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rFIELDS OF THE SHERHERDS, BETHLEHEM.
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b» fcrottd among Its inbnbltams toaay. 
and tbe dweller* van lu no way via an 
to be descended from tbat rnce, though 
eome tra veters tblnk tbey eee a rveem- 
blance In tbeir appearance to tbe JeW- 
leh type. Tbe town wblcb aaw tbe 
blrth of Chrlst Is lubn bited almost en- 
tlrely by Christians. Tbey are a tbrifty 
and tnduetrlou* people and enperior 
In gvery way to tbe otfcer villa ge dwell- 
ers round about Jerusalem.

Betblebem la one of tbe oldeet towns 
In ralestfne. It has ex I st ed as a town 
for over four tbouanml years. Tbe 
bousee are bullt of wblte limvstöne 
and bave flat roofs. on wblcb tbe peo­
ple spend tbeir ennimer ev en In ga en- 
Joying tbe cool air from tbe rnoun- 
talna Tbe Street» are narrow and lr- 
regular. and mlgbt better be ca Iled 
la ne*, for tbere Is bot one real Street 
In Betblebem. Thls leada ?rom tbe 
country rond Into tbe town and tenni- 
sates in tbe large open square In front 
of tbe Cbnrvb of tbe Nativity.

Oa Christina» eve thls square Is 
filled wltb people dressed’ln tbeir gay- 
est attlre and a domed wltb all tbe 
flnery ln tbe way of necklaces. braee- 
lets and colns tbey possesa. Cbri«tlana

appearance of tbe “star ln tbe east" 
wltb tbis sigullk-ant lnscriptlon eucir- 
cliug It:

H1C DE VIRGINB MARIA JESUS 
CHR1BTUS NATU8 EST.

Above tbe altiir twelve lampa are 
bangiug, to repretent tbe twelve apos- 
tlea. Three steps more lead down to 
anotber cbapel over tbe olleged atall ln 
wblcb, accordlng to Latin tradition, 
tbe wooden mänger waa dlscovered.

On Cbriatmas eve tbe pilgrims crowd 
a round tbe cburch a wa i ting tbe bour 
of o|>ening in order to get good eeat» 
to wltnesa tbe grand ceremouy. Every 
mau. woman and child wbo can pos- 
sibly cotne la present Tbe na ve being 
devold of a ny sea ta, tbe (»eople slt or 
kneel on tbe martite floor, maklng a 
vurious mass of red fesea and wbite 
velia. In si lent pra y er tbey awalt tbe 
bour of tbe service. Meauwhile tbe 
strolna of tbe Te Deum suftly riae from 
tbe gnat organ.

Presently a proeession of blsbops and 
orchbishops, attired ln tbeir most gor- 
geous robes. enter* tbe cburch chntit- 
lug. Tbey are followed by priests and 
tuonkc and small boys dressed ln scar 
let who constitute tbe cboir. Tbe 
handsomest cburch decot atlona are 
kept for thls yearly service.

The devp, well trained voicew of tbe 
cboir jotn in slnglng beautiful a utbems. 
after wblcb tbere la a grea t deal of 
cbnntlng wilbout mucb variation. Sev 
eral times durin g tbe service tbe bish­
op*. one after anotber. abnect them- 
sclves to reappear ln dlfferent attlre. 
eecb of tbe robes being. lf possible. 
more gorgeous t han tbe last 

At midnlgbt tbere is a sudden lull 
In tbe masi c and bells ln tbe distans 
ring tbe/midnlgbt cbime. Tben. as by 
magic. a curtatn is drawn a side and 
over tbe chancel ga tes a cradle ap- 
peors to tbe wondering gaxe of tbe 
worabtpers and tfitbin tbe cradle an 

; Image of tbe babe. Tbe Gloria In Ex 
j celsls is sung and tbe bells cootlnue to 
’ peal merrily. announcing to all Beth- 
j lebem tbat it Is Cbrtstmaa daj. Tbe 

from every part of the country “barnbinc” or Imr.ge of tbe babe Is 
S»tber bere oo tbis nigbt—Latins, i now lifted before tbe eyes of tbe wor-

sbipera, wbo prost ra te tbemselves 
the ground in sdoration. Tbe proces­
sion of blsbops, priests and monks and 

lag and. wblcb stands on the edge of tbe pilgrims deocends toward the grot- 
tb« rll«f Mtendln* stons tbe rtdfe oi to oi tho nrnnger chsntlng and wmrlng 
tbo blU from ean to Wrst eonatst» ef loeense all oraood It Tbe cbapel 
tbe Churcb ef tbe Natirlty. enrronnded t*.<- 
by three eeoeeota. tbe Latlo. tbe Jreeb At,

ef tbe XatlTtt/ la tW**J 
itendom. It betoOo/T*^ 
ta eecb ef wblehaf "•«* q.
* wtthio 6»
large baaUin^^ “• •bieg *

/

I

madoksa nr arruLEHXM.

Armen io ns and Copta.
eoormous coUectioo of Joined

buildlng» wblcb tbe pilgrims are fac­

il only the offleiating 
Into tbe grotto and tbe 
about the narrow areb- 

e descendlng Into tbe 
now. wltb mucb pomp. 

Ung of tbe priests and 
tbe lncense. lay tbe 1U 
B* te tbe cbapel of tbe

week later than tbe Lgtin cburch. For 
weeka before Chrtstmas tbe Greek* 
fast ln order to better prepare thelij 
bearta for tbe tme worship of the 
Savfoor on the dar of Hl* nsthitm 
Tbey also celebra te Christinas witbiS

Tbe Cbwrcl» 
eddest ici

S.

It mnah» dans; tbe Cborcb of tbe Nathnty h betble- ,r,r,istKmi. mt to aay. of tbo
«, to »lott. Boett ia tbe

by tbe Lattae on CbrtsOBoa eee.
bdd j treqoent q barrets betweee tbe dllleieot .

wttblD tbla churcb THE GIRL AT 
1 tsrr THE WINDOW

fHRISTMAS IN e
V MnnFPN RFTHI H

#■* ■ vi srimii njwi uis. t Uillfl
! aoldiera wtth drawa aworda. ar* eebrmteo the feedeal of tbe botieity
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“Did you bave any tnoney lu the ehray 

1 bank?" be asked after a p:iuse. I HtUe woman.
j "Every cent tbnt 1 owu lu tbe world!" i JJJ/J mjViff 
»be answered. Ilftlng ber bandkercblef 

; to her eyes and bursting luto ten ra. 
j “I ma sorr.v.” Tbe man spoke wltb 
un embarrassment tbat seemed out of

» brought to bsy by a soft. 
Tbat I» i»e. T hank 

fira
JACK D.

The detective gare a lon g drawn out 
whietlc wben be read tbe note.

“He is a bad fellow. but be mlgbt be 
worse!" he commented wltb a erest- 
fallen sort of smile. “Don't you feel a 
Uttle proud of tbe way you handled 
the niost notorioua out la w ln tbe

But tbe girl dld not trust herself to 
anewer. Sbc bad turned ber face to 
the wlndow and In tbe Httle prayer of 
thnnksgivhig she sent out acroes tbe 
wlde. wild dnrkness for her recovered 
fortune tbere wns a plea for tbe man 
wbo bad given it back to ber.

me do the

hnrmotiy wltb bis rough fentures. She 
wlped ber eyes and witb a Httle at- 
tempt at bravery snitl:

“Ob. I k now 1 otigbt not to dothls- and 
of eonrse you do not umlerstand. XVhen 
the doctors orden*d papa out bere. be 
pnt $3.000 in tbat bank, and after—be 
dlcd—it was all I bad. Now It la gone. 
and I. oh. 1 am so helplees! And bere 
it Is Christinas time.” 8be wept afresh. 
a*’d tbe ma n moved tmeaslly In his 
seat. lifted hls pnper and turned the 
leavee nervously.

In a few mlnutea she drled her eyes 
and Iva ned wearily against tbe back 
of hor seat She had not slept for two 
nights. and soon ber eyea closed un 
eonsclously. and she sank hes v Hy 
n gulnat the strnlght. uncomfortable 
slde of tbe car. Wltb a sudden lurcb 
of the traln she swayed to tbe right 
then back again. nnU. finally fell in a 
Httle unconnrtou* henp upon the strong 
sbetilder of * er coinpanlon. He look cd 
helplcFsly. bcffitatlngly. at ber a mo­
ment. then. quletly moving in his sent. 
slipped offo hls cost. made it Into n 
henp and left lt beneath ber bend. Tbe 
tlght from above faintly outlincd ber 
delicately sbnped tace agolnst the 
black cont. her small wbite band wao 
tlirown lu childllke trustfulness above 
tbe glistenlng masses of golden halr.

Bending quickly over the sleeping 
girl he fumbled a few aeconds wltb 
the cont under ber bead. then dreW 
back and pulling bia hat over bis eyes 
peered from und<T the wlde bfim into 
tbe darkness out slde. Sereral abrill 
whistle» carae from under tbe car 
window. a lantern flashed up and 
tbeTe was a muttered oath. As tbe 
car moved o£f be ron wlldly down tb$ 
aisle.

The uotse of tbe englne inerensed 
and tbe girl opened ber eyes. She 
looked up Into tbe face of tbe man 
standin g over ber and started. Coold 
be be the same? Was sbe dreamlng? 
Surely her seat mate did not wear a 
muetache. yet tbese seemed to be tbe 
same plerclng black eyea. tbe 
brosd eboolders.

SANTA CLAUS UP TO DATE.
Slnce flrst good Ranta. Claus set out 

To make hls wtntry round.
Though soufrht by many 

Hle home has ne>r bee 
Esch yesr ha brings. wlth coursers flett, 

Hls choioest gifts and toys.
Then hurrlea on nor »tay» to meet 

Our thankful girls and boys.
Because of thls. alark, a las.

Some start a foolteh c ha ne 
And try the Icy drifts to paas 

To thank him to hls face.

a merry rout. 
n found.

tV91 Omi A HJKAKTT LADOH

But ere the froxes flelds sre erosaed.
XVhero winter s bllxsarda blow. 

Esch Httle child wbo starta la lost 
And burled In the snow.

And every year some girls and boys 
Still keep tbemselves swako 

To thank bin» for hl» pretty toys— 
A terrlble ml*taker 

For Iy*ng wakeful ln the *|| ]
Just keepe tbe sslnt swsy.

And tbose wbo do lt. 1 am toU.

She stared stupid!y and tbougbt tbe 
mustacbe must be a vagary. Tben ber 
eyes fell on the cont noder ber bead 
and sbe falt ered:

‘Thank you so mucb for pottlog lt 
tbere. 1 bope you haven’t cotne n» 
your station.”

Mayn*rd the bolldins. fm Rut thls fooUshneas must endl 
Tee need not tempt your fato, 

fullest thank» you 
By mettaod» up to data.

To thank him for

tho Forcburch at tbnee forget 
i tbey aB sdore came toHo Tbe srolled knowingiy. “Teo.

"$>«'* «B «BTtb Ud good WlU mles. he he» pseeed hl» «U
h» kft hl» win ha»»(or
I

bind. rou eee. miss. lt's very fum.y.
I happen to be tbe detective in tbis 
Poibauk tutnk ra se- 1 rvt i> *u you bave 
h. ard about it — and du v v beoe on 
tbe track of tl»e Ivudcr cf tbat gang 
slnce dnybreak tbis tuornJng. Bome* 
bow 1 tbougbt be boardtd thls tralu, 
and wben 1 got on at l»— I look cd ail 
ihrough fxu- bim. but l»eing in coro- 

wltti s lady I dlttet eixe blm up

BOXTT nibeteeu hundred and tbe only remalna of tbe ebereb bnilt 
two years ego, «n tbe reiga by BL Helena, Is owned by t hem all ;

f m « C»ssr Augustas, tho Ut- m com
4^ ,l* tow° of Betblebem. ste <rf Cortnthlan pillar*, similar to tboev 

mUeo soutb of Jerusalem, wblcb are found in tbe Mosque of 
waa crowded wltb visitors at about o mar on tbe aite of tbe andent temple 
tbis time of tbe yeor. ali eoming to be ja Jerusalem. Tbe faded moaaic on tbe 
taxed In thetr native codntry. In a wall and the roogb ceiUng of beama 
cav^ below tbe principal lnn sr from tbe cedars of Lebanon are th< 
khen ef the town. wbere tbe oxeo only trea sures rem* i ning ln tbis edlflce, 
vrere usoally kept, a gentle Jewlsh ; wblcb wa» one» biaxing wlth gold and 

bent loviDgiy over beg Babe. A silver. Tbis ancieot buildlng adjoiiu. 
ligbt from bes ven Ulumlned tbe rude tbe one now ln use and is only divklcd 

nger wbere Be peacefnUy lay and fnrm lt by s small door. 
shed s brlUlant rad lan ce over the scene. Here are tbe usual altars and 1 ma ges 

»eTeral hundred years later the wblcb are found In tbe Latin cburch
all over tbe orten t, and ln tbe Greek 
portion are tbe ernious pieturee wblcb 
tbe Greek» revere in tbe^place of 
image*. A spiral stalrcase of fourteen 
steps leada from tbis cburch down to 
tbe boly crypt. a grotto twenty feet nn 
der tbe great cboir.

Tbis boly crypt forms the cbapel of 
the mänger and is s »ubterranean 
vault exeavated out of tbe limest one 
rock of wblcb tbe blll of Bethleber.! 
is composed. On its wall» are old 
sllkeo taj>estrie*. Many of the silver 
lampa banglng bere were donation*- 
from kiugs. and are alway» kept a ligbt 
Tbis is tbe »upposed »Ite of tbe blrth 
of our lx>rd. Tbere Is o bright »tar on 
tbe marble floor. commemorating th«-

THE train thls Christinas ere 
slowed up enough to take 
a singk* psssengcr abourd 
an<l to nllow a girl scatcd 
at ouv of tbe car Windows 

a ix-tter vlew of tbe snow covered 
k itdscnpe and tbe little patchwork of 
bousks about tbe station. Tben It lum- 
t- rvd off again. Tbe new passenger 
t ok i s<*at buside tbe girl at tbe wtn- j dow becauee It was the only vacant 
ore. She c mtloucd to gaze at tbe 
wbite flelds for a time.

“Merry Christinas! Wbat a mock- 
i eryr sbc tbougbt blttvrly. Tben sbc 

stote a glauce at ber new companton. 
Hls face was hlddvn by tbe oewspaper 
be was boldlng closc to bis eyes in a 
raln struggle to read by the fast fnd- 
Ing ligbt. Wben be threw it down In 

I dixgust. she leaned forward and asked 
tlmldly:

“May I look at It a moment ? I want 
to see lf tbere is any later news about 
tbe Pocbunk bank robbery.”

He handed her tbe paper and watch- 
j ed her curiously us sbe bent over 1$ 
j and wltb eagemvs* read tbe flrst page.

“Dld you flod out wbat you wanted 
I to knowT* be osked xvhen she banded

It bas a ton g doubte ti ne

penj
till it wns too late.
Ing ln from the otlirr car w lien l »aw 
bim dash down tbe aisle and make a 
juiup xvhUe tbe enr was moving. and of 

by tbe time 1 got to tbe door 
tbe car Lad g#Ined too mv.cb *i*eod for 
me to jurnp after blm. so 1 redtoo ne 
luts given tnr tbe slip for good.*

Tbe girl mit »taring up ln tbe face of 
her new coiujKtuion withoöt pixuiing 
hrr lips. At lust sbe burst luto a bys- 
tertcel lit of laugbing. Sudden ly
i lnyklng herself ►ln* Itfted tbe cont and 
uttervtl u loud cxelauiation as a II tle 

of tbe foi Is.

pions Em press Helena of Rome visited 
Pslesöne and dlscovered tbis grotto te 
Betblebem, wblcb bad served as a 
hnmbte »helter for tbe Chrlst Child.

bj t b» nedrlty. »tid thereupoo w lshed 
to mark tbe »pot (or «H time. Sbe bid 
■ msgnlflcetit cburch bnilt orcr tho 
■i te. »o t ho t Chrlst In n. from generation 
to generation mlgbt worship thera. 
The remoln» of tbat bcoutlful bnlldlng 
•re etUI to be eeen ln the city of Beth-

It bl » itrange faet tbat thongh 
Betblebem wa. preemlnently a dty 
brlongtng to the Jew» ht tbe dnye ef 
I>«Tld and of Both. not one Jew la to

pack*ge drovix^l out 
Sllpplng off t hr cvver sbe plcked up a 
loll of bilis, anil pinned carvfully to 
one of tlmni was o scrr.p of paper v.pon 
whlch some words bad beeo burricdly 
written wlth a lead pencll:

pt w» B Chrtstmas present 
pir share ln the Pocbunk bank raid. 
whlch I thlnk wlll sboul cover your loas. 
1 U*tvl to read Sunduy school books oncs.

I re mena ber the thlef wa»

Plvase accetbe paper back to blm.
“Na for tbere is no tmee of the 

thlcvcs or tbe tnoney yet!” she an- j 
I swered. wltb a great deal of feellng. and tn then»
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