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HUNS FIGHT DESPERATELY 
TO STEM AUIED AVALANCHE

WOUNDED BUT HAPPY

ALLIES HAVE TAKEN 40,000 PRISONERS IN FOUR DAYS
GERMANS HAVE EVACUATED 

THE TOWN OF ROYE AFTER 
FIGHTING DESPERATELY TO 
HOLD THIS VITAL POSITIONForces F-mi the Dominion M oved to Battle Area Secretly 

an ,<épt Hidden For Days in the Woods in Prep­
aration Against Drive On the Germans.

BY J. F. B. LIVESAY.
Correspondent of the Canadian Press.
With the Canadian Forces, Aug. 12.— 

It is now possible to say that the Can­
adian forces, having secretly taken 
over that part of the Australian lino 
running south of the railway at Vll- 
lers-Bretonneux to the Avre, reached 
on the first day of the offensive their 
objectives at 14,000 yards, and that on 
Saturday evening they had attained the 
line marked out for them several thou­
sand yards further on.

Originally this drive covered a width 
of twenty miles, in which the Cana­
dians and Australians, still side by side, 
fought in the centre. On the Australian 
left an Bngllsh force was set a very 
hard task between the Somme and the 
Ancre, where progress was necessarily 
more difficult and fighting extremely 
stiff. The French south of the Cana­
dian line has met similar difficulties, 
but have not greatly widened the front 
of attack by extending their operations 
southeast of Montdidter. The very bril­
liant results they thus far had attained 
are the happiest augury for the future.

Greatest Success In War.
Speculation as to the future is idle. 

Here, at least, is a great initial suc­
cess. It is quite likely that the enemy 
will throw in reserves with a view to 
checking our advance by a strong 
counter-attack. In the entire course of 
the war effort of the Allies there has 
>een no such ror gnfflient ad.v-xr.ro* zz 
that of the past four days, gathering 
its momentum from an initial success.

due almost entirely to surprise. The 
people of Canada may well be proud at 
the brilliancy of conception, the per­
fection of organization and the rigid 
imposition of the all-essential equality 
of secrecy with which the force was 
moved many miles by long night 
marches, and thrown into action at the 
appointed hour entirely unknown to 
the enemy.

This is a rolling country, with high 
bare uplands delimited by wooded val­
leys and slopes. In those woods were 
congregated for several days, await­
ing the word, a great force of Canadian 
troops, hidden. There lay heavy guns 
and light ammunition columns, and all 
the impediments of battle. There was 
the most admirable lia son between all 
arms and throughout all ranks. The 
great surprise demanded nothing less. 
All had their place in the exploit, which 
concluded when the guns opened, and 
whose fruits have been reaped with a 
mathematical exactitude.

Weather on Allied Side.
During the first three days everything 

fought for us. The weather, with the 
cloudy days of preparation, the fog that 
rolled down at the right moment, and 
the perfect days that have ensued. For 
the first time. It is said, the weather 
has been on the side of the Allies.

The Joy of all ranks Is beyond meas­
ure. Sir Arthur Currie visited a num­
ber of advanced dressing stations, and 
everywhere he found our Wdv.ndtxl ani­
mated by brave, good cheer, begging of 

Continued on Page Three.

TROTZKY AND 
LENINE FLEE

FISHERMEN CAST 
ADRIFT BY HUNS 
WHO SANK SHIP
Crews Working Off Atlantic 

Coast Report Thrilling 
Experiences.

An Atlantic Port, Aug. 12.—A British 
merchant steamer was sunk recently off 
the North Atlantic coast, according to 
the second officer of the German sub­
marine. which sent nine fishing schoon­
ers to the bottom off George’s Banks 
Saturday and Sunday. This report was 
given members of the crew of the Kate 
Palmer, a fishing schooner, when they 
were token al>oard the U-boat, prior 
to the destruction of their vessel. The 
fisherman did not learn the name of 
the Britisher, but were informed that 

, she had two smokestacks. The fisher­
men were brought here early today 
aboard the auxiliary schooner Helen 

i Murley, after having been set adrift in 
a dory shortly before nightfall by the 
submarine’s commander. They report 
that probably f>0 fishermen were cast 
adrift in small boats after the U-boat’s 
attack on the fleet. Naval and marine 
men expected, however, that most of 
these would be picked up before the 
day was over.

The crew' of the Palmer reported that 
probably thirty sailing vessels were in 
the immediate vicinity nt the time of 
the attack. They said they heard fir­
ing all day Saturday from 10 a.m. Most 
of the sinkings occurred on Saturday 
rather than Sunday, as early reports 
had indicated. The men brought in in­
cluded Oapt. Edward Russell of the 
Kate Palmer and Frederick Quinlan, 
one of the crew, and two Nova Scotia 
fishermen. They were cast adrift In 
their dory about 6 o’clock Saturday 
night. They were picked up about five 
hours later by Murley.

The fishermen reported the submar­
ine was 300 feet long and carried a crew 
of about 70 men, all brawny sailors of 
less than 30 years. A six-inch gun was 
mounted forxvard and a smaller one 
astern. The second officer told them 
the submersible could make 21 knots 
on the surface.

GERMANS FELLED 
TREES IN ROAD IN 

EFFORT TO CHECK 
ALLIED ADVANCE

London, Aug. 12.—Reuter’s corre­
spondent on the French front under 
date of Sunday attributes the slower 
rate of progress on Saturday than on 
the first two days less to the resistance 
of the enemy than to the fact that the 
roads over which the Allies must ad­
vance are so encumbered with aban­
doned material and trees, which the en­
emy felled In great numbers across the 
roads, that the progress of the cavalry 
and Infantry has been impeded. This 
Is not so much on their own account, 
but owing to the difficulties met by the 
ammuntion and supply columns, which 
follow them.

On the other hand, he adds, the en­
emy's haste prevented the mining of the 
roads and the setting of death traps as 
he did In 1917. It is possible, therefore, 
to explore abandoned towns and vil­
lages without fear of being blown to 
pieces.

HON. DR J. SJËLAND 
LAUDS 40,000 FRENCH 
CANADIANS IN WAR
Tells Citizens in His Home 

Town of Troops’ Heroic 
Deeds in France.

London, Aug. 12.—Premier Lenine and 
his chief assistant, Leon Trotzky, have 
fled to Kronstadt, the naval base near 
Petrograd, according to a dispatch sent 
out by the semi-official Wolff Bureau 
of Berlin, and printed in Zurich news­
papers, says a Havas report.

Reports received in Tvondon Sunday 
that the Bolshevik leaders intended to 
flee to Germany lends color to the Ger­
man report that they have already gone 
to Kronstadt. Copenhagen dispatches 
Sunday said that the anti-Bolshevik 
movement in Russia was growing rapid­
ly and that the Bolshevik Government 
virtually had gone to pieces. These re­
ports were taken from Russian news­
papers.

Lenine and Trotzky have been _ In 
power since the overthrow of the Ker­
ensky cabinet last November. They ne­
gotiated the Brest-Litovsk peace.

CONSTANTBLOWS 
ON FOE’S FLANKS 
WILL DRIVE HIM 
TO "HINDY” LINE
But Simonds Warns That the 

Allied Salent Must Not Be 
Sunk Too Deep.

LUDENDORFF IS NOT IDLE

Advertiser Illustrations.
Two United States soldiers, wounded In France, are having a happy time In 

a hospital in England.

Likely to Check Drive Soon, 
Unless Driven Out of High 

Ground at Bapaume.

VOLUNTEERS MO DRAFTEES 
WILE COMPRISE CANADIAN

FORCES GOING TO SU
------------------—__________ ___________________ —

Units From Dominion Will Be Brigaded With the Japanese 
and American Armies Under a Central Command

“THE WHOLE WORLD 
IS AGAINST YOU”

Rome, Aug. 12.—Among the 
messages dropped into Vienna by 
Gabriel d'Annunzio, the author, 
in his recent flight with an 
Italian air squadron over the 
Austrian capital, was one in 
which the American effort was 
emphasized.

"The whole world," reads this 
message, "is against you, while 
your Government, after its defeat 
last June, is hopeless of victory. 
Today more than one million 
Americans are fighting in France, 
and America is building twice as 
many ships as the submarines are 
sinking."

Uncoi.firmed Report of Taking of Important 
Place Is Announced—Over 40,000 German 
Prisoners Have Fallen Into Allied Hands 
In Four Days
With the British Army in France, Aug. 12, 2:16 p.m.—There is 

an unconfirmed report this afternoon that the town of Roye, which 
the Germans have been defending so desperately, has been evacu­
ated.

British tanks have been seen operating a conisderable distance
east of that town.

Arranged by Alii ed Governments.

As-
BY FRANK H. SIMONDS. 

Copyright, 1918, by the Tribune 
•edition.

New York. Aug. 12.—The fourth day 
of the great Anglo-French offensive, 
which will unquestionably be known 
hereafter as the third battle of the 
Somme, reveals with some measure of 
clarity the purpose of Ludendorff, and 
the method he Is following in endea­
voring to meet and check Foch. He 
has abandoned the old Montdidier 
salient, and all notion of holding any 
portion of his position west of the line 
held by the Germans at the beginning 
of the first battle of the Somme, In 
July, 1918. He is now attempting to re­
store his front somewhere between the 
Somme and the Oise, west of the line 
Peronne-Ham-Chauny, to which he 
must eventually retire.

To accomplish this Ludendorff Is 
rapidly Increasing the tenacity of the 
resistance. On the flanks of the break 
in his line he Is standing firm, with 
high ground north of the Somme, which 
saw the famous fighting of 1916, and 
on the high ground north and west of 
the Oise, between Noyon and Lapsygny. 
If he can hold these flanks for the 

Continued on Page Nine.

[Special to The Advertiser.]
Ottawa, Aug. 12. — The new Cana­

dian expeditionary force to be sent to 
Siberia as a part of the Allied army 
to join forces with the Czecho-Slovaks 
against the German occupation of Rus­
sia shall consist of both volunteers and 
draftees. A call will be issued for re­
cruits for the new force, which will 
comprise units of infantry, artillery, 
medicals, transport and other branches 
of the service. At the same time the 
department will draw as the need oc­
casions upon the draftees already un- I 
der training in Canada.

Details as to the composition of the 
force and personnel of the staff have 
not yet been determined by the mili­
tia department, as the final order for 
mobilization was not given until Sat­
urday. It is probable, however, that 
the commanding officer will be one of 
the brigadier-generals who has already 
had experience at the front. Announce­
ment as to commands and units will

days by militia

THE WEATHER
LOCAL TEMPERATURES 

Following were the highest and lowest 
temperatures recorded In London during 
the 24 hours previous to 8 o’clock last 
night: Highest, 94; lowest, 67,

The official temperatures for the 12 
hours previous to 8 a.m. today werei 
Highest, 82; lowest, 64.

Bouisvell, Que., Aug. 12.—Comment­
ing on the magnificent spirit and heroic 
hearing of the 40.000 French-Canadlans 
in the war. Hon. Dr. H. 8. Beland, for­
merly postmaster-general for Canada, 
told the people of his native town, who 
yesterday turned out in thousands to 
welcome him, how proud they might he 
if they had sons or other relatives at 
the front fighting for the cause of 
righteousness, humanity and Justice, 
against barbarity. His direct plea to 
their sense of right and justice stirred 
his great audience to an inspiring dem­
onstration of sympathy for the speaker, 
and for the cause he urged. The dem­
onstration was most striking, after Dr. 
Beland had shown how the war was 
forced on the Allies bjr Germany.

TOMORROW—FAIR AND WARM. j
Toronto, Aug. 12—8 a.m. !

Forecasts.
Today—-Light winds; fine and warm. ;
Tuesday—Moderate to fresh southeast 

to southwest winds: mostly fair and 
warm, hut some local showers or thun­
derstorms.

Temperatures.
The following were the highest and 

lowest temperatures during the 24 hours 
previous to 8 a.m. today;

Stations, High. Low,
Victoria................. 66 50
Calgary ................ 54 46
Winnipeg 64 56
Port Arthur........  ,, 52
Parry Round........ ’ 58
Port Stan y........ 84 64
Toronto ................ 92 R2
Kingston 80 64
Ottawa ............... ,86 60
Montreal .............. 78 62
Quebec ................. 70 58

Weather Notes.
Rincô Saturday showers or thunder­

storms have occurred very locallv in 
Ontario and Quebec, and rain has fallen 
heavily In nearly aU portions of the 
Western Province*

GERMAN NEWSPAPERS 
DEMANDING THE TRUTH

Weather.
Fair
Cloudy
Cloudy
Fair
Clear
Hear
Clear
Fair
Clear
Clear
Fair

The Hague, Aug. 12.—German news­
papers are asking pointed questions 
concerning reverses in the west and 
are caustic in their comment.

A Berlin dispatch to the Poet of 
Munich complains of the attempts of 
certain official circles to conceal the 
truth from the people. It Bays this has 
done incalculable harm and is largely 
resporsible for the present bitterness. 
The dispatch adds:

"The same day that Gen. Ludendorff 
confessed our strategic plans had failed 
Prince Henry of Prussia in a speech at 
Hamburg said the Turkish attache had 
just told him he considered the battle 
on the Marne a German victory. So 
the German public may choose between 
Ludendorff and the Turkish attache. It 
is painful to see private persons in 
prominent positions like Prince Henry 
trying to represent facts in a manner at 
variance with the truth,"

SING HYMNS ON 
WAYJOPRISON

Conscientious Objectors Sen­
tenced at Niagara Taken 

by Boat to Kingston.
[Special to The Advertiser.]

Toronto. Auk. 12.—Hundred* of To­
rontonians waiting for the 7 o’clock 
boat at Nlagara-on-the-Lake last even­
ing were somewhat surprised to hear 
men singing such hymns as "Nearer, 
My God, to Thee" and others of simi­
lar strain at the dock. Upon closer 
observation could be seen six men, some 
In khaki, handcuffed In pairs, standing 
on the wharf under military guard, all 
singing sacred songs. They were con­
scientious objectors, who were being 
taken across to Toronto on the boat en 
route to Kingston, where they will serve 
a long term for refusing to obey mili­
tary orders. The men were marched to 
the boat before the crowd was allowed 
on the dock, and after being lined up 
on the dock a few minutes were 
marched aboard. They were sentenced 
on Saturday to ten years' Imprisonment
each.

KAISER’S GENERALS 
ARE CASHIERED FOR 

NEGLECT OF DUTY
London, Aug. 12.—Three German gen­

erals recently commanding near Mont­
didier have been cashiered for neglect 
of duty, according to Belgian reports 
received in Amsterdam and transmitted 
by the Exchange Telegraph Company.

A large number of soldiers were 
court-martialed at St. Quentin Satur­
day for high treason. The Germans in 
Belgium are showing signs of great un­
easiness and the German emperor is 
reported to have moyed to Brussels,

be made within a few 
headquarters.

Under Central Command.
The Canadian force with which it is 

understood will also be associated a 
preliminary British force will be bri­
gaded with the American and Japanese 
armies under a central command ar­
ranged by the Allied Governments.

The decision of the Government to , 
meet the request of the British war of­
fice to send a force to Siberia is a nat­
ural one. German occupation of the 
Russian Pacific coast would constitute a 
most serious menace to Canada. Ship­
ping on the Pacific, now practically free 
from all submarine danger, would be in 
peril, and In consequence there would 
be at once a serious dislocation of trade. 
Furthermore, it is to be noted that 
post-war commercial exploitations of 
Siberia promises to be on an enormously 
profitable scale and Canada will have 
better opportunity to profit therefrom 
than if ail the work of saving it from 
the Germans were left to Japn and the 
United States.

SOME HARD FIGHTING 
AHEAD, WITH ENEMY 
PREPARING TO OFFER 
STRONG RESISTANCE
London Military Experts Warn 

People Not To Be Too Opti- j 
mistic of Continued 

Advances.

BRITISH CAPTURE WESTERN
EDGE OF THE TOWN OF BRAY

London, Aug. 12.—The British have captured the western 
edge of the town of Bray, on the Somme, the advices state.

Apparently the attack on the southern part of the front was 
being continued by the French this morning. Main interest cen­
tred in the sector around the Lassigny Mass. It is difficult to say 
whether the French are on the crest, but they must he close to it.

BRITISH STEAMER 
REPORTED SUNK BY 
SUB OFF U.S. COAST

New York, Aug. 12.—The Associated 
Press carries the following dispatch:

Nantucket, Mass., Aug. 12.—Sinking 
of the British steamer Penistone by a 
German submarine off Georges Bank 
was rrported here today. The Penistone, 
a vessel of about 4,000 tons gross, ap­
parently was sunk by the same U-boat 
that destroyed nine fishing -echooners 
Saturday. First report made no refer­
ence to the crew’s safety, and gave no 
details of the attack.

MUST CONSERVE 
SUGAR OR PAY 

THEPENALTIES
Canada Food Board Warns 

Manufacturers That Law 
Must Be Obeyed.

CABLE STEAMER TORPEDOED.
A Canadian Atlantic Port, Aug. 12.— 

Local newspapers publish reports to 
the effect that the cable steamer Mac- 
Kay Bennett has been torpedoed. One 
version is that the ship was sunk off 
the Irish coast, while another news­
paper says that the MacKay Bennett 
was torpedoed off this coast. The re­
ports have not yet been verified. Both 
ship are safe.

CLEMENCEAU SEES 
FIRST LINE ATTACK

On the French Front In France, Aug. 
12.—Premier Clemenceau during his 
visit to the front Sunday saw a first 
line attack carried out by a certain 
French division. Ho also congratulated 
personally thaviommanding French and 
British generals.

VIENNESE ORDERED 
TO HAND OVER ALL 

PAMPHLETS DROPPED 
BY ALLIED AIRMEN

Ottawa, Aug. 12.—Enforcement of 
the Canada food board regulations by 
means of license control, supplementing 
the enforcement work of the local 
police authorities, is now in operation, 
covering the entire Dominion. On Sat­
urday the board announced the closing 
for 30 days of the business of a Halifax 
flour and feed establishment for disre­
garding regulations. Announcement 
was made today that E. Emad, proprie­
tor of a confectionery at 317 Third 
avenue. Prince Rupert, B. C.. has been 
ordered to discontinue the manufac­
ture of candy at once, and not to pur­
chase or use any sugar for that pur- 
nose until after September 1, and only 
then if permission to do so has been 
granted by the Canada food board. Mr. 
Emad applied for a confectionery 
license, but was found to have used 
more sugar than would have been his 
allowance for the four months ending 
August 31. The Canada food board is 
prepared to deal drastically with man­
ufacturers who use sugar in excess of 
the amounts allotted by the board, or 
who violate other regulations.

London. Aug. 12.—The entry of the 
French third army under Gen. Humbert 
into the battle on the line south of the 
original front of the allied attack and 
the strengthening of the German re­
sistance are regarded by the commen­
tators in the morning newspapers as 
the two outstanding features of the 
Franco-British offensive during the 
week-end.

The brilliant and rapid stroke of the 
French third army is recognized fully, 
and important results are expected from 
it. The German reaction had been fore­
seen. and the commentators at present 
see nothing in it as a cause for anxiety. 
Nevertheless a warning is again raised 
against overconfidence and exaggerated 
anticipations. It is recalled that Gen. 
Mangin on the Marne turned the Ger­
man offensive into a defeat and that 
the British victory at Cambrai last 
November was converted into a grave 
reverse.

Stubborn Defence Expected.
What hapepned before conceivably 

may happen again, says the Daily Mail, 
and the same note is struck elsewhere. 
Even if Gen. Ludendorff cannot regain 
the offensive this year, he can, it is 
contended, put up a very stubborn de­
fence. Accordingly it Is held, it be­
hooves the Allies to go warily, remem­
bering there are still difficult corners 
to be passed.

Sanguine reports of the capture of 
Chaulnes and Roye seem to have been 
examples of the tendency in some quar­
ters to imagine that the progress is 
faster than it is in face of stiffening en­
emy resistance. Those places still are 
apparently in German hands, though 
their fall seems possibly not far off. On 
the whole, however, the situation is re­
garded as extremely favorable for the 
Allies.

The Daily News says that the allied 
progress continues to exceed every rea­
sonable hope, and thinks the coming 
month may hold possibilities of chang­
ing the whole face of the war. The 
Times, while emphasizing the German 
reaction and predicting that the position 
will become more stationary, doubts 
nevertheless whether the Germans will 
stay long on the present front. It be­
lieves they can hardly expect any ex­
tensive recovery of the ground they 
have lost.

Zurich, Aug. 12.—The authorities at 
Vienna have ordered the public to hand 
over every piece of propaganda litera­
ture dropped by Italian airmen last Fri­
day, and threaten severe penalties for 
failure to do so.

There was a wild scramble in the 
streets for the pamphlets when they 
were dropped. Some sold for as high 
as 20 crowns.

The Relchspost reminds the Viennese 
that since the daring Italian flight they 
no longer can consider themselves im­
mune to the horrors of warfare.

AVIATOR IS KILLED 
AT CAMP BORDEN

Camp Borden, Ont., Aug. 12.—Lieut. 
J. W, Munroe, in training here as a 
pilot, was killed as the result of an 
aeroplane accident here on Sunday 
night. His next of kin is Mrs. A. 
Munroe of Pu si inch, Ont.

THEIR FIRST REAL 
DEFEAT, SAY HUNS

The Hague, Aug. 12.—"Events be­
tween the Somme and the Avre consti­
tute the first defeat of the war,” says 
the Deutsches Zeitung of Berlin,

GERMANS BLAME 
DEFEATON FOG

The Huns Found Themselves 
Isolated, and Were Cap­

tured.

GERMANS ARE PUTTING UP STIFF
RESISTANCE TO CHECK ALLIES

Paris, Aug. 12.—Extremely bitter resistance is being en­
countered from the Germans along the line of Chaulnes-Roye- 
Noyon- The enemy is bringing up strong reinforcements, while tin* 
Allies are preparing for a further advance.

The Germans are reacting on the Allied left with a certain 
amount of success, having had time to get into line divisions 
rushed frantically from the north. It is believed here the fresh 
troops are being thrown into the lighting in a desperate endeavor 
to block the Allied advance toward Neslc.

Gen. von Ilutier, who escaped much damage from the Mont­
didier pocket, is now trying to halt temporarily on the Roye-Noyon 
line. He is strong enough at the Noyon end, where his dank rests 
on the Oise, but should the British succeed in debouching from 
the villages of Lihons, Chilly, Fransart, Fresnoy and Goyeneourt, 
in the general direction of Nesle, von Ilutier’s right at Roye would 
be not only turned but he would be cut off and hopelessly lost. The 
entire line, it is believed here, would then go down.

Should von Hutier succeed in holding on sufficiently to get his 
guns and material away, his next move probably would be back 
toward the Somme, pivoting on Noyon. He would swing his right 
back on the line of Nesle and Noyon.

The Germans are now fighting for time to make this possible, 
and the fighting is likely to be even more desperate today than it 
was Sunday. The Germans so far have done no more than check 
the Allied left north of the Avre. It is believed to be certain that 
they will spare nothing in an endeavor to push it back.

40,000 GERMAN PRISONERS ARE
TAKEN IN ALLIED OFFENSIVE

Paris, Aug. 12.—Nearly 40,000 prisoners and 700 guns have 
been taken by the Allies in Picardy, according to reliable infor­
mation here.

FRENCH TAKE L’ECHELLE-ST. AURIN
London, Aug. 12.—The French are continuing their advance! 

between the Avre and the Oise, according to news received in Lon­
don today, and have captured the town of L’Echelle-St Aurin, 
three miles directly west of Roye.

The line on this front now runs from L’Echelle-St. Aurin 
southeast throughout Armancourt and Tilloloy, throe miles south­
west of Roye, and continues in a southeasterly direction through 
Gury, eleven miles southeast of Montdidier. It then curves more 

I to the east and passes through the Montigny quarry to the hill 
1 north of Antoval, just northwest of Ribecourt, on the Oise.

Amsterdam, Aug. 12.—Commenting on 
the allied successes in Picardy, the 
Cologne Gazette says that the reasons 
for the regrettable occurrences are not 
yet cleared up, adding: "At any rate, a 
dense fog enabled the enemy tank 
squadrons to break in through our front 
lines. Our troops there found them­
selves isolated, and were unable to cut 
through the enemy masses in the wake 
of the tanks, and were captured. The 
enemy, although unable to carry out a 
complete break through, was able to 
advance his lines ten kilometres.”

The Cologne Volks Zeitung says that 
as far as can be learned, the Allies 
supposes that the fog and the mass 
attack of tanks caused confusion in the 
German ranks. It concludes that it is 
useless to hide the fa^t of the German 
check south of the Somme "hits us 
hard,” in view of the number of pris­
oners and guns lost.

BRITISH TAKE PRISONERS.
London, Aug. 12.—French troops have advanced nearer to 

the important point of Roye from the southwest by the capture of 
the villages of Armancourt and Tilloloy, according to the officiai." 
statement from Field Marshal Haig today.

South of the Somme British troops have captured 200 prison­
ers.

British positions east of Merieourt, south of the river, have 
been linked with the British lines east of Etinehem, north of the 
river.

FRENCH AIRMEN HARASS HUNS,
Paris, Aug. 12.—French airmen have been very act've i>' 

assing the retiring enemy, says an official statement on aerial 
ity. Enemy concentration points around Lassigny were bomDaw- 
heavily, causing heavy German losses. French airplanes to the 
number of 120 dropped 23 tons of bombs in the battle area Sunday,


