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Apostles of Missions.

BY REV; R, 08GOOD MORSE, M. A,

Introductory.—To know how the Holy Spirit uses men
as his agents is a stimulus to faith, God specially quali-
fies and consecriites somve men, and sending them to the
heathen gives them mighty victories igHis name snd
for His Son’s Cross. These we designate—

APOSYLES OF MISSTONS,

It is our purpose as the months go by to outline the
work of some of these. The history of missions reslly
begins with Abrabam. ' David, Nehemiah and Ezra
might claim our attention, We might write of Jomah
who, when ordered to go east, attempted to go west, only
to learn very emphatically that when God said east he
bad no businessto go west. All these missions were
designed to prepare for the coming of Christ and the

blish of that kingdom which shall gather its
subject from every people under heaven. Any exhaustive
treatment would press the footsteps of the apostles in
their heroic labors to fulfil Christ’s last request, But we
purpose to deal with worthy successors of these heroic
men—men as spirit-led as Paul himself,

I. Patrick, the Apostle to Ireland. For eight hundred
years Ireland was the missionary school of Christendom.
Under God, this is due to the first and greatest of Kettie
missionaries, Patrick. The exact dates of his life are un-
certain. Some writers place his birth as early as 336;
others, as late as 395. The dates given for his desth
range from 455 to 493. But that'his work lay in the
fifth century‘ we are certain. His probable birthplace is
Kilpatrick, near Dumbarton, Scotland, He was the son
of Deacon Calpurnius; and grandson of Preacher Potitus,
Compere his ancestry with Timothy's believing mother
Runice and grandmother Lois.

Patrick has left us his auto-biography iu his * Confes-
sions to the Irish People.’’ At sixteen he was taken to
Iteland by Pirates and kept as a herdsman for six years.
During this time he was converted. Finally, escaping,
he returned to hir father's house, Again he was carried
off and again he escaped. At length he was called to
work for Christin Ireland much as Paul was in Mace-
donia. He saw in a vision a man bringing a letter to him
headed ** Words of the Irish People.,”” As he read them
he seemed to hear the sound of many voices from the
Irish coast, ‘‘ We beseech thee, child of God, come and
walk among us.’ Joyfully he responded tothe sum-
mons, beginning his work, probably, about 430.

For more than one-third of a century he labored inces-
santly, evangelizing and establishing schools, where for

five hundred years missionaries were trained and sent "

forth. All over Ireland he and his disciples preached
the gospel with such power that Ireland became a Christ-
ian land. The native Irish were fire worshippers. One
Easter morning they were about to kill Patrick, But ke
witnessed so powerfully for Christ before them that a fire
of grace was kindled which burned mightily in Ireland
and even throughout Europe.

Patrick's methods were Protestant,—~we had almost

said Baptist,—rather than Romanist. Indeed his doc-
trines were Baptist, He taught a regenerate chnrch
mewbership, and personal faith as essential to bth
He kuew no baptism except immersion, But his church
polity and organization were more of the Presbyterian
type. Amid the savagery of the times, the married
missionaries gathered together 1n brotherhoods, and the
unmarried women in sisterhoods, whence they went
forth, the men to evangelize, the women to care for the
poor and the sick. He opened many schools where s
and girls were given the rudi of an educati
results were stupendous,. The whole island was evan-
elized. The Scoto-Irish church shone with a brighter,
because purer, light, and spread that light more exten-
sively through Europe than any of the centres of Roman-
ism. For hundreds of years the most learned teachers
came from Ireland to Britain, France and Italy, Hence
Ireland was known as the Isle of Saints, the {Jninrity
of the West.

Whence the Ireland of today ! In 1172 Henry II, con-
quered Ireland and forced Romish priests u the
puzl:.‘ Had not this Scoto-Irish church been ted
to e we would have had another Waldensian church,
though with greater missionary zeal, which might have
won much of Europe to a pure gospel.

The greatest theft ever Rome made was when she stole
Peler and made him for twenty-five years Bishop of
Rome, Next to that is her theft of Patrick, the Apostle
;o J;e{nn;l At the time th‘e’ Drl‘::ih threatened to kill
Patrick, he wrote a poem, the closin, of which

and which

shows the faith . by which he lived he spread
among the people.

‘“ May Christ I pray,
Protect me this day
Agsinst poison and fire,
Agnimt rowning and wounding ;
That so in His grace abounding,
I may earn the preacher's hire,

‘*“ Christ as a light,
Illumine nn:f guide me !
Christ, as a shield, o’ershadow and cover me |
Christ be under me ! Christ be over me !
Christ be beside me,
On left and on right |
Christ be before me, behind me, about me !
Christ, this day, be within and without me |

‘* Christ, the lowly and meek,
Christ, the All-Powerful, be
In the heart of each to whom I speak,
In the mouth of each who speaks to me !
In all who draw near me,
Orsee me, or hearme |

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

* At Tarah today, in this nﬁtg;hour,
I call on thie olhyo’r&nn{t!h AR
to Him w n power,
% of the elemeg?o—-l’-mcr and Son,
The Paraclete Spirit—which Three are the Ome,
The ever-existing Divinity.
« Salvation dwells with the Lord
With M‘mg;mﬂmt gmd,
From unto generation—
Grant us, O Lord, Thy grace and salvation.’'

Guysboro, N. 8.
A

The Oil that Lubricates.

BY RREV, 8, E. WISHARD, D.D,

There is a large amount of cross purpose and grind in
this rickety world. It seems to be the grapd mission of
some folks to throw sand on tle spindles of the turnisg
wheels. They are both industrions and skillful in pro-
ducing friction. The social machinery drives heavily
and often cuts to the quick as the movement goes on.
Caustics have their uses and also their abuses, The
Christian life is not exempt from the care and canker of
irritation, Two or three persons on the wrong side of -
every forward movement in the church can easily manu-
facture a large amount of inertia and possibly turn back
the machinery of church life.

It is & relief, however, to know that there is a remedy
for all the social and ecclesiastical friction. There is an
oil that lubricates the grinding wheel of our daily toil
snd trial. It is divinely provided and abundantly fur-
nished, and is labeled ‘‘ patience."”

“Ve have need of patience,’’ said the Holy Spirit,
* that after ye have done the will of God ye might receive
the promise’'—the fulfillment of the promise. We have..
need of patience with ourselves. Our mistakes and
failures are so numerons, they spring up and multiply so
unexpectedly, that we are in danger of being angered
and driven into hopeless despair with ourselves. Every-
one who knows himself knows what that temptation is,
how repested failures almost drive one into irritated
contempt of himself, which is a very different thing from
humble repentance. It is one of the wiles of the devil
by which he leads men into despair and plots for their
moral or physical suicide, or both, When we have
written bitter things about ourselves, the old ememy
underscores every word and says: ‘‘ Now it is time to
stop, to leave off trying and let things drift.” He has
pushed off so many lives on the drifting tide that he has
grest okill in the business. He can easily turn preacher
of righteous, preach the law, wake the thunder of Sinai.
He can join you in self-devunciation and abuse until he
would make you believe that God cannot be just and
justify such a sinner. You have need of patience with
yourself. This does not mean that we ignore or cover
up our failures nor that we are fiot to repent of them and
stoutly resist the tendency to them. We need to call to
our aid the Helper of the belpless, the wisdom that
cometh from above, snd patiently fight the battle of life
with the old self. We may well despair of the old self
and thrust it out, dealing courageously with it. But the
new self is to be cared for with all the kindly patience
which God has shown us,

We need to have patience with this wicked world—not
that we compromise or fall in with its wicked The
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of spiritual illumination, the very high water mark of hiy

relations to God,—for I suppose he was never half as

good s man afterwards—he gave utterance tothe great

thought that God's mercies come to us day by day
ding to the exigencies of the g 1

Of course, obvidusly-end I need not ssy
word about that—~we find it bo in regard
blessings that ate ponred into onr lives
i the traiislation of the New Testament is.
‘*Give us this day our daily bread,” and to let tomorrow
slone, Life comes to us ‘pulsation by pulsation, breath
by breath, by reason of the comtinual operation; in the
material world, of the present God's present giving. He
does not start us, at the beginning. of our days, with a
fund of physical vitality upon which we thereafter draw,
but moment by moment he opens his hand, and lets life
and breath and all things flow out to us moment by
moment, 8o that no creature would live for am instart,
except for the present working of a present . If we
only realized how the slow pulsation of the minutes is
due to the touch of his finger on the pendulum, and how
everything that we have, and the existence of us who
have it, are results of the continuous welling out from
the fountain of lifé, of ripple after ripple of the waters,
cve}ylhing would be sacreder, and solemn, and fuller of
God than, alas ! it is.

But the true region in which we may best find Hllustra-
tious of this principle in reference to God's gifts is the
region of the spiritual and moral bestowinents that He in
His love pours upon us, He does not flood us with them ;
He filters them drop by drop, for great and good reasous.

God gives us gifis adapted to the mowment, * That
matter of a day,”’ the thing fitted for the instunt, comes.
In deepest reality, it is all ome gift, for in truth what
God gives to us is Himsell ; or, if you like to put it so,
His grace. That little word * grace’ is like a small
window that opens out on to a great landscape, for it
gathers up into one encyclopeedical expression the whole
infinite variety of beneficences and -bestowmetits which
come showering down upon us. That one gift is, as the
apostie puts it in one of his eloguent epithets, ‘ the mauni-
fold grace of God,” which word in the original is even
more rich and picturesque, because it means the ‘ many-
variegated grace''—like some rich piece of embroidery
glowing with all manver of dyes and gold, So the one
gift comes to us manifold, rich in its adaptatiom to, and

its exquisite fitness for thé needs of the moment. The

rabbis bad a tradition that the manna in the wilderaess
tasted to every man just what each man needed or wished
most. You might go into some imperial city on & day of
rejoicing, and find a fountain in the market-place pouring
out, according to the wish of the people, various costly
wines and refreshing drinks. God's gift comes to us
with like variety—the ‘* matter of the day in its day.”
He never gives us the wrong medicine. Whatever
variety of circumstances we stand in, there, in that one
infinitely simple and yet infinitely complex gift; is what
we specially want at the moment, Am | struggling?
He extends a hand to steady me. Am I fighting? He
is my ‘‘sword and shield, my Luckler and the horn of
my salvation and my tower,”’ Am I anxious ? . He comes
into my beart, and brings with Him a grest peace, and
all waves cease to toss, and smooth themselves intoa
level . plain, Am I glad? He comes 1o heighten the

whole life is to be set in contrast with and opposition to
the carnal life sbout us. Our prayers and service are to
know no relaxation in the fierce struggle with this world
power, And yet all this conflict is to be carried forward
with the patience of love. We are to have the trial of
our faith, which {s the divine method of working patience
within us, Our privilege in this trial is to ‘* Let patience
have ber perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire,
wanting nothing.”

We will be hielped to patience with the ungodly world
about us when we remember that it is on the other side—
that, 80 long as it is what it is, we cannot count on its
friendship, The world is ignorant of and blind to the
precious things of vital godliness, We may as well set
out expecting to meet with. the opposition of the world
spirit, and yet it will not be wise to forget that deep down
in every godless life there is a Jonging, either conscious
or unconscious, for something better, Sometimes that
very restless longing breaks out in resistance to God and
his truth. The unrest of soul in e sort of madness that
leads men to plunge more deeply into the current of
opposition to God, It was this that led our Lord to pray :
‘* Pather, forgive them ; they know not what they do,”—
Herald and Presbyter.
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“The Matter of a Day in Its Day.”

BY ALEXANDRR MACLARREN, D.D,

The margin of our Bible gives the literal reading of the
Hebrew ; the sense but not the vigorous idiom of which
is conveyed in the paraphrase in our version. ‘‘Atall
times, as the matter shall require,” is, literally, ‘' the
thing of & day in its day ;" end that is the ouly limitation
which this prayer of Solomon '

glad by some touch of holier joy. Am I perplexed
inmind? 1f I look to Him, ‘' His coming shall be as the
morning,"’ and illuminati will be g d, -Am 1
treading a lonely path? There is One by my .side who
will peither change, nor fail, nor die. Whatever any
man needs, at the moment that he needs it that one great
Gift shall supply ‘' the matter of a day in its day."

Peter is lying in prison, Herod intende, after the
Passover, to bring him out to the people. The scaflolding
is ready. The first watch of the night passes, and the
second, If ouce it is fairly light, escape is impossible.
But in the gray dawn the angel touches the sleeper.
He wakes while his guards sleep. There is no need for
hurry. He who has God for his deliverer has no oceasion
to ‘' go out with haste.”” So, with strange and majestic
lei the escaping pri is bid to put on his
shoes and gird himself. No doubt, he cast many s
scrutinizing glance at the four sleeping legionaries whom
a heedless movement might have awaked, When allis
ready, he is led forth through all the wards, each being s
separate peril, and all made safe to him, The first gate
opens, and the second gate opens, and the iron gate that
leads into the city opens, and quietly he and the angel
go down the street. It is ight enough for him to see his
way to the house where the brethren are assembled. He
gets safe behind Mary's door befare it is light enough for
the gaolers to di his ab and the p to
be started in their search. The Lord did help him sod
that right early—*‘ the matter of & day in its day.”" We
shall find if we leave our times in His hand, that the old
faith has yet a talismanic power to quiet us. His time is
best, 80 be patient, and be trustful in your patience.—
Watchman,

o AR
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