the brother of the
rountess, the Earl of Rosslyn, who was
n actor in this city a few years ago under
the name of John Erskine.

The countess is a sister of the Countess
of Warwick, the Duchess of Sutherland
and Lady Angela Forbes. She is bril-
liant, a splendid horsewoman and rather
wvanced in her ideas. She married Lord
Westmoreland in 1892.

Renounced Citizenship.

William Waldorf Astor was born in the
vity in 1848. He is the eldest son of John
Jacob Astor 3d and a great-grandson of
the founder of the Astor family on this
pide of the Atlantic. As a young man he
took a great deal of interest in politics.
In 1877 he was elected to the assembly
and in 1879 to the senate. He made two
attempts to be elected to congress and
was defeated both times. In 1888 Presi-
dent Arthur appointed him minister to
ltaly. Mr. Astor, embittered at America,
the land of his birth, and particularly
sore at the disposition of the authorities
of this“city to make him pay taxes, moved
to Kngland in 1891. He renounced his
American citizenship in 1899.

He owns Cliveden, one of the show
places of England, for which he paid $1,-
250,000. Besides he has other big estates.
He is owner and editor of the Pall Mall
lsazette- and magazine, and never misses
a chance to say mean things about the
United States. At one time he wrote
that this is no country for a gentleman
to live in longer than a week.

TLord Westmoreland. has a longer and
more distinguished ancestry than William
Waldorf Astor, but he has no money,
epomparatively speaking. When he married
the combined incomes of himself and his
wife did not amount to over $12,000 a
year. He was compelled to sell his an-
restral estate, Apthorpe Hall, to get
money enough to live on.

Among the passengers who arrived to-
day on board the Red D. Line steamship |
bhiladelphia, from San Juan, was Cap-!
tain Benjamin C. Sargent, of the schoouer%
Edwin R. Hunt, which sailed from Hali-|
fax (N. 8.) for Savannah on November|

. P0 and was blown off by adverse gales.!

All efforts to make Savannah provingi'
fruitless she stood away for San Juan, |
where she arrived after being five weeks|
at sea. A new captain was sent out to
take charge of the schooner and Captain |
Bargent returned home. - é

Jerome’'s Gambling Crusade.

‘An effort to end all horse race gambling !
was begun today by District Attoney:
Jerome. He went to Albany from his
home in Lakeville with som: new bills fo:
pamend the Percy-Gray law and change
the punishing effect of certain sections of |
the penal code which relate to bookmak-|
ing and betting. With a dozen other pro-|
posed amendments and these laws passed,
in the opinion of the district attorney it
would not be so difficult hereafter to pro-l
secute violators. Mr. Jerome expects op-
position by the gambling fraternity. It is|

believed, would be to 'stop horse racing
in this state. o

The structure of Mr. Jerome’s bill
makes it evident that his intent is to
make gambling on a race track just as
illegal as in a pool room, with the same
punishment. ;

Section 351 of the penal code makes a
person engaged in pool selling or booking
in any place guilty of a felony, the pun-

{ishment being not more than two years

in Sing Sing or a $2,000 fine. Mr. Jerome
found a section in' the law which &aid
that it was not operative where another
penalty was provided. It was here that
the Percy-Gray law steppad in.

1o Stop Track Betting.

This law provided that where there was
bettingfon a race track the only penalty
was th&_ forfeiture of the bet, and that
there could be no prosecution of the
bookmaker, except in a civil suit to re-
cover the amount of the bet. Mr. Jerome
will try to wipe out this section of the
law. In one bill he aims a death blow
to that section which says that the only
penalty for bookmaking at the track shall
be the recovery of a bet by a civil suit.
In another he purposes -to amend the
penal code so as to make bookmaking at
the track or any other place a misdemean-
or instead of a fzlony, the punishment to
be not more than one year in the peniten-
tiary or a fine of $500, or both.

Relating to these two bills Mr. Jerome
has a bill to provide for the income which
agricultural societies throughout the state
receives through the provision of the
Percy-Gray law. Instead of getting a cer-
tain percentage of the receipts of the
racing association, Mr. Jerome provides
that a certain fixed sum (not designated
in Mr. Jerome’s bill as drawn now) shall

; i
ted $1,000,000 by the death of his broth-
er; Pittsburg Phil, the race track plunger,
is making a trip to California in one of
the most luxurious private cars on -the
Pennsylvania Railroad. He is accompan-
ied by his family and a party of sixteen
of his neighbors living at Westchester in
the Bronx. The party are now in Chi-
cago. They will be_gone until about the
latter part of May, and will visit many of
the leading cities between New York and
the Pacific coast.

He has three chefs, who serve meals en
route, and he has taken along a piano and
a phonograph. On his arrival in each
city of the itinerary Mr. Smith hires the
largest automobile he can find and takes
his friends for a ride to the different
points of interest. The trip, it is said,
will cost about $10,000 and at its conclu-
sion Mr. Smith and his family will go
to Europe.

Wellman’'s Balloon.

A cable from Paris says that the bal-
loon which Walter Wellman proposes to
use in his attempt to discover the North
Pole was shown this afternoon. It is of
the usual spindle shaped form. Herview,
who will pilot it toward the pole, des-
cribes it as a perfectly stable envelope of
three fold rubber, varnished. Its length
is 177 feet, but this will be increased six-
teen feet six inches.

The car is 118 feet long. The motor is
of ninety horse power. The cubic contents
of the balloon are 7,519 yards, compared
with 3,200 yards in M. Lebaudy’s bal-
loon.

Sir Oliver Lodge, speaking at Coventry,
England, yesterday on the subject of the
ascent of man, contended that the human
race was only just beginning to realize
its power, and that instead of being worn
out and effete it was really in its infaney.
The most promising sign of the times, he
said, was the interest taken in the solu-
tion of probloms for the improvement of
the race, mentally, morally and physically.

ESCAPED FROM
ST, JOHN ASYLUM:;
“‘CAUGHT AT SUSSEX

Lewis Atkinson Took French Leave
from the Annex Yesterday Morning
—Will Be Brought Back.

(Special to The Telegraph.)

Sussex, N. B, Jan. 14.—Lewis Atkinson, |
an escaped inmate from the provincial|
asylum, landed here this evening by the
Quebec express and was taken in charge
by Chief of Police McLeod, who tele-
phoned the- asylum, St. John, asking if
they had missed any ome. Their reply

was that they had missed a man from the [t

Annex since(morning, and requested Mr.
MecLeod to hold him until they sent for
him. - .

When Atkinson was questioned where

he came from he said he left a bunch of:
keys on a post and walked off. He said

MUCH FAST LINE
TALK N BRITAIN

Leading Firm of Shipbuilders
and Influential English-
men in Schenie

STRATHCONA’S STAND

Wants a Twenty-five Knot Passenger
Service Across the Atlantic, and
Isn't Particular Whose Scheme It
Is—Willing to Take Stock in Ven-
ture,

¥
(Special to The Telegraph.)

Montreal, Jan. 14.—The Star's London
correspondent cables: / Enquiries respect-
ing the Blacksod fast linz scheme indi-
cates that no bill is before the British
parliament for the necessary legislation
concerning the British-Irish railway and
other connections.

So far as known here the proposéd fin-
ancial basis of the scheme is similar to
that of the Allan’s fast mail contract pro-
posed during Sir Charles Tupper’s prem-
iership—namely, $750,000 from the Can-
adian government and $375,000 from the
British government or $1,125,000 subsidy
in all.

A leading firm of British shipbuilders
are among the prime movers of the Black-
sod scheme. I understand they and other
influential Englishmen have submitted
their plans to the Canadian government.
Lord Strathcona’s attitude of sympathy is
apparently applicable to no one particu-
lar scheme but to any scheme and to any
port which would provide a twenty-five
knot service under proper management.
His view is that the service ,should bz a
purely passenger service quite distinct
from freight service and be aimed to pro-
vide the Canadian route with a line equal
in equipment in every respect to the best
New York service.

Lord Strathcona is persuaded such a
service would be a commercial success.
Indeed, I understand, leading firms here
have received his promise in a private ca-
pacity to subscribe up to $500,000 on clear
stipulations as to quality of service.

Whethsr the Blacksod scheme goes
through or not this co-operative attitude
of Lord Strathcona at a time when Can-
ada is booming here is calculated greatly
to quicken interest in the whole project.
Moreover the emphatic success of the
Canddian Pacific Empress line on the At
lantic is held to prove that a great op-
portunity is afforded for something even
better by whomsower provided.

BRITISH SAILORS
REFUSED PROFFERED
D AND. DADWNED

Graphic Story of German Tug Cap-
tain Who Passed a Line to Doomed
Ship, But They Wouldn't Use It—
Twenty-five Perished.

e

Hamburg, Jan. 14—The captain of the
tug Vulkan tells a graphic story (.xf. the at-
temps to save the crew of the British sl_np
Pengwern, from Chile for Falmouth, which
went ashore off Scharhorn, yesterday.
When the captain noticed that the Peng-
wern was steering directly toward the
Scharhorn reef, he turned the Vulkan
about to warn Captain Williams of the
Pengwern of his danger, but before the
tug reached the doomed vessel she h.a.d
struck and the breakers which were whip-
ped up by the gale and a strong tide threw
her on her beam ends. _

The Vulkan steamed alongside the
Pengwern, actually grazing the st.mnded
vessel’'s side, but the crew, despite re-
peated requests, refused to jump. One of
the apprentices who a.ttem‘pted to do so was
held back by his companions. |

The tug eventually succeeded in passing
a hawser to the Pengwern but her crew
declined to attempt to cross it. In trying
to pull off the wrecked ship the hawser
broke and the Vulkan started tmva_m’ls the
Elbe lightship for a life boat. Before she
returned the ship had been engulfed Dby
the waves and the crew numbering 25 offi-
cers and men, were drowned.

NEW YORK TAES
S, SHGE ST

Assess Her Property at $50,000,000
—Nearly Nine Billion of Taxable

Property in City.

New York, Jan. 14—The total assessed
value of real and personal property in the
city as figured by the assessors this year
will pe about $8,805,219,570.

The Russell Sage estate is assessed at
$50,000,000 and the taxes on it amount ta
approximately $735,000.

ASSESS CARNEGIE
DOUBLE THE AMOUNT
OF ROCKEFEELER

New York, Jan. 14—Andrew Carnegie
will be the heaviest personal taxpayer in
New York. The value of his personal

gaid he will, if necessary, call to public|his home was in Baie Verte but he want- | property has been fixed at $5,000,000, and
attention a “boodle fund” being sent to/ed to go to St. Martins. A guard arriv-|that of John D. Rockefeller at $2,500,000.

Albany to defeat his object.

Mr. Jerome’s plan is to make it a
misdemeanor” to accept bets on a horse
race at the race track, in a pool room, or
any other place. The general effect, it is

ed by the midnight train and will take|
Atkinson back to St. John by the early;
morning train.

Atkinson has been in the asylum for a|

number of years.

Captain Pratt Dirmissed.

Ottawa, Jan. 14—(Special)—An order-in-

council has been passed dismissing Captainl

Pratt, of the cruiser Curlew.

DSEATED BB
N ALLEW

Two Men Find Infant in Basket
Off Waterloo Street

POLICE NOTIFIED

Child Taken to Salvation Army Rescue
Home—Was Found by John Morri-
sey and William Higgins—No Clue
to Who Deserted the Little One.

A strange little protectionist was shelt-
ered for time in central police station
Tuesday night and ultimately found a
home in the Salvation Army Rescue Home
—a baby boy—a tiny infant of a few days
in the world.

As John Morrisey and Wm. Higgins
were going home out Waterloo street last
night about 10.30 o’clock, they were at-
tracted by a noise coming from the alley
near Ungar’'s Laundry. It sounded, they
said, like the cry of a little dog and thay
decided to investigate. What was their
surprise on going down the alley a little
to discover a small market basket out of
which came cries which they were now
convinced were human. On opening the
basket it was to disclose a little baby, tiny
and uncared for, but well, deserted per-
haps that it would not be a reproach to
the mother.

The situation was unique for the men
and they dscided to notify the police. The
basket and its little occupant were carried
to central police station and there the lit-
tle stranger came under official protection.
Policeman McLaren, who was on guard-
room duty; telephoned the facts to Dr. D.
E Berryman and on his advice it was de-
cided to send the child to the Salvation
Army Home wherg it would be cared
for. It was taken there by Patrolman
Marshall. :

The little one was wrapped in. cloth, but
there was nothing to give:any clue as to
who had deserted it in the Waterloo street
alley. Enquiries as to whether any woman
had been seen there with a basket did not
bring any result, but there were expres-
sicns of wonder that any woman could
have placed the tiny bit of humanity in
i such a place on such a night as Tuesday
night was.

COLLINS' TRIAL

ABSuTFiﬂy Witnesses Sum-
moned and Case Promises
to Be Lengthy

GREAT INTEREST TAKEN

Crowds Gathered at Hopewell Cape
and Sentiment About Outcome
Seems Fairly Divided -- Prisoner
Chirpy and Much Pleased at
Women’s Action in Hiring a Lawyer

(Special to The Telegraph.)

Hopewell Cape, N. B., Jan. 14—For the
first time in more than thirty years a
murder case will be tried in the Albert
County Circuit Court, which opens here
tomorrow morning at 11 o’clock, Judge
Gregory presiding. The intense interest
taken all over the country in the case of
Thomas Collins, who is accused of murder-
ing Mary Ann MacAulay at New Ireland,
is shown by the immense throng already
in the shiretown. Tomorrow will no doubt
bring larger crowds here.

His case is eagerly discussed and as many
think he will be ‘acquitted as convicted of
the charge.

No one ventures to predict the probable
length of the trial, although that it will
be a protracted one may be gathered from
the fact that about fifty witnesses have
been summoned in the case by both sides.

Sheriff Lynds told your correspondent
that the prisoner is ‘bright and cheerful
and looks to the outcome of his trial with
confidence. He is, he continued, supplied
with most of the weekly papers. In one of
these which he recently got was the news
that some ladies and gentlemen of Hills-
boro had taken interest enough in his case
to retain Hon. H. A. McKeown, of St.
John, for the defence. When this item
met his eye, Collins asked the sheriff if
he had noticed it and on receiving a reply
in the affirmative the prisoner said that
if it was ever in his power he would do
what he could to repay the kindness shown
him.

Among the pursuits with which Collins
beguiles the tedium of his confinement are
drawing and shorthand. In both of these
accomplishments the sheriff says he is now
quite proficient.

Hon. H. A. McKeown is the only law-
ver yet arrived. Judge Gregory is also
here. Hon. C. N. Skinner, Solicitor General
Jones and-J. U. Sherren were to drive from
Moncton and will not be here till late to-
night. Myles B. Dixon, clerk of the court,
is on the ground.

London Pilgrims to Banquet
Bryce.

London, Jan. 14—James Bryce, the new-
ly apointed British ambassador to the
United States, is to be a guest of the Pil
grims Society of London at a banquet at
the Savoy Hotel on Feb. 6, at which
Keild Marshal Lord Roberts is to preside
This probably will be Mr. Bryce's last
public appearance in England before hie
departure for Washington.

_—

COMPLAIN ABOUT
G SERVICE

Fredericton ‘Board of Trade
Names Committee to See
Manager

FREIGHT RATES HIGH

Will See Railway Commission in Re-
gard to Grievance --- Coadjutor
Bishop, at Reception, Tells Church
of England People to Learn from
Other Communions.

(Special to The Telegraph.)
Fredericton, Jan. 14—Train service on
C. P. R. between Fredericton and St.
John was sharply criticized at the annual |
meeting of the Fredericton board of trade
this afternoon and a committee was ap-!
pointed to -interview Supt. Downie andL
scertain if some improvement could not!
made. ]

FOREIGN SHIPS GOBBLE

OUR COASTING TRADE

Sharp Debate in Ottawa House Over Abolishing
the Privilege ‘

Norwegians With Cheap Help

Crowd Out Canadian Vessels

--Government Considering Bounty on Iron Ships--Sir Wil-
frid Laurier Anxious to Have Waterways Disputes Between
Dominion and United States Settled for All Time.

(Special to The Telegraph.)

Ottawa, Jan. 14—Mr. Lennox intro-’
duced in the house today his bill of last
session to prevent judges of provincial
courts doing any outside or extra work.‘

Mr. Kennedy, New Westminster, intro- |
duced a bill to amend the railway act so |
that parties could recover damages, by
sparks from locomotives, for any property
destroyed. The act now confines this to,
crops, line fences, buildings and their con- |
tents. ;

R. L. Borden said that he had a com-|
plaint from four Canadian sailors who

first place a Norwegian would work for
very much less wages than a Canadian.
He would live on food that a Canadian
would not eat. They were engaged at a
rouple of years or so at $8 a month. Nor-
wegians brought all their food with them
or food stores.

He read a letter from the manager of _
the graving dock at Halifax stating that
although they offered a less price to make
repairs to a Norwegian vessel the owners
took her to New York because they could
get a cargo there instead of leaving o few
dollars in the country from which they got
their money.

Canada spent millions on her harbors

President John J. Weddall, presided at were seized in a small boat belonging tO!and why should foreigners get all the ad-

the meeting and among those present
were: F. B. Edgecombe, C. Fred Chestnut,
Geo. Y. Dibblee, Geo. W. Hodge, J. D.|
Phinney, William Lemont, W. L. McFar-;
lane ;and others. i

The president in his annual report
showed that the city had enjoyed a fair
share of tourist travel during last year.
and the outlook for the future was con-!
sidered bright. Statistics were given to|
show that the government receipts from
the sale of game licenses for the past ten |
years had reached $120,000 and it was es-!
timated that $1,000,000 had heen left in,
the province during that period by visit-
ing sportsmen.

The report of the treasurer of the tour
15t committee showed an expenditure dur-
g the year of $1,948, leaving a balance
on hand of 59 i |

The election of officers for the ensuing !
year resulted as follows: President, George
Y. Dibblee; ' vice-president, George W.
hodge; treasurer, Matthew Tennant; sec-
retary, J. W. McCready; council, C. F.
Chestnut, F. B. Edgecombe, William Le-
mont, G. W. Hodge, J. D. Phinney, W.
E. Farrel, J. H. Barry, J. S. Neill, J. S
Scott, John Palmer, A. H. F. Randolph,
J. J. Weddall and W. L. McFarlane;
tourist committee, C. Fred Chestnut, F.
B. Edgecombe, J. W. McCready, R. P.
Allen, J. 8. Nejll. :

Secretary McCready said that a com-
munication had been received from a resi-
dent of Tracy Station complaining that
evening trains. did not stop there, much
to the inconvenience of residents.

Complaint Against O. P. R.

Mr., McCready also complained that the!
train service on the C. P. R. between St.!
John and Fredericton was not what it|
should be. ;

The cars, he said,were usually in a filthy
condition and he saw no reason why the
company should not have them cleaned.
He thought the patrons of the road were
entitled to better train accommodation.

After some discussion a committee was
appointed to bring the matter to the
notice of Supt. Downie. The committee
will also ask for improvement in the ser-
vice on the Gibson branch.

There was some discussion in regard tc
discrimination against Kredericton in the
matter of freight rates from points west
of Montreal and a committee was ap-
pointed to lay the matter before the rail-
way commission.

Bishop Richardson was tendered a re-
ception in the church hall this evening
by the ladies of the cathedral and St.
Ann’s Guild. There was a large attend-~
ance and the affair passed off very pleas-
antly. Rev. Sub-Dean Street opened the
proceedings with a few remarks, explain-
ing the object of the gathering. On behalf
of the ladies he presented the coadjutor
with a beautiful bouquet of flowers for
Mrs. Richardson. :

The formal reception then took place,
those composing the audience being pre-
sented to the new bishop by Sheriff Sterl-
ing. An orchestra from.the Fredericton
brass band furnished music and the ladies
of the guild served refreshments. At the
close of the reception the bishop coadjutor
made -a short address, returning thanks
for the welcome tendered him. Ie was
glad to see representatives of other
churches present and he hoped they would
be able to work together in harmony for
the general good. Addressing the churchj
people  he hoped they would get it into
thdir heads that it was possible for them
to learn something outside of their own
communion. It was well that they should
make the best of the grand traditions of
the past, but they should bear in mind
that they could not live ‘on that alone.
Until the Church of England fitted itself
to the new conditions it couldn’t take its
share in the work of developing this noble
country. :

The bishop’s remarks were very heartily
applauded. The pastors of the Method-
ist, Presbytertan and two Baptist churches
were present at the function and came
in for a most cordial welcome.

LITTLE HOPE OF SAVING
STRANDED CLYDE LINER

Chatham, Mass., Jan. 14—An ineffectual
attempt was made today by the revenue
cutter Gresham to. drag the stranded
Clyde line freight steamer Onondaga from
Urleans Beach, on which she grounded
early yesterday morning. At high tide
this noon the Gresham sent one of her
heaviest hawsers on board the Onondaga
and tugged at it for nearly an hour. The
vessel scarcely moved a foot in her bed
of sand.

The Onondaga remained in the same
position as yesterday and there was no
further heaping up of the sand.

The vessel has on board a considerable
quantity of boots, potatoes and miscellan-
eous freight as well as three racing auto-
mobiles bound for the coming contest at
Ormond (Fla.)

It is feared, however, that the Onondaga
has become so far inbedded in the sand |
that a dozen tugs and cutters will not be,
able to float her and that she will have;
to be broken up on the beach as old
Jjunk,

the Alice Gertrude and thrown into prison
at Montevideo.

Mr. Brodeur replied that these men had
been released. The government had taken
the matter up with the imperial authori-
ties with the result that the men were
set free. .

Mr. Roche (Halifax), said that he had
8 letter somewhat similar to Mr. Borden’s
but by the time it reached him the men
were released.

Mr. Schafiner inquired if any swamp
lands or other lands adjacent to lake!
Manitoba -been leased to any person or
persons during the past eighteen months
tor sporting or other purposes.

Mr. Oliver—None.

Mr. Vaterson said that the amount of!
coal from Canadian mines brought to the!
port of Montreal in British vessels was
384,102 tons and in foreign vessels 1,085,

0.

Motor Cars a Great Saving.

In reply to Mr. Martin (P. E. 1.), Hon.
Mr. Emmerson said the department of
railways had decided to use motor cars in
connection with P. E. I. railway. They
would be first tested on the I. C. R.
branches. He expected that by 'the use
of these cars a saving of 50 per cent would
be-: effected.

Replying to Mr. Martin (P. E. 1.), Mr.
Fisher said that very satisfactory progress;
wag being made by the tuberculous cat-
tle brought up from the experimental farm
at Nappan (N. 8.) and now taking the
open air cure. :

Mr. Fisher also stated that it was not
the intention of the government to bring
in legislation this session to carry out the
resolution passed at the Dominion Horti-
cultural Council last March with regard
to the legal barrel.

Mr. Ames was informed that the total
cost to the government in connection
with the purchase of the G. T. P. surveys
east of Winnipeg was $352,794. No further
payments were to be made, and no further
surveys purchased.

‘The Kentville Range.

Sir Frederick Borden informed Mr. Fos-
ter that 525 acres, including Aldershot
camp ground and rifle range, were taken
by the government. It was expropriated
from B. H. Dodge. The price asked was
$19,110. The .vendors paid $7,000. The
government offered $20 per acre, amount-
ing to $12,460 for the 623 acres. T. P.
Calkin, Kentville, and W. R. L. Foster,
North Kingston, valued the property at
$20,590. The vendors claimed $45,000 be-
fore Referee Crawley and he allowed $38,-
125. Judge Burbidge allowed $22,649. The
case was taken to the supreme court and!
judgment was given for the amount ten-
dered by the government $12,460 with in-
terest and without costs in the exchequer
court.

The Ross Rifle.

Col. Worthington, of Sherbrooke,moved
for a return in regard to the efliciency
of the Ross rifle. What the people would
like to know was whether the Ross rifle
was as good as could be obtained. The
price was high. Although the arm had
been placed in the hands of marksmen
none of them was enthusiastic over them.
1t had many drawbacks, including ac-
curacy at Jong range. The Ross rifle was
inferior to the new Springfield rifle of the
United States, although it cost a third:
more.

Sir Frederick Borden went into the
whole matter very fully. He quoted the
opinion of the board 'that tested the Ross
and Lee-Enfield rifles together. The Ross
arm’ came out first. The minister read
letters from Col. Sam Hughes and Col.
Anderson, who spoke very strongly in!
favor of the rifle. Sir Frederick admitted '
that there were defects in the Ross rifle. |
Experts from the British’ army were em-
ployed. The difficulties were considered
and the means of remedying the trouble
was found out. Sir Frederick read a re-
port to show that there were more de-
tects in the Lee-Enfield than in the Ross
rifle.

The minister " said that a new supply
would be given to the mounted police for
the detective ones that werc returned.
‘I'nere would be no extra cost to the de-
partment.

Mr. Bergeron and Mr. Foster discussed
the matter at some length, after which
the motion for papers was passed.

To Abolish Foreign OCoasting
Privileges.

bPr.
tion:

“That the government of Canada should
take such steps as will secure for Canada
the cancellation of existing coasting privil-
eges now enjoyed by foreign countries,un-
der imperial treaties, and to that end
should open negotations with the imperial
government with a view to the abrogation
or amendment of such treaties.” :

He was told that Americans did most
of the coasting trade on the Pacific coast.
He was not familar with the subject him-
self. Turning to the Atlantic coast he said
that the Norwegians had driven the Nova
Scctia vessels from the sea. One firm had
forty vessels in the coal trade. And why
was it that Norway bad done this? In the

Black moved the following resolu-

vantage? The remedy-he proposed was to
cancel the privilege now given to foreign
bottoms and to give them a license - for
coast trade.

Wants Bonus to Iron Ships.

In addition to this there should be gov-
ernment assistance to the shipbuilding in-
dustry. There ought to be a bonus to iron
ships. He read the resolution of the Mari-
time  Province Board of Trads on the sub-
ject and also a resolution from the Toronto
branch of the army and navy league in
favor of a national maritime policy.

Mr. Laurence (Colchester), gave figures
to show the decline of shipbuilding in the
maritime provinces. The carrying trade of -
Canada was going to foreign countries and
Britain. Canada had omly 12 per cent of
her own water carrying trade. This was
the result of our own laws by ourselves
and therefore some relief ought to be given
by parliamsnt. It was with that view that
it was brought forward. ‘

Hon. Mr. Paterson, minister of customs,
said it was question of great importance.
The government had it under considera-
tion for some time. The ordar-in-council

! giving this privilege to Norway was passed

because of treaties with which Britain was
connected. He was happy to say that as
far as he could answer from the imperial
government, it was extremely doubtful if
any of those treaties were' binding upon
Canada now, whatever they might have
been in the past. If that-were correct then
these orders-in-council granting the coast-
ing privileges to foreign countries could be
cancelled. That was a subject which the
dominion government would have to de-
cide. The government was also considering
the question of aiding shipbuilding and had
been so doing for some time.

R. L. Borden supported the resolution.

Mr. MacDonald (Pictou) went very fully
into the question, and said that it would
only be proper to give a reasonable notice
to morway béfore withdrawing the coast-
ing privileges. The whole question should
be submitted to the colonial conference
so that the jurisdiction of the dominion
hereafter might be clearly defined so_that
power of parliament to deal with the
whole subject should be properly deter-
mined. As to the wisdom of granting a
bonus for shipbuilding so as to establish
a Oanadian marine he heartily endorsed
it.

Dr. Stockton said that a good many of
.Canadian ships were ran under the Brit-
ish tlag. There was a fleet in St. John.

Mr. MacDonald—We have a fleet in
Fictou. i

Mr. Fielding pointed out that it was
not merely a question between Canadian
and foreign vessels. The real decay of
the shipbuilding industry in the maritime
provinces was due to the change from the
wooden ship to the iron and from tHg iron
to the steel. The maritime trade was in.
wooden ships. In regard to Norway, I
agreed with Mr. MacDonald that if the
privilege was withdrawn there should be
reasonable notice. But if foreign ships
were excluded it did not follow that the
trade would go to the Canadian ships.
The British registered ship would come
in. Unless the principle was adopted of
taxing British ships, he saw no way of
accomplishing what. was desired unless
by granting a bounty. This would not
alone benefit the shipbuilding trade in the
maritime provinces but on the Gtreat Lakes
and the Pacific as well.

Mr. £mmerson spoke, in favor of the
resolution. l

Mir. Foster taunted the government with
adopting the policy of protection, of the
Conservatives, which the latter consistent-
ly pursued.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier said that even free
trade countries tried to retain its coast-
fag trade but the late government passed
an order-in-council admitting foreign ves-
sels to crowd out its own.

Dr. Black said that as his object had
been accomplished in bringing the matter
before the house he asked leave to with-
draw the resolution, which was granted.

Niagara Falls Water.

Mr. Lancaster called attention to the
proposed arrangement by the Internation-
al Waterways Commission with regard {o
the apportionment of the water of Niagara
Falls and river. The commission racom-
mended that the supply of water for do-
mestic uses should be limited to 28,500
cubic feet per second on the American
side and 56,000 cubic feet on the Canadian
side. Dr. Spencer’s report was that Canada
was not ouly entitled to. 9-16ths of the
quantity of water passing over the falls
but to at least 75 or 80 per cent, and that
the United States were only entitled to at
the most 20 or 25 per cent, instead of
7-16ths. The waterways commission dealt
with the matter without consideration as
to the location of the boundary and there-
fore “that Dr. Spencer’s report be com-
pleted without delay so that the real facts
might be known.

He moved for the correspondence and
said that if Canada was not careful it
would have another Alaska business on
its hands. I1f Dr. Spencer were correct
Canada would lose 1,800,000 horse power.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier said that there
would be no objection to the correspond-

(Continued on page 7, third column.)
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