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THE CANADIAN FORWARD

T OTHERS ARE THINKING

B!'l!h* plnﬁs from
Wide-a-wake Contemporaries
STATE CONTROL or MINES. “that the Internationale had not been

E

Ihmt of Welsh Miners’ Official.

Im a statement made on Monday Mr.
Vernon Hartshorn, a member of the ex-
ecutive of the South Wales Miners’
Federation, - announces, in connection
with the Government scheme for the
control of mines, that already assur-
ances Nad been received on the import-
ant point of the status and rights ofvthe
miners. Those assurances, he says, are
quite satisfactory, and at present there
is not anything to be feared on that

. seore.

The Government” control scheme (he
adds) is for the present in its rudiment-
ary stages, The Government is pro-
ceeding slowfy and cautiously, in order
not to rush into unnecessary difficulties.
This initial stage will, however, soon be
over, and out of the new control there
will have to be built up a great scheme
for the benefit of the nation in various
directions. It is certain that the Gov-
ernment does not intend that State con-
trol shall be merély formal, and without
any practical effect upon the industry
itself, or upon the part which the in-
dustry plays in the life of the nation.
Btate control has in it the beginning no\
only of the solution of problems of
produetion; but of distribution as well
The miners hope not only that State
control will prove to' be beneficial to
the industry itself, but that the general
publie will also reap many advantages
from it. It would not benefit the house-
bolders if the Government dealt simply
with the output and left distribuition
ontxrdy to the mercy of middlemen. If
the schemé is to benefit the genera’
public there must be State ot municipal
eontrol of middlemen and dealers as
well as of coalowners. The distribytion

-and sale of house coal at any rate ought

to be largely, if not entirely, under the
control of the local authorities.—Hud-
‘dersfield Worker.

LABOR AFTER THE WAR.

At Keighley on Sunday morning »
meeting held under the auspices of the
National Union of General Workers wa
addressed by Mr. Will Thorne, M.P
(general secretary), and Mr. Walte
Wood (district secretary). Mr. W
Bland, prospective Labor candidate for
Holmfirth Division, presided.

The Chairman, looking forward tc
the depression in trade that he fore:
saw would follpw the end of the war
said that this whuld give the employe
his opportunity, and even now the em
ployers were consolidating their posi

“tion.

;. Mr. Walter Wood thought the war
was likely to result in the salvation of
the workers, whg would claim, on ac-
count of the great sacrifices they were

making, to have a greater right to say

what their life should be.

Mr. Will Thorne, M.P., said that if,
after the war, the Government attempt-
ed to keep the workers hemmed in and
restricted on the lines which had been
agreed to voluntarily, and were not pre-
paréd to let them get back to economic
freedom, ~there - would be ways and
ameans at the dnposﬂ of the workers
that would break the back of any Gov-

-ernment. “He claimed that the 'gvage
- earners had been more patriotic thao

m; of the omployou.—-—'rhe Worker.

capable before the war of maintaining
peace, and to-day & reunion would mean
only division. The struggle introduced
between the varioms fractiong would set
the prolectariats one against the othef.
By 1,537 votes tc 1,407, Congress
adopted a motien declaring that it
would consider the question of a gen-
eral reunion of the Internationale only
when the German. Socialist party had
transmitted to the International Social-
ist Bureau precise resolutions defining
the attitude which it intended to take
in view of the refusal of the Ceéntral
Empires to define clearly the character
of their offers of negotiations for peace.
At the close of the sitting the Con-
gress voted a resolution in favor of the
party being represented in the Cabinet,
and authorizing the presence of M.
Thomas in the Government of National
Defence as Minister of Munitions.

INVESTIGATE THE CHARGES.

A. A. Heaps, the Social-Democratic
candidate for alderman in Ward 5, has
formulated some very definite charges
of wrongdoing in eonnection with the
election in Ward Five: These have been
made. public and a copy has been sent
to the City Council.

It is unreasonable to expect that a
candidate for civie office. who becomes
'ware that unlawful practices have
heen resorted to should himself under-
take the task and expense of an in-
‘estigation. Tn this instance it is,
Toubtless, quite impossible to “do any-
*hing of the kind. But they should
vevertheless be investigated. It be-
romes the duty ‘of the City Council to
‘ee that an investigation be held,

It is held by some that the whole of

_the evidence will be brought to light

*n the tfial of the protest which has
“een lodged by Mayoralty Candidate
Dyson. It is by no means assured that
*he evidence will be delved into if it
hounld be found that it relates only to
*he aldermanic contest .and not to the
mayoralty.@On the other hand, the pro-
*est might not be pushed through to a
~onclusion, at least the option of see-
‘ng that it does does not belong to the
"ity.—Winnipeg Voice.

MELTING POT.

‘‘Germany wants peace,’’ the news-
naper headlines declare. It is about
*he only thing left in Europe worth
~aving.

‘“‘Clermany is beaten’'’-—of course, but
't reminds us of the beating that Pat
Malone got. Paddy came-home to his
wife one -night in an- awful state,
minus a mose and an ear, with his arm
in a sling and his eyebrow chewed.
““Fighting ye ar-r-e again,’’ says Biddy,
“‘and did ye let that dur-r-t-y little spal-
peen, Mike MeGinty, beat ye again?’’
““Whist! Whist!’ says -Pat, ‘‘don’t
spake disrespectful of the dead!’’

Never before in the history of class

rule has the hypocrisy of the explyiters
~of humanity and. their hangers-on been

so brazenly and impudently exposed as
at the present moment.
It is rotten!

At & time when speculators and ox:
porters. of 'foodstuffs are Yeeding the .

war demons of Europe and starving the
workers of America, when murder ma-
chine makers are using such vast qual‘

| tities of point paper material in thou'
aceursed explosives that the price of |
paper is tomﬂg ublmsti'b to the

3 Persm that Gomany wus tnmniu Mr

ger in our land, come forth the shame-
lesy pa.nders of plutocracy, with all the
sffrontery of a King Louis of France,
telling the poor to eat grass!

And with them, like the priests were
with - King Louis, are the soul-savers,
calling on the hungry to come to Jesus.

Demonstrations are being held in the
cities, to show how a poor person can
live on'a cent =& meal or less. And

. the reverend doctors of delusion are

holding prayer-meetings in the work-
shops and factories to/ hypnotize the
poor into worrying about their ‘‘lost’’
souls instead of their starvéd stomachs.

The whole thing is raw enough to

‘start & red revolution.

THE FUTURE OF WAR AND
PEAGE

II.—General Causes of the War.

(By Mervyn Smith.)

For purposes of home consumption
many of the reasons given as .causes
of the war are encouraged and permit-
ted wide circulation. However, the
shooting .incident at Serajevo or the
sviolation of Belgian neutrality are ex-

cuses and not causes. The idea that

the German Kaiser precipitated the
conflict out of pure wantonness must
appear absurd on a moment’s reflec-

tion. Wars are not planned and paid
for by a few individuals. " A crowned
ruler iy nowadays a survival with only
nominal powers, or .a noisy exponent

_of prevailing imperialism, and at most

a partner with financial and industrial
oligarchs.
is all-powerful unless it receives the
support of other elements of the upper
clagses. Nor do many of thé commonly

advanced '‘explanations’’ really ox- |
plain the situation. Conditions of race,

religion, government; social habits and
character, are so varied amongst even
allied nations on both sides, that tlwy
furnizh. no common and  adequate mo-
tive . for
Only the economic situation does this.

It seems strange that two countries
recently considered as opposites in im-
portant respects shduld to-day be found
as allies. On the surface Germany and
Russia dppear more possible allies than
do England and Russia. That it is not
80 indicates that in alliances social
freedom in the contracting nations is
not considered. Alliances are made for
the purpose of protecting interests—
and those of the most ‘‘material?’
kind. Throughout a large part of the
last century British afid Russian aspira-
tions conflicted in the Near East. But

when German influence began to make. |

itself felt in Turkey, Avhen concessions
were received and the Bagdad Railway
begun, - when; in -short, German ag-
gressiveness threatened to leave both
Britain and Russia without a problem
to disputé, then these two.covert ene-
mies ~eame to an understanding and
united against ‘the newcomer. The
British, who so long helped to keep ¢he
Russians from Constantinople, now
seem prepared to allow them this ecity
‘“‘as, a reward for their efforts in thé
war.’? It is obvious that in the fu-
ture; for sofite time at . least, Russian
occupation would menace British inter-
ests less than Germais occupation,
The ingorporation of Constantinople
and parts of Turkey with the Russian
Empire would aid the development of
‘Rissia to full capitalist robustness and

give her control of the outlct to the
"Meditefranean, But it was just in the

direction of the Balkans, ‘l‘urioy and

Not even a military party -

the general - participation. .

atinexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
in 1908 was a German and Austs
vidtory. But Germany sufféered thrM ;
the "Agadix incident, and again after =
the Balkan Wars, when the Serbian .
successes kindled bright hopes for ®
greater Serbia. Such a Blav scheme if
successful would have destroyed the
continuity of the projected world em-
pire and prevented Geérman gains from
the exploitation of the backward na-
tion, The Serajevo shocting furnished
the Central Empires the excuse to
strike: with force of arms. True to
their economic interests England, Rus-
sia and France were forced into the
struggle. And beneath the fine phrases
of the belligerents is heard the hard
metallie. language of sveel and gold.
(To be continued.)

A SBLEEPY CHURCH AWAKENING.
. {

The report of the Rev. J. T. Fergu:

son, representing the SBynod Presby-

teries of High River, Macleod;, and

Kootenay, to the 1914 Ceneral Assem-

bly of the Presbyterian €hurch, as re-

ported on page 44 of the acts and pro-

ceedings of the assembly, under the

caption of ‘‘Social Unrest,”’ will be

of general interest to our readers. The

report is as follows:—
‘‘The attitude of a large number of

wage-earners and members of labor

unions towards the Church has not be-

come more friendly. - The - influence

spreading eastward and inward from

the deplorable events of the prolonged

labor disturbances on’ Vancouver Is:

land, which breught representatives of

labor into sharp conflict with govern-

ment, has proved embittering and mis-

chievous. The utterance of preachers .

and the deliverances of Church courts, -

given forth with laudable intention of

helping to heal between the class in.

terosts involved, were belated M

sprang from imperfect go s

not cgditublo to' our ‘sense
_Jjustice. ‘Many. people have been
“ing Winston Churchill’s ‘Inside the
Cup,’’ 1 have been asked evorywm
what I thought of it. Its challenge
to the Church will be morg loudly
heard as time goes on. The vehemence
and perseverance of the Bocialistic at-

- tack upon the Church cannot be over:
looked. It has to be studied and eéx.
plained. 1t is closély related to the
attitude of large secetions of people fo-
wards the Church as an institution, and
it affects any effort which the Church -
may make in the direction of reaching .
numbers of people who' are at present
alienated from her. Our young ‘mis-
sionaries ate often mueh perplexed imn
endeavoring to meet the hostile eriti-
cisms with which they are confronted;
and even the most experieneed men
find it difficult to lead those who are
subject to Socialistic influences into-
heéarty alliance with the Church. The
feeling of many men is expressed in
the action of certain feotch miners
who, when a subscription sheet o
which contributions were solicited for B
missions -was presented to them, wrote
upon it the single emphatic word,
Never!’ '’

One of the argumonta against wo- .
|, man’s suﬂmge is that woman’s place -
is in the home. What irony! “Séven-
ty-five per cent. of the women have no
homes. A rented house i#’ not a ilonc,
it is just a place to stay. A !
house is not a home, it’s hell. If v
man’'s place is ii ‘the home let
mmtshe huahommmhylt




