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W they should

?&M“;
&

ol

P
e gt
u‘w‘ﬂu be. d
dr.vtn away in his wickediews from hs ;mnnu
of 'the Lord, and frum the/gléry of his power.

'JND', then, W& bring before men their natusel
R

« And theve shall go sway inte lasting punish-
ment,"~Matt. xxv, 46,

Wg have heard the opmion expressed by somé
of our 'ood vid fashioned (‘hnmlns. that tie
docmu of etegndl pur.uhmem ia not prnchd,
in v.h; presént dav, with that appare..t convietion
ot ite wrush, gand iwportenee with which it was
proclaimed b, our-venerable fathers in the minis
try. (Perhaps this is true ; and we beljeve ihe
fact b_n led many to comluda, that ministers of
\he present generatign are ‘mot av hold as those
of the past in decloring “ the whole counsé] of
Gou'" "Although’ the Apostle says, “by e
hmn of the law we persuide nien,” still wé 3o'["
pot inter, that this is the fixed, -i{m!y effectual
method fo be pursued in winning the souls of men,
Indeed, good, and uble ministerk hNave made sad
-uuku in making untnely, andinesutioos ap~

to the féars of sintiers. They may be said
1o have fnnifested “u " zeal, nit sceording to
gnowledge” in the tao frequent reperitign of
the ine of etérual punishment, and in their
pse of extravagant ferms, aiid overwrough{
manner of delivery. We believe, that muny an
sble preacher has greatly weakened tha force of
his arguments on this doctrine, by their ‘toofre«
quenit répetition- étid length ', and-his influence,
100, has.been’ enfeebied, by allowing hix sernons
to bb éharacterized as harshand severe. -

Wheit Chfist called ' the poor fishermen of
Galilve to'the éffice of the ministry, be said,
that “He ' Would +imake’ them’ * fishers bf meny |
eldﬂy implying, thist w ‘Winilar patiewnpe, amshy
cunnlfig, T Winning ‘the soula’of ies; was td.be |
used 'ws in the art of catehing' fsh. In the Bible
we hikve ‘s’ réliable gurd¥ hook iy the work of
preaching, in which are laid down:incsystematic
order, rules and cantions drawn up wirh omnis-
sient skill and preeision:

Baten is repiesented asa fowler, .ufi the sinv

nen: s crughtiin hig gnare. It is the business |

of the faifliful preacher of the Gospsl, to whom
Gogh-has intrusted the care.of precious squls, to
waisy men:of their danger, that they may resover
thamaelves out of Satan’s snare, and . fléé ubto
Jequs. with .zepentance and fajth, With un-,
wenried assiduity, he must plajnly instruct them
in the doctrine of human depravily, that in th-x;
unypgenerated state, they are under the domin-
jorl of sin, and justly exposed to ity - fearful con-
sequences, and while they remain in thia condi~
tiop, they are utterly helpless, béing the Bond-
slaves of sin, nay, the ghildren of the Deyil :
joint heirs with bim of future wrath, to which
wrath, it must be faitbfally proved to them, they
orp continually egpos=d, because constintly on
the verge:of death and eternity. And when wé
have the evidence tha' the couscience is alaried
ot this danger, and the. soul is anxiously con-
cofued about 'éteinal things, we gently silure
them to come to Jesus by assuring them of the
meny precious pununl that God . will fulflll 'if
they return’ unto hisi in’ true repentance;and
'1 We assure them “from the recorded testi.
mony of those who were the lmng wiumm- of
the-privileges of shese promives, “and,_from OIuJ
own experience, that.they may be nw.d here,
while /ternal Jife, happiness and ‘glory, are re-
gerved for them hereafter, in | the bpuenl!, our-
,.: Tingdom ‘ol Gud; tieis Fatber, v
Agum, lest they should hesitate to embruce
Wiy resson of a:deep sense of
W gnworl hitless; we etrive to ‘convinee:them,

101! Mh- Mtbh

Mmh away the sins of'tlu world,” spd ¢o

whom tbéy have' pbrud."nhz
-:& théee “sins, which caused

) u', and death! In'imitaibn
mm . we present this great

i dosg for . thein, immediste” snd
#cWhat shall :it ‘profita men if

1 gain e world &n | lose his owtr
::6:: s.h!t *?Euu give i exchange for
hie panl 27,

Waappeal g jir gober reason by
m n@n nze of any
KW& Highly

wewousfating how paltry
temporal aequisitions u\l\y
prized: and desited, in com) the
salvation of the soul— on g. ather
E‘;w ireevdedble and featful will sppenr ‘.
ﬂWﬂ(’hr:l. oyt Jpﬁf :
dures, while sufferivg isqu

conscience throvnghout wj' ks
v, Wen. i all thiéss faithful appesls to
#o80n, and fhe conecience, and the heart, scem
14 be in vain, we are directed to “ persuade them
by the.term of the Jdaw.” Rather than leave
e Yo’ perish in - their sins.and ic. theiy
, W8 niust  huve ‘recpurse 40 thia Jast
‘argument by disclosing to them God's
s Sashung conwiction into the guilty cod-

| heads.the whole

bondage of sio, their apmtuul helplessness, and
the jmminerd danger of their soul, not to tauut,
avid ;inﬁmillme thewn, but in order that, f-ek'n;
their danger they may be lud to oy out for deliver«
afice, sad that, knowing they cannot deliver them:
#élyes, they may be led to trust in Christ, who
can de.iver and save thewi. And we make these
awful @wolosures of the penaltive attached o
Bbod's vislated law, that they may be driven
to take refuge in Uuiu, now, before it shall be
utterly too’'Jae.: Bat,.if we. discover that this
method of persusei,n, citises them rather to stand
it awe of Christ, viewing Wi we « Law giver
and Judge, than to appfofich him as 8 Redeemer
and Saviour—if they terrified under a ‘sense
of their sinfifness, ndglile wnd are not pere
sunded that he will forgive them ; why, then we
tust. endeavor to encourage them to * draw
near with a true heart, and in full assupanee of
faith.” W¢ disclose "to them the special object
of his_mission, which he declared himself «“I,
chme not to callithe righteous but sinners to res
pentance.” ' We arrange before them the many
gracious offers of Jite mércy and love, and assure
them of bis nuparallelled #ympathy of all their
mehifold, infirmities, that be is always ready to
¢omfort, and give them * graee to nelp.in time
of nedd.” ‘ In all the affecting language of the
[Soriptyte, in which e is deseribed as the great
gift of she Father to the sinner, we continue to
allgre hill, by deslaring,that ¢ He was made sin
“for ur, Yelio Kilew o sin, that we might ba
the nghuaulrlm of God in bim,” that, = Afl ‘we’
Jike sheep have gone astray, we have turned
evety one to his own way, and the Lord hatn
1aid on him the iniquity of us all : he was oppos-
ed,~ hé wig afflicted, . the' chastisement “of our

penee Was upon him, and by his siripes we are
bealed:™ * He'died for them, even when: they
were ungodly ; He is able to save them, even
when fhey have béen cast off by théir compans
~ionlm guilt, even ‘when 'they have lost all self-
respeot and copfidence. He is able, He is willing
# 1o save unto the uttérmost. all who come to
God by Him, seeing he ever liveth to make in-
urousion for them.”

AIQ, fiow, deay hiedrers, we ¢all you to' wite
ness, whether we hive not. elosely adhered,
durldx the year that . we have libored among
you, to;this order n ougi pudlic administrations
of the Goppel P* W¢ # you to answer the
qunl.ion. NOw. beciuse the <ima q-xeshqn m!l
beasked of you and me, by the judge, when we
shall be arrsigned before his tribunal. While
we have feebly striven, so to dispense the word ,
that smints may be edifisd, and ennforted, yet,
believing that there are som= among you, who
are without hope in Christ, we have tried to
alarm them with faithful representations of the
danger of their unconverted state. We haveat-
tempied to allure them by unfolding the pre<
cious promisés of Gad iu Christ Jesus, and draw
them by the eords of hls love ; but finding that
.ll these «florts failed, in compliance with our
rlner‘n desire, and the, apostles declaration, we

ave labored to drive themto Christ with the
thréatenings ‘of God's law. . And we have not
Qtonmnud our sermons, ' by’ confining our
thoughta to any one of these odés, hut haveen-
deavored totreat of every variety of subjects.
As we, on ' foruer oecasivn, exhibited the ;us-
tice of God in the pubishment hfl
wicker], and dwelt at some length, njmn n‘-
ture and abl .we shall
remarks, more particalarly, to another-phase ol
the subject by exhibiting the love of ' God in the
eternal punishment of the wicked.

We shall, mknbnpl to. work. . ourselves up
ifito & perfest frensy of .excitement upon this
lnb)nl, ahd " violently horl down upon ‘your
ine 'of ‘the thunderbolts
and fiery missi les of the lu and,in_our fury,

We strive Lo pernuade them of the|
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Wl of suffering thrnugbnuz -ll u.nity. "

, if 'we stiould | the: mnl fruit, the terrible harvest reaped by
amlnmn myown hand, as the product of my own sinful
Buni.of n-lnghhrw‘htm » life-time on earth !

Such
[y !ho«pbl, we Ba), 16 enough to eurdle the blood
@nd wpra the brin,  And. it isa wonder to me,
thitt we do not hear of.more cases of incurable
wy being Made on accountof it.  And the
Wiy that sfly man can remram unmoved,in-

otk oI Yo J6€ e @fMWtkate of God dud the. trath of Reve-

|ipn.

To be concluded nex t week.

For the Christian Watchman.

Studies for the Sunday School.
SECOND SERIES.

NUMBER II.

THE TEMPTATICN-—DRSERT OF JUDEA.
Matt, iv. 1—11. Marz, i. 12—14. Luke, iv. 1—13,
Jesus had now formally entered on his mission.
He was ta sccomplish the work which his Father
had given him to do. Immediately after his bap-

tism, He was impelled by the spuritual infl

IPNNGHE tone o, is_fhasihe,

glance all the kingdows of  the heathen
e exhibits them in all their power «nd
. Now, ssid he, these Lingdows are
‘Fhave been permitted to possess them, I
& !‘9"‘“" them up to whom I will. Mighey
ious, and numerous as they are I will
@tender them up to thee, if thou will do
ge for them, af thou wilt reeeive them
tif thou wilt be savisfied with tlhh(

e s

Viy suffer; why die 2
them.

This temptation was t6o palpable, te devil
had n his eagerness overshot his mark, and now-
he stood, the fiend nndisguised.

Jesus.answers bim with holy indignation burn-
ing in his roul, depart from me thou fe!l enemy-of
all good, it is writtn thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

Then Satan foiled departed for a time, to seek
other opportunities to lead astray the holy snd
now victorious Son of God. Then angels de
scended from heaven to comfort the soul of Jesus§
after. this-painful trial, to rejoice with him in his
glorious victory, and to efford sustenance to his
now exhausteil body. A.B.C.

Pay me homage and take

which then descended upon him, to leaye the
Jordan and go into the dreariest solitude of the
wildernese of Judea, there 1o be tempted . by the
devil. He did not himself seek temptation, but
was led into it for the wisest of purposes. The
end of this temptation was that Christ might
have his own perfect purity of heart thoroughly
tested, that thus he migh< prove his fitness for
his glorious missi \sn—moreover that in the out-
ser of his cause he might gain a decisive victory
oyer Satar, and finally that he might learn by
experience how Lo pity his people in their temp-
tations.

Satan did not come to Jesus in any bodily
shape, thus h: would have defeated his own
scheémes, by forewarning and forearming him
whomy' he hoped 1o make his victim.

The adversary ereks Jesus at a time when he
would bave the fairest chances to overcome
hint. The Savigur had fasted forty days in the

made| groyry solitude, far swny from the society of the

lost ones whom he came to save, far away from
spenes which might have animated him to resist~
ance of fon. with no but those
wild ‘beusts ‘who inhabit these gloomy wilds.
ﬁow, when wenry with watching and exhausted
with fatigue, the enemy seeks a victin. Satan
well knew what tremendous. interests were at
stake. He knew that the fature destinies of the
world were trembling in ‘the balance, could he
now lure the Saviour into one sin, could he now
overcome liim when weary and fainting, then
man wounld be forcver given up to death and
bell.

Satan timed hie efforts well, and had ingeni=
ously planned hig assault. He first endeavors to
lars Jesus to a misuse of his powers, he tempts
him to use for selfish sensual purpcses the divine
energies which were at his command, just as
ever since man has been tempted to prostitute
his taient, 10 sense and self interest.

Thue he addresses the Son of man. Thou art
very hungry, thy sufferings are very severe, now
if thou art really the Son of God, if thou art not
merely a deceiver and imposter, relieve thy ne.
cessities, summon thy divine energies, and trans-
form these stones to bread.

But Jesus saw the drift of the temptation, he
would uot use powers, designed for other and
higher purposes, furthe gratification of his bodily
appetite, He knew well that when God chooses
he can sustain his people, by means apart from
the ordinary. Hence he reedily repels the
temptation. Thus he answers Sauwan, it is writ.
ten, that man’s NECEssiTiES can be satisfied by
other means than those which humen wisdom
would devise, man does not live by bread only,
but by the power of God, in whatever way he
chooses to exert that power Deut. viii, 3. T will
not work a miracle tv eatisfy my hunger, when
God can preserve my life by other means.

Satsn now falls back on another temptation
uE | which-he had planned. He would if possible
lure him to presumption. Christ had expressed
suchundoubting confidence in the power of God,
that it d p to the tempter, that he
might make ‘this confidence an occasion of sin.
‘Ho now leads Jesus to Jerusalem and carries
him wp 1o & lofty tower of the temple which rose
frotn’' the brew of the hill on which this structure
wha etected.” Now the tempter says : You place

Lahl

(avish ont unsparingly all lhnn agent exs
prnmu: which ‘some ‘preachers ‘are accusto-
med tp use, bm. qth\inu-ly. monghcfuny. and
earnestly examine:this subjeet in the light we
have how proposed: - '

The subject of o&pmpl punishment, wheneyer
it is placed before a cof tion for comxdm-
tion, carties sufficient, %}I‘O power _in itself,

we- think, to sroyse feelings and _festen

great confidence in God's ability to protect and
support, by mesns apart from the ordinary, <Hé
hps promised to give his sngels charge-over
them to guard them—to embrace them with their
probecung arms, lest they meet with the slight-
est injury—now trust to this promise. 1 you
ate the 8on of God it will mnllnly apply to you.
But Jesus resists_this temptation. Such oon«
duet he says would be to misuse promises given
for the of his people. To do this,

the attention. And, whileit u{ Ml{ng bl‘ Ided
ighed by a ptocess of irrefutable ngn-
:;,.“M , mn,,cxd‘:\m, in their excitement,
* you .ly reason as you like about the ‘eternal
punishment of the wicked, but I'don’t ‘believe, 1
cn‘tﬁ:ll“o. thata méreiful, a good, a nghte-
ous, I0VIBE God, édn punish & man in hell fore-
er for his smB. 'The idea’ is too awful—~tao
horrible (o betfeve - Why, if I believed that, I
don’t kdow whut Lsbiould do ! | I would either
believe'the Bible, andl thie whole aystew of Chris-
tianity to be s falsehood,: o' else 1  woald go

sioe, and thupdering forth:its curses from
dﬁlﬂluho‘ni a-a-u-uu-w

¥ars
i3

M!" Well we do ssy, that the tremendods

to make an arbi rary and self-willed nee of such
graciolis assutances would be to tempt the Most
High, and it is written, Thou shalt not tempt the
Lord thy God. Deut. vi. 16.

The adversary no w became desperate. He
kgew how anxious Jesus was to become-recog-
niged by men as their kivg. Ie kunew that
Christ ¢a ne to set up a throne, and establish an
authority over the hearts and the lives of men,
He now offers to make no resistance, to surren-
der up the world to Christ on condition that he

will pay him homage snd receive it from him.

THE BLESSING OF SIMEON.

MISSION OF JESUSS~BALVATION AND ‘DESTRUC-
TION.

NUMBER 2.

The langusge of Simeon as with the infem
Jesus in his arms, he blessed God for the gift of
one who was to be a Saviour, for all nations—a
Lignt unto-the world, excited the astonishment
of Joseph and Mary. Simeon theu continues
his propheey in a strain fitted to excite still greater
astonishment in the minds of his hearers. While
the Holy Spirit bad presented before vhe mind
of Simeon a gloriuus vision of a Saviour for the
lost, a light for the henightéd---with an eye un
dazsled by the splendor of the vision, he was
able to perceive the more special characteristics
of the office which Jusus was to fill, and the ‘work
which he wes to perform, He saw in the future a
salvation provided lut:% igrespectiye of race or
language. He saw, also, the darkiess which
overhung the earth being dispelled uniil eartn
rejoiced in a noon-day brightness. But he ulso
perceived that not ull should be saved nor enlight-
ened ; that the mission of Jesus was destructive
as well as saving ; that while on an errand ot
mercy, he also recognized the claims of justice,
and that while many would be raised by him
pbove the power of sin, and the ruin which
| threatgned the sinner, to a position of unspeak-
able honor and felicity,—many also will, in con-
sequence of his coming, be involved in deeper
{ guilt, and exposed to more fearful penalties
than if he bad never coms to the earth.

Simeon, after he had presented Jesus as a
Baviour for al: the world, now goes on to show
lglhe astonished parents, that the mission of this
friend_ of humanity, this Savicar of sinners,
while it will result in blessing to many, will also
involve many others in deeper guilt and misery.

In agcordance with representations given of
Jesus in the Scriptures -Simeon kas him pres
sented before his mind as a rock—the chief cor-
ner stone (Isa. Xxviii, 16,) or the stone cut out of
the mountain which subsequently filled the whole
earth (Daniel ii, 35 seq.)
ascend this stone snd gain u secare and happy
position, others sgain stumble over it and are
ruined. ** He 18 set for the fall and the nse of
many in Israel,” says Simeon. Jesus also says,
* the stone which the builders 1ejected is be-

A certain  class

shall fall on this stone shall be broken ; but on
whosoever it shall fall, it shall grind him to
powder (Mat. xxi, 42-44). Peter also says
“ynto you therefore which believe, he is precious
but unto them which be disobedient the stone
Which the builders disallowed the same 15 made

e head of the corner, and a stone of stumbl-
ing and a rock of offence, even to those which
stumble at the word, being disobedient ; where-
unto also they were appointed.

It must be borne in mind that Jesus saves not
by a direct exercise of Almighty power, not by
destroying the prison prepared for the wicked,
nor by adapting the pursvits and enjoyments of
heaven for the unholy—but by presenting truth
—He saves by enlightening. It is possible to
rejeet the truth, to shut the eye tu.the hight. In
such a case salvation is out of the question.
Those who thue remain in error anc sin, have
incurred pdditional guilt, have placed themselves
anew under the tyranny of sin, and of course are
in a 'mui condition than if they had never
heard the iruth, or had merey offered to them.
It must alao be borpe in mind that Jesus, though
the mapifestation of Divine love, yet was never
the less g revelation of Divine jumice. In the
way of salvation which he unfolded, justice and
mercy were not antagonisiic, but harmoniously
blended. Those who were enlightened by Jesus
were sgved in harmony with the demands of the
strictest justice—while those who despised tha

demands of even love itself. [ow terrible the
conditign in one who not only has incurred the
penalties of justice—but who is deserted in the
hour of need, even by infinite love—and whose
doom is pronouuced righteous by mercy itself.
All who have heagd the truth as it is v Jesus,
must in acgordance with the demands of perfect

jostics be justified, or in accordance with the

'

ﬁdﬁn Jesus to a high mountain aud shaws. o

"I be yHe itk to hmeumu.un'mn

e¢ome the head of the corner, and whosoever

light were eondemned in accordance with the|

ela'mu of perfect Iovo condemnod l‘ho miseion
of Jesus has in accordance with the prediétions
of Simeon resulted in the “ fall of wany.” We
can look around our' Christiun lands and find
everywhere manifold’ evidence of this,’ Ia in-
numernble instances the gospel of Jesus with all
the light which it brirgs and all the blessings
which it, promises is contemptuovsly rejected.
Myriadsliveiin sin while they know their duty,

nalit o o1y

their lives, Thus guilty, ‘thds deptaved,” they
are 'victims to remorde and ' fear, or else the
thoughtless and reckless slaves of ‘their vile pro-
pensities,  Had Ieaf;u never appearod thése kin-
ners would have beea less guilty, less depraved,
and less miserable.

But we may perceive more clv.urly the “reality
and extent of the,* fall of many ' by:contrasiing
the guilt of unbeliévers, with that of the heathen
who knows not God. Many, who if they had
never heard of Jesus,would have been np more
guilty than the heathen, have by their bnbelief
com:uitted a crime of such appalling magnitude,
that i the great day of judgment even the pol-
luted heathen will arise to condemin them, and
it will be more tolerable for the xnlmbi\gm- ol‘
Sodam and Gomorrah than for ‘then
heathen have livedyin sin--but they dnu
lived in ignorance of Gud and duty.: “Th¥y have
never been persuaded by all the eloq\:ence of
love to ‘be reconciled unto God.: They bave
never been urged by the dictates of reason and
the monitions of conacience, and the pless 'of
affection o accept of the Divine Son- as their
Exemplar, Ruler and Saviour. It is reserved for
those to. whom. the gospel -has been proclaimed

and pre awate’of tho t,enihl« eomq_u_eqnd

uidg nﬁmgmmwpw oty ahall read

Sui lluo was his pnyn fm du Bplu-un: (chap
1.18), that they might * khow what was the hope
of their calling, and what the. exceeding greatness
of his power to usward who believe, according to
the werking of his mighty powez, w hich he wrought
in Christ when he raised him from the dead, and
set him at his own right hand in heavenly places,”

Christ in his resurrection is represented as bursting
the gates of death, and bearing with him fo the
régions of immortal bliss, thuqx. whom he had ran-

‘when he himself shall be rev g
those heavens ‘with'the ory, “ Death'is oﬂiﬂom
up in victory 1"

Retder, that hour will surely come— ¢ The'whole

g h** forits approach, antl the respon-
sive prayer from the hearts' of myriads is, **Even
so, Como Lord Jesus !” And then will be thrown
open wide the gates of a paradide fairer than that
which Adam lost ; an Eden more sublime and glo-
rious than that of "Earth, will unfold its briltiant
landsoapes to the enraptured gaze of God’s .great ,

beljeving and rejoicing family, For ¢ the ransomed
of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with
songs, and everlasting joy upbn their heads.”

Having borne *‘the image of the we
shall: then® bear that. . of the heavenly,” and s
“spiritus] body" nifnister to a' spiritual mind.
This ¢ vilé body,".this tabernacle of earth shall
dwell in * a house not made with p-nd.. eternal in
the heavens.” Then shdllimm indestrustable,
boundless life pulsate in every limb and light up
every countenance. The eye shall ‘'open to view
with ¢ angel’s ken,” and flash v;i'.h the fires of un-
dying intelligence. The ear 'hqll be attaned ‘to
purest harmonies, and receive nmgth to endure
the music of the * evexlutlng song,” us it rises
from the lips of «ten th d timee ten th d
and th ds of th ds,” and reverberates,

as

to live in &in, in spite of the clearest knowledge,
of duty, combined with the presentation of the
most peacefu! motives to obedience conceivable.
It has been reserved tor such to reject pardon
and pedce and eternal life even though God’s
own Son diéd to procure for them those blessirgs
—and freely offered them to the vilest of the vile
wi hout money and without price, Here is ex«
hibited a degree of guilt and depravity unkvown
tbefore. - We are firther more assnred that in'the
day of judgment, Jesus as judge, will appoint to
all transgressors that punishment which is meet,
and that while the hea hen will be visited with
few stripes, unbelicvers will be visited with many
stripes. But on the other hand Jesus haa'elevat-
ed many. He came not to destroy but to save,
and his mission has been successful. He has
already gathered & numerous people, who,
throughout eternity shall adore him for their
salvation. He has pardoned many a sinner—
and also delivered him frow the power of his
sins. He has elevated countless wyriads to
honor and to felieity. He has made his people
sons of God, inheriters of the earth and hewrs of
heaven. We have also every reason to believe
that he will elevate many more, that he will con.
tinue to dispense his truth and his spiit until
the regivms of the,globe now in darkness shall
be enlightened, until the nations now enthral.ed
by error and sia shall be set free—until the
whole earth shall be filled with the holy and
happy subjects of his kingdom. Furthermore,
we are aasured that Jesus will revisit the earth
even now, that he will assemble all his people,
both those who aye alive at the time of his comi-
ing and those who have long slept in the dust
of the earth. All of those he will conduct to |
hie Father's house, all of those he will make
peers to the, aagels—all shall be crowned and
enthroned, and forever enjoy the elevation.
MATHETES.

For the Christian Watchman,

Christ's Resurrection--the Chtistian's

ope.
#*Qhrist is made unto us Redemption.”

The term redemption is tised in the Scriptures to
denote the recovery of all the glories—purity and
{ everlasting life—which we have lost by the fall of
Adam, and the actual transgressions of our lives.
Man is essentially a compound being—a body of
dusz, and & soul immortal,~—and the inspired wri-
ters dwell, not on the blessed condition of disem-
bodied spirits, but upon the resurrection of the
body as the true hope of the believer. This is the
genuine and glorious * redemption” of man,

Do the apostles aim to pour the balm of consola-
tion and comfort into the heart of the afflicted
christian,—to urge on the tardy and slothful ones,
in the chrigtian race,—to .caution and warn the
unruly and rebellious,—to strike the profligate and
ungodly dumb with terror? The fact of the second

from world to world throughout the universe of
God. "The voice with rarest melody shall speak the
language of angels, and sing “ the song of Moses
and the Lamb.” The featurés shall glow with
majestic besuty’ and unfading freshness through
eternal ages, for ‘*the glory of the Lord our God
shall'guapon us ;" **at his right hand is falness of
joy; and pleasure for evermore.” LaMBDA.

7
s Wwe they Ghristian ‘Watelman.
Live to good Purposes.

The persecuting, death dealing Pharisee be-
came the bold preacher of rightsousness to the
Gentiles.  The blaspheming tioker became the
Boanerges of many an awe struck assembly, and
d joyful prisoner of Jesus Christ. The eruel cap~
tain of a slave ship melted down into the pen~
man of “ Olney Hymns,” and a loving tender
hearted pastor. The dancing meteor of the race
course and hall room was drawn within the orbit

kof piety, and shed the light so benign and heauti-

ful which disappeared in the grave of Wilber-
force. What wrought these wondrous changes ?
The mighty power of the Spirit and the love of
Jesus. These changes were not all suddenly
brought about. No doubt there was at first but
“faint tokens' of guod. Hutby degrees there
was the dropping of bad "habits, the cultivation
of a selfsdenying spirit, the treating of inferiors
with. thoughtful and systematic kindness ; the
Bible was felt to be * the word of the living
God,” prayer became an effectun] means of pro-
ouring wished-for blessing); business, social af-
aire, family arrangements and personal conduct
were made subiject to the Saviour's rules. And
thusis the work of grace carried on in the heart,

God has benevolently g ven us bodies * fear-
fully and wonderfully made,” and in order to
maintain or restore their vigour we take rest,
food, exercise, and medicine. With God's bles-
sing on these means our days pass painlessly ;
we are strong for labor, and the brave spirt can
defend what the powerful arm has won.

God has given us minds with stupendous pow-
ers, and we employ means to develope and im~
prove them. With His help the memory bright-
ens till the main incidents of human history are
mapped out before it, and- great thoughts, like
rure flowers, deck and make glad the inwurd
landscape. The babit of observation sharpens,
till in the fields, where the reapers have gather-
ed their store, and the gleaner has followed after,
he finds ears sufficient to make a sheaf, or sees
inthe pebble kicked from the path of the pea-
sant, a gem of priceless worth. The judgment
strengthens, till frem gmg nis own affairs
with gkill, he b 8o elear, prehensi
and rich inresourses that he obtains the name of
a “ muster mind.”

More, God hes given us souls with boundless
capaoities, and it is our fault if we do not share
with celestial citi the joy of with

coming of our Lord, in glory, and the i
of ‘“the just and the unjust’ so immediately con-
nected with it, is the gram! argument they wield
with irresistable power.

Henoce the Psalmist.looked upon the resumection
of Christ as the time appointed fur his publié adop-
tion as the Son of God (Psalm 2. 7), as is shewn
by the anthor of the Acts, when he says (chap. 13,
33), **God hath fulfilled the same (the promise
made to the fathers) unto us their children, in that
he hath raised up Jesus again ; as it is also written
in the second Psahs, ¢ Thou art my Son, this day
have I begotten thee.” * And from this, the Resur-
rection is ecalled the Adoption, that is the manifes-
tation of sonship ‘¢ waiting for the adoption, to
wit, the redemption of the body.” (Rom. 8, 23.)
‘The spostle’s hope was, *“That I may know Him,
and the power of His resurrection, and the fellow-
ship of His sufferings, being made conformable
unto His death, if by any means I might attain
unto the resurrection of the dead.” (Phil. 3. 10, ll.)

Him. Just as it is the Creator’s will that we
should take care of our bocies, and improve our
minds, 80 it is also his vill that we take care of
onr souls and make the most ‘of the affections
and faculties with which they are endowed.. It
is His will that we quit the ranks of rebellion
and sue for peace and reconciliation. It is His
will that we should cast ourselves on His mercy,
as revealed in Christ Jesus. It is His will that
we no longer turn owr backs upon Him,fike the
prodigal leaving his home, nor look suspiciously
with side long glances, as thon(h distrustful of
aeceptance, but look st Him, as in the gospel he
looks at us, and be won back to allegiance by
the full faced xhibition of G~d like compassion
and fatherly forgiveness. It is His will that we
be born sgain, and enter ou u life of filial obedi-
ence, passing our days before him e dotifal
children. And having determined on this coutse;




