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“Mamma !" Rufy's voice was a little hurt.
please 7"

“I'd ruther you would find it out yourself, dear. Basides’
now it is time to get the kindlings and a pail of water. It
is almost supper-time.”

“Oh, I don't like to get kindlings one single bit!” Rufy
grumbled, softly. “Besides, there aren't any chopped
mamma. [ didn’t “chop a kindling yesterday or day
before.”

“No, dear, | know.”

“And the pump's so far off ! 1 wish one grew in our
door-yard! Oh, dear, and | s'pose you'll say it'’s feed-the-
chiokens-time, too 1" ‘

“Yes, dear.”

But Rufy did not move

“What is it,

In a minute more he had for-

gotten alt-about chickens and pump and kindlings. When
he thought of them again he was in bed.
“Oh, I'm so sorry!" he cried out suddenly, “I dida’t

mean to let mamma do it!” For he remembered that
mamma must have chopped the kindlings and fed the
chickens and got the water, Then he remembered some-
thing else, too, that mamma had said she wuld rather
he would find out for himself. There in the dark, all alone,
Rufy “found out.” He sat up in bed and uttered a little
‘exclamation.

“Oh, | know, | know! And—it'sso!” he cried out in
shame. “She meant I was afraid of—work!"—Youth'g
Companien.

How F;'tnl; Won.

A prize of one hundred dollars, to be used for education-
al purposes, was offered in a school for boys Among the
contestants was a boy of seventeen named Frank Harlow.
He did not succeed in winning the prize, and a day or two
later, one of his school-mates, named Harry Murks, said to
him, “Didn’t get the prize, did you, Frank "

“No, I did not,” replied Frank, cheerfully.

“Feel kind o’ cut up over it, don’t you?”

“No; not particularly.”

“Well, I'd hate to make as hard a fight as you made to
win that prize and then fail.”

“] don't think that 1 have failed, Harry.”

“Well, I'd like to know why you havn't failed!
George win the prize?"”

“Yes, | know that he won the money, but I won just as
much as George in that which comes from hard study.
But you know, Harry, if you'll ‘excuse me for saying it,
your failure bas been most marked.”

“My failure! Why what do you mean ? Ididn't go in
for the prize at all. I made no attempt to win it."

“I know it," replied Frank, and then he added:
fail, and they alone who have not striven."

“Oh ! I see what you mean,” said Harry, rather soberly.
“Isuppose that there is something in that.”

“There is a good deal in it," replied Frank. “It is true
that not one of the eighteen boys who competed for the
prize may be said to have failed. All of us won ,the prize
thatcomes from honest effort, and it was a pretty big
prize for most of us I thought at firét that I would not
compete for the proze, for 1 felt quite confident that some of

Didn't

“They

the other boys were so much further advanced than | was.

that I had very little chance of winning in the contest.
But one day [ came across this verse
© “'Straight {[rom the Mighty Bow this truth is driven ;
They fuil, and they alone, who have not striven.’ e
“ ‘“That's a fact,’ | said to mysell, and | went straight to
work and did my very best.”
“You stood next to George Daytonat the examination
too,” said Harry. “No Frank, youdid n 't fail after all ”
Harry wa right. How mul({ Frank fail to be a winner,
after the honest effort he had put fortn ?
“High Heaven's evangel be, gospel God-given ;
They fuil, and they alone who have not striven.’
~Christiaa Uplook.

Before it is Too Late.

1f you have a gray-haired mother
{:(ho old home far away,
Sit down and write the etter
You put off day by dsy.
Don't wait until her tired steps
Reach heaven's pearly gate—
But show her that you think of her
Before it is too late

Ifyou've a tender message,

~0Or 2 lovinf word to say,

Don't wait till you forget it,
But whi per it to-day

Who knows what bitter memories
May haunt you if you wait?

So make your loved ones happy
Before it is too late.

We live but in the present,
The future is unknown—
To-morrow is & mystervy,
To-day is all our own.
The chance that fortune lends to us
May vanish while we wait,
Sospend véur life's rich treasure
Belore it is too late,

The tender words unspoken,
The letter never sent,
The long-forgotten messages,
The wealth of love unsp-nt,
For these some hearts are breaking,
For these some loved ones wait—
So show them that you care for them

Before it is too late. —Selected,
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Reports From Societies.
Tryon, P.E L
Perhaps a few words from our society will not be un-
welcome. The meetings held during the vear have been
helpful to us as young Christians, two of our associate
members have joined as active, we now have a total mem-

bership of 66.39 active and 27 associate, the average attend-

ance is about forty. A missionary committee is appointed
every six months whose duty it is to prepare a missionary
programme for- conquest meeting, we hope thus to increase
the missionary spirit amongst the members.

We are still supporting Kanchema a native Indian Bible
woman, collections for this purpose are taken quarterly,
At each conquest meeting the secretary reads a report of the
meetings held during the month. At our semi.annual
business meeting held Dec. 29 officers for coming six
months were elected as follows: President, Henry Call-
beck; Vice President, Luta Foy; Sec'y Treas., Mrs. John
Clark ; Organist, Florrie Gamble; Ass't Organist, Mrs. H.
Callbeck. Luta M. Foy, Sec'y.

Daily Bible Readings
Monday—Source of Temptation. James 1:13-15.
Tues lay—“Whole Armor” Necessary. Eph. 6:11-18.
Wednesday—Avoid Evil Associates. Prov. 4:14-27.
Thursday—Paul's Victory. 2 Cor 12:7-10.
Friday—Watch and Pray. 1 Pet. 5:6-9.
Saturday—Peter's Failure. Mark 14:66-72.
Sunday—Temptation of Jesus Matt, 4:1-11.

L] by L
Prayer Meeting Topic.- January 17.

How may 1 overcome my temptanions i
13. Heb. 4:14-16.

How to evercome temptation is a matter of the utmost
practical importance, It concerns all men, for all are sab-
ject to tempiation. It matters notwhat the conditiod, or
circumstances of a man's life may be he cannot escupe be-
ing tempted.

Cor. 101 12,

Temptation reaches men in palaces and in cottages, in
the crowded rity and on the lonely prairie. It comes {o
the educated in one form and to the illiterate in another
Noone is free from the intruder. The tempter comes to
every one, and comes to conquer if he can
Christ, when he came to share the common conditions of
human life, was repeatedly and severely tempted to sin

l, FROM WHENCE DOKS TEMPTYATION COMR !

Even Jesus

If we would be successful in overcoming temptation we
must know something of its character and of the source
from which it comes. To meet it in the dark, without wny
knowledge of its origin and character, means
quished and led by it into the pit of destruction

1. TEMPTATION

to be van

DORS NOT COMR FROM OB
No evil can emanate from the “Father of lights
is light and in him is no darkness at all
be tempted with evil, and

(x John 1:

Cradd
Grod cannot
he himsell tempteth ne
5. James 1113, 17)

» man

2. TENPTATION COMES FPROM SATAN

The same great adversary who tempted Jesus and who
desire | to “have Peter that he might sift him as wheat
is cor stantly seeking to destroy all men (Matt 4 1 11
Luke 22:31. 1 Peter 5:4.)

3 TEMPTATION COMES FROM OURSKLVES

Because of our fallen condition we have within
which causes us to sin

s that
“Every man is tempted when he
is drawn away by his own lusts and enticed.” (James 1:13 )

4 TEMPTATION COMES FROM THE WoRtD. (1 TiM 6 14
We are tempted by those who are living in sin and con

stantly ex rting an evil influence. Temptations come 1o

us from the world, the flesh and the devil, “and a threefold

cord is not easily brok n." (Ecel. 4:12)

II. THOSE WHO TRUST IN GOD CAN OVERCOME TEMPTATION
“God is faithfu!, who will not suffer yon to be tempted

above that ye are able, etc.” The Prophet Fliska, the
King Hezekiah the Apostle Paul and many others have
testified that those who trust in God belong to the con
quering party
8:131.)

{2 Kll’gslv‘lb 2 Chron. .32 8 Rom

TRUSTING IN GOD [ MAY OVERCOME TEMPTATION

1. By cherishing pure thoughts, letting the wind dwell
\mny\:h;erls that have a teridency to uplift and strengthen
moral character.

2. By training my will so that 1shall be able to say
“No" to the tempter with such “emphasis that the world
can understand what I mean. =

3. By exercising all nty powers of mind and body in do
ing good. “An idle brain is the.devil's workshop.” It is
the stagnant puol that becomes corrupt.

4. By watching against evil and praying for wisdom
and strength to enable me to do right. The greatest
Teacher the world has ever seen said to his disciples,
“Watch and pray lest ye enter into temptation.” (Ma k
14: 38)

5. By trusting in One who has overcome every tempta-
tion and who is willing and able te deliver all who are
tempted. “For in that he himself hath suffered being
tempted, he is able to succor them that are tempted.” :
(Heb. 2 : 18, 4:15) W. M. SmALLMAN.

.
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Illustrative Gatherings.
(Selected by the Editor.)
Tremi:—~Temptation.
“"Tis one thing to be tempted,
Another thing to fall. — Shakspeare.
What more harmless than temptations, this fiery dart
launched by Satan's hand, that flaming agrow from his
bow—if they fell Iike sparks into water ? Alas! thev fall
like a blazing torch flung into a magazine of combustibles.
~Dr. Guttrie.
Devils soonest 'empt, when resembling Spirits of Light.

—Sh kspeare.
bafan seldom comes to Christians with great temytations,
or with a temptation to commit a great sin.

. i John Newton.
Temntation will give oil and fuel to our lusts—incite,
provoke and maks them rage beyond measure. So dealt
't in carpal fear, in Peter : with pride, in Hezekiah ; with
covetousness, in Achan ; with uncleannees, in David; with
worldliness, in Demas ; with ambition, in Dio(rephes:

: Owen

Lie in the lap of Sin and not mean harm ?

lt is hypocrisy against the Devil;

They th~t mean vituously, and yet do so,

The devil their virtue tempts, and they tempt heaven.

} ~—Shakspeare.

No sooner was Christ out of the water of baptism than in
the fire of temptation. So Dav'd after his anowting was
hunted “as a partridge upon the mountains.” Israel is no
sooner out of Egypt than Pharaoh pursues them. Hezekial
no sooner had left that solemn passover than Senmacherib
comes up against him. Paul is assaulted with vile tempt-
ations after the “abundance of his revelations:” and Christ
teaches us after furgiveness of sins to look for temptations
to pray against them. —Trapp.
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The Poison of Pleasure.
By Dr. A/ C. Dixon,

A geotleman in Paris desired 1o luy a ring, and, as he
tried on several rings in the jeweler's store, he noticed ove
that was set with tiny eagle's claws. The nert day bhis
hand began to sweéll. The doctor told him he was poison-
ed, and 60 inquiry he found that the old ring came from
Italy, and was ouce used for poisoning an enemy, For yoo
years that particle of poison had remained between the eagle s
claws.  Watch the rings of pleasure which the world offers,
there are within them the eagle’s claws with the poison.

. . i
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I Cannot Feel Saved.

Martin Luther in_one of his conflicts with the Devil, was
asked by the archeremy il he felt his sins forgiven No,'
said the great refornder I don’t feel that they are for
given, but 1 know they are, because God says so i My
Waord."  Paul did not say, “Delieve . on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt feel saved” bLut “Nelieve on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be «aved '

Ak that man whose debt“w s paid by bis brother iy
you feel that vour debt No," in the reply, “i
don't feel thut itis paid. 1 keow from this resipt that it
s paid, and 1 feel happy becau o | know

n with you, dear

s paid

1 in paid
reader

You must Betieve in ol s
love to you as revealed ot the Cross of Unlnry, and thes
you will feel bappy, b cause WAy Kpow vau are

saved e
A dear old Christian, un hewsing persons speaking of
their feelings. used o say, “Feelings ! Irr’n\lg Yo't btk
et yourse'l* about viur feelings 1 just atick s the ofd
truth that Christ died for me. and He o my surety right on
to eternity | wnd QH ctick to that like s limpet on the rock
Pe gy fealings what they will
lesus is my Savior still
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