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CANADIAN NAVY BILL IN PARLIAMENT,
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These features of the case may be discovered when the
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the case is complete and confessed so far as concerns
the payment of $5,000 by the Government for a wharf that
was for sale at $700.
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The Halifax Chronicle thinks that it has discovered
a political party in Canada which {s willing to contribute
money to the naval defence of the Empire, but refuses to
offer men to sail and fight in the ships. Whereupon
it rolls its eyes in a kind of fine frenzy and compares
these politiclans to those who in other days hired Hes-
sian and Swiss mercenaries to do their fighting,

We do not know of any public men who advocate
the programme which the Chronicle discusses in this
wise, Those who believe that Canada should bave
paid for a Dreadnought would certainly not oppose the
idea of Canadian men serving on the ships that Cana-
dian money bought. But whether the ships are built
in Canada or Britain, the service will be open on ‘even
terms to men from both sides of the Atlantic.

So we should suppose. But perhaps the Chronicle
expects to find in the naval bill a condition that no per-

CANADIAN OR BRITISH,

the Canadian fleet. If that is the provision there will
be some point in the Chronicle’s tirade. Otherwise the
point is missing.

Perhaps the Chronicle can tell us what percentage
{of Canadian-born are found among the private
soldiers of the permanent force now stationed at
Halifax,
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THE STANDARD.

Mr. James H.
Standard, who has since last

Crocket, of The

March given his attention

managing dirvector

gnation in order that he may

devote his time more fully to the Fredericton Gleaner.
Mr. Crocket now finds it possible to carry out his
original intention to withdraw from the management
after the organization should be completed and the
business in good running order. This ecircumstance
furnishes occasion for the Telegraph to supply the
misinformation that “The Standard has not proved a

ancial success,” and that “there have been many dark
ors in regard to the future of The Standard, but
‘so far they have not been found to be authentie,” If
the Telegraph finds it an agreeable diversion from its
own financial activities to add to the rumors that are
not authentic, there is no objection on the part of this
journgl, The Standard’s success at the present early
its history the expectations of its
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THE TRUE DISCOVERER,

Commander Peary will now get part of his due, but
he bhas been cheated of a portion of the fame he made
his own. 'The world does not keep up applause over a
great achievement so long that a man can easily afford
to lose the first and best of it, Commander Peary
coming from the polar conquest, trailing clouds of glory,
found the civilized world already heaping its honors
on another, Dr, Cook said that there was glory enough
fog two, and this might have been so had the two been
coprades, or even friends, or had their claims been
uiglisputed.  As it worked out the dispute between the
t claimants diverted public attention from the achieve-
mdt itsell. Commander Peary lost his chance io BO
fn 2 triumphal lecture tour while his fame was fresh,
and the fortune which he would have made has been
greatly reduced, It may be that a few people, seeing
how a record may be faked will have doubt about the
Benuhieness or accuracy of Peary’s clalm, though it has
passed the examination of a society ‘ot experts. Com-
ander Peary Is now officially recognized as the trise dis
coverer of the Pole, but his fame will shine with 8 milder
. ¥adiance because Dr, Cook crossed his orbit,
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THIS 18 A CONFESSION,

|and sorrow.

founders. It is not yet making anybody rich, but has es-
tablished itself as a journal which the people buy and
read and believe, and the future of such a paper is
well assured.

SHIPS AND SHIP MONEY,

The London Telegraph's naval expert points out
that the comparison between the number of German
and the British Dreadnoughts “building” is always mis-
leading. If Germany has the same number under con-
struction as Britain, the latter country is making the
greater progress, This is because Great Britain builds
a Dreadnought from start to finish in less than two
years, while in Germany it takes three years.. Therefore
when the two nations are turning out the same number
of ships each year, Germany would have three on the
stocks for Britain’s two. The Telegraph writer attrib-
utes a large part of the German navy scare to the
failure to observe this important fact.

In the opinion of this writer, Britain can keep the
lead in spite of all that Germany can do. She can
build ships in more places and build them more rapidly.
But of course there is the additional question of paying
for them, This is the problem that confronts the Brit-
ish taxpayer, as it does the German. It is the cause
of the oppressive features of the budget. It turns the
attention of the people to the expedient of customs
taxes. 8hip money must be found now as three cen-
turies ago, and those who go in search of it find trouble

MR. ASQUITH REASSURED.

Mr. Asquith says that Great Britain need have no
fear of German naval superiority. Britain is safe to
hold her lead for next year and the year after,

This is quite encouraging., But it was Premier As-
quith, Mr. Haldane and Sir Edward Grey, his leading
ministers dealing with military and foreign affairs, who
promoted the scare by telling of the German programme,
and picturing in the language of panic the possible con-
sequences. The message of re-assurance was due from
the chief promoters of the fright.

When the danger speeches were made the Lloyd-
George budget was to be defended. Nothing short of a
war scare could justify such a budget at that time.
Now the agitation has gone beyond the limits proposed
and the ministers are applying soothing remedies,

A SPIRITED PARTY.

The Conservatives of Lunenbutg, who were defeated
in a provincial by<lection a few weeks ago, took the
field again immediately in a federal by-election. They have
again failed, but only by some 250 majority, which was
a rather clage vote for that riding, This fight was
certainly worth making and is a splendid example of
the kind of courage and persistance which in the end
makes victory sure. The Opposition captured the town
of Lunenburg and divided Bridgewater. Had they won
the election these Conservatives of Lunenburg would
have been overwhelmeéd with praises and congratula-
tions. They are no less deserving because they came
a little short of victory.

People are taking notice of the fact that in the
competitive appointments mado to the Third Division
in the elvil service by the commissioners 27 of the 57
went to women. 'The Montreal Gazetto sees in this a
prospect of a large incremse in the number of clever
women seécking admission to the service, seeing that the
law allows them the same pay as men. But it should
not be forgotten that while the Third Division is open
to both sexes, n may net for iti in
the two higher ranks.  Ndturally this tends to increase
the proportion of clever girls who compete in the one
divislon open to them. ’
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Price, - $1.00 each
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60 of these Pocket Flash
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Special Prices,
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41 KING STREET

GHRITMAS
HYMNOLOGY

A correspondent writes:

“In your issue of December 18 there
was an article upon Christmas hym-
nolegy which contained some inac-
curacies of statement that I feel im-
pelled to call your attention to,

The writer says of the Latin hymn
for Epiphany by Prudentius: “The
English version of this hymn is by an
American hymnologist, Edmund Cas-

well.” 1t is by the English translator
Edward Caswall. Canon Oakley the

writer calls
continues:
“There are two more carols by Am-
erican authors, Mrs. Alexander's
“Once in David’s Royal City,” and
John Cawood's “Hark, the Sound of
Holy Volces!”

“Neither of these writers was Am-
erican. Mrs. Alexander, who wrote
400 hymns, mostly for children, was
born in Ireland and was the wife of
the Bishop of Derry, and John Cawood
was an Englishman. His hymn here
referred to is “Hark, What Mean
Those Holy Voices?"

“The opening lines of Wesley's
famous Christmas hymn are not:

“Father Oakley.” He

“Hark, the herald angels sing
Glory to the new born King.”

The correct lines are:

“Hark, how all the welkin rings
Glory to the King of Kings.”

The writer also speaks of “Char-
lotte Elliot, the bedridden poetess.”
Charlotte Elliott, to whom he refers,
was not bedridden. Her sister said
of her:

“From early years she was more or
less an invalid, and consequently her
life was one of much seculsion, offer-
ing but few incidents and little vari-
ety. Her life was a hidden one. She
always rallled during the summer
months and was able to pay visits to
friends at a distance.”

At intervals she visited Normandy,
Paris, Scotland; travelled for months
one year after another here and there,
on the Continent or in Switzetland,
and made long visits to different parts
of England.

PROBATE COURT.

Estate of James Donahue,
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 MARRIAGES,

McFarland-Lisson—At Tri church,

Bussex on Wednesd: Dec. 1st,
1909, by Rev. Canom S@¥vil Neales,
M. A, Wm, Aiken

DEATHS. 7

Vassie~On the 21st inst, at 28

Mecklenburg St., Charlotte, young-

est daughter of the late William

Vassie, age 22 years.

Funeral from residence on Thursday
at 2.30 o'clock to St. John’s Stone

church.

Hilyard—-At his residence 222 Douglas
Avenue, at 12 o'clock noon, on Wed-
nesday, Dec. 22, Henry Hilyard, ag-
ed 62 years,

Funeral from his late residence on
Friday, at 230 o'clock. Service at
Bt. Luke's church.

——— iy

DEATHS, X

v

" Mrs. Wm. Alterton, |

Word was received yesterday of
the death at her home in Jacksenville,
Carleton county, of Mrs, Wm. Alter-
ton, a sister of the late Sir 8. L. Til
ley. Mrs. Alterton on the 8th of this
month celebrated her 90th birthday.
She is survived by two sisters, Mra.
T. B. Hanington, of this city and Mrs.
Harrison, wife of Rev. George Harri-
son, of Quebec, also by & latge fam-
fly of children and grandchildren.
Mrs. Alterton for the past twenty
years has made her home with her
son-in-law, Mr., Samuel Harper, at
Jacksonville, She is remembered by
a few of the older citizens of St. John.
In the section where she lived Mrs.
Alterton was held in high esteem.
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RINGS

For Christmas Gifts

A handsome ring is always
an acceptable gift for a lady
and a diamond ring is natural-
ly the one most to be desired.
Our stock includes no poor col-
or, badly flawed stones. We buy
only the better grades of fine

Bolitaire Diamonds, $20, $25,
$30, $40, $45, $60, $55, $ 1
fine white stones very
up to $300.
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H. H. McLEAN, President.
Atlantic Standard Time.
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