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FRUIT GROWING ON CLAY SOILS.

F°r ft I°ng time it was supposed, at all events in the section of country in which I

nersnl!) d’ h?D’ ,n.d,8pell'n8 ldea is one of the ob.îects ol ‘his paper From 
persona1 experience ,n the heart of one of the best known fruit sections in Ontario ex-
mrfod8! î,er e‘gbt y!ar8’ and, fr?m observation of the operations of others ovei a longer 
penod, I have come to a conclusion slightly different from the foregoing, and I ask von
^our notT, y°N SMa t0r % 8h°rt time that 1 Present the other side of the case' to 
well J f a ,N0W’m m7 experience clay soil, and especially high red clay, is peculiarly 
we‘1 adapted to growing profitably the following kinds of fruit, namely ; grapes pears
wX th-P/e8’ <1UmCe!’ rud and black currants' Peaches and cherries will also do fairly
when thev wTleTf ’ 1°^^’ «iven exceptionally good attention and cultivation! 
when they will bear fruit some seasons when there is little or none on the sand, and the
the ne! v ^ery fine- Stl11 Profit clay does not compare with sand in the case of 
of Jd nn H^ l! nay l0Ve8.a h8ht warm soil. Small fruits, also, with the exception 

*!d T bla‘k cur™nts' mentioned above, cannot be profitably grown upon clay to any 
gieat extent, although an excellent supply for home use can be easily obtained. ^But le! 
hLIn -T * thos« frulta I have already said can be profitably grown there. To 
eaflineMth nftn8'l, Fur 1 C,alm the following advantages on clav soil : Firstly,
thin u" ‘ Ihlgh red cla-v moat varieties will ripen from 10 days to 3 weeks earliJr

“ in11 “ the 8ame10Cality- ThU advantage is of great importance from a peeuni
th! n l /T' 'T0-"1 J ? an ear'y aection- frequently from this cause alone doubling 
the pro.,ts to be obtained from the vineyard. Secondly, healthiness. Grapes on
th/ ... ot „nea[,y ®° subject to diseases, especially rot and mildew. Thirdly 
he quality of the fruit is vastly superior. So much is this the case S 

thIt1rmvfrU Srownonclay is like a totally different and superior variety compared to 
that grown upon sand, although the name be the same. To give you an example from 
biLw” e*perlence’ wh,ch is the more valuable as it was purely voluntary and quite un-
lTnll»1|yTr °r m1r1Tua y°Ung friend of mine wl,o had been staying with me for 
a considerable time and had been accustomed to eat my grapes grown upon a clay soil
thePseandd 1° tlir°Ugh 80me °f the Iar8e vineyards in my neighborhood upon
v Lv«rl th WaS “ day- to the ear,y part of October, and as we walked through the 
Hm! IdMh g hUDg ,m temPtln« clusters, perfectly ripe. Naturally enough, he 
sampled them as he went along, but after doing so his face did not express the sadsfac-

°ne ha™ looked f°r "nder ‘he circumstances. Instead of which he said, 
whatever is the matter with these grapes? they have no flavor.” I suggested that it
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Mr. Allan : The big apple. 
The Secretary : How early would you do this thinning ?

codlinP;iSiRA,° : 1 8h0Uld Say jU8t after the first aPPle-are fallen from the effects of the

The Secretary : Just about the time we do our spraying 1 
Prof. Craig : A little after.
A Delegate : How old was the tree from which these specimens came ?
Prof. Craig : It was six years planted.

Mr CalHn" f.or]the PaPer, “ Fruit Growing on Clay soils,” by
read, ' H' P “ ’ of Grlmsby, and discussing it in connection with the paper just
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