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HE TRINSPORTRTION PROBLEM

A Very Full .Presentation of the Problem as Discussed
Within the Past Few Days—These Extracts Will
Repay Careful Consideration, Especi-

ally as the. Issue

is One of

Supreme Importance.

The World prints this morning in the
adjacent colummns @ very full presentation
of the tramsportaticm problem, as dis-
eunssed within the past few days. These
exiracts will well repay ecaveful con-
sideration, and if they are somewhat
Jengthy, and if The Wonrld is somewhat
persistent in keeping this question in
our readers’ eye, we cam only say that
ave ave impelled to itiis by the supreme
importance of the issue. We wish the
public to read these extracts in the light
“of The World’s position, in regard to the
railway question, and that position may
be briefly stated as follows:

Our fundamental axiom is that Cama-
da can only be one of the great five
food producing countries of the woorld
whose market centres in BEngland, by
our farmers and producers ha the
Jowest possible freight rates and shipp-
ing accommodation to the consuming

' centre. No better illustration of #his
truth is to be had than the letter and
diagram of Mr. G. S. Macdonald in The
World of Saturday, Jamn, 29th.—

To bring this about, our idea is that
Panliament should first declare éts com-
plete supremacy in megard to tramspor-
tation. :

“ Next that Parliament should ¢rente
a strong and independent railway com-
mission beyond all political influence.

In the mext plice, that the Govern-
ment railway system, now reaching from
Halifax to Montreal, should be mational-
ized in every semse of the term amnd
Tun as a strictly business proposition as
outlined in the statement of its mew
trafic mamager,” Mr. Harris, also pub-
lished om this page.

Our mext prcposition ds that ithe
Government should take the first oppor-
tunity of securing the extemnsion of the
Intercolcmial to Parry Sound, by cob-
teining runming rights over the Booth
railways. .

And our mext proposition s that the
projected railway from Port Arthur to
Winnipeg via Rainy River should be
natfonatized above any other railways in
the country. We regard it as the keystone
of the railway arch in this country.

Our last and general proposition is
that any new railway projected, and
especially any mew railway subsidized
with public money, should be controll=d
absolutely by Parliament, as regirds its
rates and runming powers.

We especiallly ask our readers to con-
gider The Globe's position as taid down
by it in its- im]ﬁ Monday P a.nd
Tuesday and found'’in the adjoining
cdlumns. We are sorry that we are
foroed to infer that The Globe's dis-
cvasion herein is mot howmest, but that
like its attitude on the Crow’s Nest Pass
and Yukon Railways it is only preparing
the way for thé C.P.R. to grab the
Rainy River Railway with a8
few harmful conditions  imposed
on it as possible. We take rthe
groond ‘that the C.P.R. must not
own and contrel a second railwuay
between Port Arthnr and Winnipeg, but
that it must be owred and controlled
by the state. We are perfectly witll'ing
that the C.F.R. be given running
privileges over that ncad. but we also
insist that equal privileges must be
given td the Grand Trunk, or any other
rcad, say a prairie road started in the
far west, and #rying o get to the lakes.
We imagine “that it will mot be long
before the Grand Trunk will seek a
way into the Canadiam Northwest, and
to the Pacific coast,

A powerful railway commission backed
by a comparatively shont national roed
as a regulating attachment would once
for all emancipate the people of Canada
from mafhvay bondage. The 10 per
cent dividend clause m the €.P.R.s
charter would be ‘a dead letter. The
duplicating of unmecessary lines would
be stopped, passenger rates would soon
come to two cents a mile, and the ex-
ploitation of mailways by grabsters
would come to am end.

The Globe's discussion of the Rainy
River road as quoted by us this morning
i3 a complete condemmation of the action
of Mr. Hardy in regard to the Rainy
River road, ' Mr, Hardy knew the im-
portance of this piece of railway, he
kpew of the fight that Mr. Greenway
was making for a Toad rival of the
C.P.R., he knew of the immense traffic
that is awaiting any sucherailway, and
yet in spite of Mr. Greenway's con-
tention, in spite of public opinion as
has often been ‘expressed in many
pewspapers, he deliberately voted a
bonus of three thousand dollars a mile
for this railway, without any comdition
as to mtes or running rights, and
when he knew that it was the C.R.R.,
or was to all intents and purposes conr
trelled by C.P.R. mem We have
challenged The Globe and Mr. Hardy to
declare themselves on this point, but so
far they. have failed to defend them-
seives. The public will watch with in-
ercased suspicion every proposal of The
Toronto Globe to turn over any more
railway franchises to the C.P.R. or any
one wearing the Van Heoerne collar,

NATIONALIZING
OUR RAILWAYS.

From The Globe of Feb, 1,

The time may come when It will be good
public policy to buy out the railways of
Canada, but that time will hardly come in
this generation. We beilfeve, too, that the
country could do np more foolish thing than

to attempt to regulate great through sys-|
tems by building patches of Government| Greenway has been negotiating for some

railway in various parts of the Dominion.
We must have either a system of pubilie
railways or a system of private railways.
For the Government to go Into the busi-
ness of competition with private rallways
would be unwise, and would wean the adop-
tion of a pol utterly discredited by the
experience of rmany and other countries,
The resnit would be either the ruin of the
private railways and enormous deficits at
Ottawa, or the public roads would simply
fetch and carry for the private corporations,
In the end we would have to take over the
private roads or hand our Goverhment
roads over to the private concerns, and in
either case we would then find the country

burdened with hundreds of miles of unne-
cessary railway.

Our pest and soundest policy Is to create
a strong rallway * commission, a commis-
sion with power to abolish discriminations
as between particular individwals and rival
communities, that can force a fair inter-
change of traffic between rival lines, and
establish some reaspnable relations between
local and through charges. If we can regu-
l(gte by commission we ean regulate without

overnment railways. To adopt the double
method would be costly and absurd. If we
can make regulations effective over the
Grand Trunk and the Canadlan Pacific,what
folly it would be to. create a new great
through line in order to divide the trafie
and increase railway charges to the farmers
and traders of the country. For every mile
of new railway youn construct an additional
charge is ‘laid on the people for rallwdy
support, Let us try public regulation by
all means, and If that falls—and it will not
fail exeépt we bow to railway dictation in
the appointment of the commission—then
it will be time enough to talk of buying
out the rallways. As yvet we are not ready,
financially or politically, for any such pol-
icy, There can be no doubt that the rail-
ways have great political power in Canada,
and this has its evils; but, on the other
hand, a Tovernment contrglling a great
through Canadian railway and operat-
Ing it as the Intercolonial has been op-
erated, could-hol/d power in this country
for half a century. Muny of the evils and
dangers of political management we could
escape by putting the Government roads ah-
splutely under the control of public com-
missioners: but it Is idle to pretend that
there is only one side to ‘the guestion. Mr.
Blair is proving himself to be a good Min-
ister of Rallways, but we do not believe
that the Conservatives of Canada would like
to face an election with Mr, Blair in charge
of a great system of Government raiiways,
and we are very sure that the Liberals
would not like to face an election even
with Mr, W. F. Maclean, M.P., in charge
of such a system.

THROUGH CANADA
T0 THE SEA,

From The Globe, Feb. 2.

Is it possible to transport the produce of
Western Canada wholly through Canadian
channels to the sea? That is a question for
which it Is desirable that a definite answer
skould be found, and a gontribution to
which 1s made by Mr. Meighen In the in~
terview which appears in another column.
The desirability of accomplishing this end
need not be discussed. ‘There are few pro-

Jects in sight that would so materially add

to the country’s welfare as the bringing
about of this change In the present ten-
dency of transportation, What this ten-
dency is we al! know. The great bulk of
our western grain is carrled to Fort Wi-
liam, thence by boat to Buffalo, and the
remainder of the journey to an ocean port
is made over the New York State railway
lines. The stoppage In the water” journey
at Buffalo Is no doubt partly eaused by the
fact that the deep-draught vessecls on the
route cannot go through the Welland Canal,
Those 'who have studled the question be-
lieve, however, that other considerations
tell In favor of the cut across the State of
New York quite as decisively as the canal
part of the problem. The tendency of a
commodity to keep flowing In the channel
that has been found or made for it is, of
course, not hard to understand. Thoese who
handle the commodity at both ends of the
chain of transportation get into business
relations, and capital and knowledge re-
quired to finance a vast mass of products
coming to market with a rush all operate
in fivor of the established chaimel, and so
strong an influence is this that some be-
lieve that It will be paramount even after
our plans for deepening the canals have
been consummated, especially as these are
tied up for five months lu the year, It is
by no means a slmple problem. It is com-
plex in the extreme, and its very complex-
ity suggests that 'we should endeavor to as-
certain the factors that compose it, and
endeavor once for all to satisfy ourselves
whether the traffic that now gges by way
of New York cannot be diverted to Mont-
real and our Capadian ocean ports, The
port of Montreal Is closed for almost half
the year, and it is therefore necessary for
us to contemplate the necessity of carrying
the freight in question by rail from eleva.
tors on the lakes to St. John or Halifax.
That prospect should not, at first sight at
any rate, be discouraging. We will shortly
have between Montreal and St, John and
Halifax uninterrupted communication over
a4 Government railway which has been
steadily losing money because there was not
enough business to do. This affords room
to hope that ani' arrangement which would
throw the carriage of western produce in
the way of the Intercolonial would be do-
ing a double service to the country. The
traffic that reached the Intercoloniair would
come to it over other Canadian roads witn
a general swelling of receipts all round,
which of itself would be a distinct nation-
al gain. The handling of a greatly-increus-
ed quantity of traffic would be a good thing
for labor, and would have the usual ef-
feets in imparting vitality to aliled callings
and occupations; Increasing, in . short, the
number of people wlo can earn a livelihood
here, and that is truly the root problem for
Canadian statesmanship,

It is patent that to auy solution of the
matter the help of the railway companies
and the steamsbip companies Iz indispens-
able, 1t is not, it is true, wholly a matter
of freight charges, bpt that is certainly
of the first consequence. The bushel of
grain must reach the seaport at as low
a figure at least as it can be carried to an
American seaport, and the ocean rates mygst
be ‘as satisfactory as tnose of New York.
The Government policy of encouraging our
trade with Britain will fit in with this pro-
gram excellently, for to have low qcean
rates there must be freights in and out.
That the rallways are disposed to encour-
age the carriage of grain in winter to the
seaboard is apparent from the recent ac-
tion of the C.P.R, in reducing the rates
by eight cents per hundred pounds from
Fort Willilam to Montreal, and on -export
shipments to St. John after the e¢lose of
navigation. . There is a point of course be-
low which produce could not be transport-
ed with profit, but wholesale handling of a
commodity frequently allows of economles
which were elther not thought of or not
practicable when lesser quantities were all
that had to be provided for. The establish-
ment of. great elevators east of the lakes,
of which Mr, Meighen speaks, would consti.
tute cne of those facilities which often
change the whole aspect of a problem,

The railway to Duluth for which Mr,

time would form a decidedly disturbing ele-
mwent in such a program as we have been
discussing. What he Is endeavoring to se-
cure is a railway whieh will carry grain
from Winnipeg to Duluth at 10 cents per
hundred pounds. It would be rash to con-
clude that he will fail, and who will deny
that there exists ample justification for his
attem%t‘: to gecure suen a boon? How
could Bastern Canada fairly ask the Wesi-
ern farmer to forego sowething that would
be equivalent to adding, even "at the re-
(luc(?:il rates whiech will soon prevall, four
or five cents to the price of every hundred
unds of wheat he grows? To tell him
hat to do so would be patriotic would be
nothing to the point. Why should he be
gpecially eslled upon to make sacrifices on
behalf of natlonal projects? Thae remedy
liles with the Canadian Pacific Rallway.
That company should make such a redue-
tion In its rates as to remove any hopes
of getting better terms in other directions.
The Manitoba farmer neither wuits to add
to the provipcial debt nor to injure the
Canadian road, but he wants lower freight
rates, and if he canmot get them in one
way he wili in another, and nobody wili
blame hm, If Mr. Greenway concludes his
arrangoments and gets a road to Duluth,
the C.P.R, will have to cut its rates willy-
nilly. Better to cut them before the threat-
ened arrangement is cuncluded, It will be
too late when the bargain is made. The
country has a real interest in the matter,
for if the Duiuth line i3 bulit the stream
will be diverted at its very source,

The complexity as well as the import-
ance of the sub{ect suggests such an en-
quiry as can only be fittingly undertaken
by the Government., We understand that
the propriety and usefulness of making
such an enquiry now being considered
and If it is decided that n committee of
the Cabinet should gather information on
the subject and ascertain whether it Is

ble to combine the efforts of the Gov-
ernment, the transportation companies?and
the business’ community so as to. produce
the henefits contemplated, publie opinion
will endorse the action, The late Govern-
ment spent $120,000 on a commission pat-
ented to stave off the necessity of deadng
with the lienor traffic. There will certain-
1y be no objection to the present Govern-
ment spending $8000 or $10,000 in probing
to the bottom & problem that, If it can be
turned to cur advantage, will add thousands
to the population of the Dominion,

INTERCOLONIAL AS A
" BUSINESS PROPOSITION.

From The Montreal Dally Star, Feb. 2.

Mr. A. H. Harrls, General traffié manager
of the Canadian Government railway sys-
tem, Is expected back from his tour in the
Maritime Provinces in about a week. He
has been talking over rate matters with
the leading trade organizations, and at St.
John, N.B,, was told that St. John, as one
of the winter ports of Canada, asked ng
more than falr play—no advantage over
Halifax In any form. Whatever natural
advantages or enterprise had done for this
port, we would expect the managers of the
I.C.R., on purely commercial principles, to
avall themselves of whatever advantages,
natural or otherwise, exlsted at this port
in the interests not only of the I.CR.
but the development of Canadian trade;
and we would expect, If Halifax _lms any
speclal advantages to offer the I.C.R., that
these should be availed of by the road, on
purely commercial principles, in the inter-
ests of the road.

The opinion was expressed that anything
like unfair local ambition could not expect
the hearty support of the Dominion at
large, If the I.C.R. ever became a success
from a national standpoint, it would have
to be on the basis of the broadest commer-
cial prineiples. 8t. John could not hope to
permanently maintain that which could
not be maintained on those principles,

In reply Mr. Harris referred to the need
of additional equipment in rolling stock,
that Is, engines and cars, to emable the
I.C.R, to successfully compete with other
great Canadian roads on through business.
He instanced an I.C.R. engine, loaded with
a haul of say 13 coal cars, while 26 was an
ordinary train for a Grand Trunk engine,
it was simrly a question of carrying so
many tons at the smallest possible cost,
ard one could easily see that the engine
hauling 13 cars could not compete with the
engine burning usalf the guantity of fuel
and hauling double the quantity of freight,
While the latter might show a profit, the
former would simply be losing money. Mr,
Harris considered the I.C.R. equipment
entirely Inadequate for increased business,
though the roadbed was the best. He also
recognized the impossibility of a large im~
port and export trade being done through
here without the railway having adequate
facilities.

He said the tariff that had been arranged
could be tried, and if found unworkable
in any way, or against the development of
lumbering or any other industry, he was
prepared to arrange a tarif which would
develop. Hls object was to secure the larg-
est business for the road in any and every
direction. .

He had no local prejudice of any kind,
no feeling as between BSt. John and Hali-
fax; he simply was placed in his position to
develop the I,C.R, in the interests of the
Maritime Provinces and the Dominion, and
wonld endeavor to do so and run the road
on commerelal principles, He only asked
for fair play from press and people of the
Maritime Provinces and not to condemn
hig efforts till the results were shown.

Mr. Harris khas addressed a letter to the
Hon. Mr. Blalr, Minister of Railways, bear-
ing on the same subject, as follows :

Dear Mr. Blair,—I have received several
communicatisns from the Lower Provinces,
asking for information as to the policy of
the Government in connecticn with the ap-
plicatior of modern methods in the admin-
istration of the craffic department of the
service, and, drawing my attention to the
fact that under the aruicles of Confedera-
tion, It was understood no profit was to be
made out of the undertaking. I have re-
plied to these several communications, in
the folipwing strain:

1st.,'I have stated ‘‘That assuming the
corrcctness of the allegation—that under
the articles of Confederation no profit was
to be made out of operating the Interco-
lonial and Prince Bdwurd Island Rnllwag’s
—it must have beéen understood that the
lines were to be self-supporting, and not
to be an anrual burden on the country, or,
in other words, that the Government rail-
wuys should be placed 10 a position to earn
sufficient revenue to meet current expenses
and necessary Improvements, instead of,
as has been the custom im the past, to pile
up the capital aecount, year by year, for
mprovements, which, under modern ‘man-
agement, would be chargeable to revenue:
that instead of the Government rallway sys-
tem having a passenger and freight equip-
ment up to modern ideas, they are far be-
low the standard, and these resu’ts have
been brought about “through absence of
discipline, system and method, in adminis-
tering the property. 5

1 have stated that this is not the policy
of the Government to advance the basis of
fieight rates or passenger fares, but that
the tarifft governing the carriage of traf-
fic in the Maritime Provinces will be re-
vised, and, where necessiry, supplements
to tariffs ,will be issued, protecting the
tariff against water. or contiguous cano-
tition, and - that in connection with tariffs
into New England they will be revised on
a considerably reducéd basis, thus extend-
jng a market to the Maritime Province
manufacturers and traders,

Thit in connection with the traffic into
the West, Ontario, for instance, these will
be reduced in the same way, in order to
assist the Maritime Province manufacturers
in reaching the.markets of Ontario,

It is true that under the Government’s
reorganization it will not bhe possible for
traders or manufactures to misrepresent
the classification of thelr freight which
passes through the freight sheds, or to
misrepresent the weight of carloads of
roagh traffie.

The freight will be subject to most rigid
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From The Meaford, Ont.,, Monitor.

About two years ago The Monitor
procured am interview with Mr. Reube-ni
Petch of Griersville, in order to ascer-|
tain from his owmn Jips if the reports
were well founded. that he attributed
his most astonishing retum ¢o health
to the use of Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills
for Pale People. The vesult of the in-
terview was published in 'Tie¢ Monitor
under the date of Jan. 17, 1886, Mr.|
Peoteh’s case was certainly ong of  the
most extraordinary dn the annals of

|

He had been dll for five years, and in
that time he consulted mo less than six
of the best physicians he could find,
but mone could give him ithe least: velief.
His limbs and body were puffed mand
bloated to such am extent that he counld/
not get his clothes on, and for two
years he had not dressed. He had lost |
the use of his limbs entirely. His flesh
scemed to be dead, and pins could be
stuck into vanious pants of this body
without being felt or creating the slight-
est sensation. He could not move abouat,
and if he attempted to get up would
fall and would haveto be lifted up. He
was unable to opemn his mouth sufiicient-
ly to take sclid food, and had to be fed
with a spoon like a child. The doctors
said his ¢rouble was spinal sclerosis, and
that he could not possibly get better.
He "was, $n fact, nothing more or less
than am animated corpse, so helpless
! was (he, He was a member of the Cana-

: the of the pills was a ition to
medicine in Canada—if not fin ‘the world. !'swe b g

| but dead, who thad been examined by

jdian Mutual Life Association, and was |
under their rules emtitled to disability
insurance and made a olaim for it. Two
| doctors, on behalf or the association,

Presicent,

1]
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L

were gent to examine him, amd they
pronounced him incurable and perma-
nently disabled, and in accordance with
their report he was paid a disability
insurance of $lg5£. k’nm m mbﬂﬁ
two years after sickness T,

three years more he dingered in the
condition above moted, utterly helpless,
and a burden to himself and ds.
lie was then advised to try Dr. Wil-
linms’ Pink Pills,. He did mot hope
that they would help aim, but in his
sud condition he was prepared to grasp
at anything that offered Prosir ¢
of even a shght relief, The first change
noted in his condition after he began

it freely. Then life began to return
to his hifrerto dead body, and from that
,on his progress towards recovery

n® activity was steady and certain,
The publicaticn of the imterview con-
taining the facts above wnoted ereated
unuswal interest, not only in this sec-
tion, but throughout Camada. That a
man whose limbs and body were all

medical experts and promounced incur-
able, and om the strength of their re-
port was paid a large disability claim,
should afterwards be cured. by Dr. Wil-
liams’ Pink Pills was looked upom as a
marvel, Many were skeptical, mot as
to the - cure—for the fact that he was
actively going about proved this— but
they did mot believe it would prove per-
manent. In view of the doubts then ex-
pressed, The Monitor determined to
watch the case closely, and now, nearly
two years afiter the cure was first pub-
lished, has again interviewed Mr, Petch,
with the result that we are in a position
to say most emphatically, that this re-
markable cure has proved permament.
On heing aga‘m questioned, Mr. Petch
said: “You see those hands—the skin
is now matural and elastic. Omnce they
were hard and without semsation, You
could pierce them with a pin and I

would mot feel it, and what is true of
my lhands is true of the rest of my
body. Perbaps you have thad
I have mow evenw to use & cane
y

Tutely

ceased
and can get about my business
well. You may say there is

no doubt as to my cure being permn-
nent. Indeed I am in even better health
than when I gave you the first inter-
view.” E

“Do you still attribute

your
the use of Dr. Williame’ Pink
asked The Mcuitor,

cure 1o
Pills?”

“Dodtors” had fgilled, "as bhad also

numerous remjdies recommended by my
friends. Nothing T took had the slight-
est effect on me until I began the use
of Dr. Wiliams’ Pink Pills, To this
wonderful medicine I owe my release
from a living death. I have since re-
ccmmended Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills to
many of my friends, and the verdict is
in their favor. I shall always bless the
day I was induced to take thiem.”

The above are the chief statements
made by Mr. Petch in the latest intar»
view, and The Monitor may remark,
from a long acquaintance with him,
that we consider his statements ab-
solutely true amd relinble. He has no
interest to servie other than a desire 1o
recommend the medicine that has done
so much for him, and wie feel sure that
if any sufferer will write Mr. Petch,
enclosing a stmu‘g for reply, he will en-
dorse all the s made above,

remarkable récovery leaves no doubt of
the wonderful curative powers of Dr,
Williams’ Pink Pills, and it seema rea-
sonable to infer that they will do for
others what they have done for him-=
restore health and vitalicy.

The cheque at the head of this ar-
ticle is o fac simile of the one by which
Mr. Petch’s disability claim was paid,
and is given in further corroboration of
his statements,

inspection when passing through the sheds,
and car load freight will be weighed and
excess charged for; the same rules gl()\e_rn-
ing in this matter as prevail in-all ra x
way companies, and no honest map cal
take exception to this,

The people of the
should recognlzti outzh?hrou
v 1e 1o
gfllltt?:c‘a:vernmeut line Into the metro-
polls, and they should also -remembgr
that that has entalled an annual cha&.),e
against the Government Iine of over §2 h.-
v, and they should further recognize t l‘t!
statement which I have made on beha
of - the Government, that it is not gug
intention to advance rates or tares,h u
that it is our determination thﬂt‘t lnae
rates and fares, being once .estut{.isvhe &
they shall be maintained, and the (10\?‘n-
ment shall be paid for what tonnage they
carry and what passengers travel on our
passenger trains.

I have thought it well to write you on
this uub_}e«:lut leluy,:‘th,

nications m
lc)(::n:,‘:.e will be brought to bear uplon éﬂf
jovernment to upset our program.

‘(v'e are simply asking the people of .t.hfe
Lower Provinces to be decently honest with
us. to remember the fact that thelr tariffs
are based on one-third less than the tariffs
governing the same class of traffic in the
provinces of Quebec and Ontapio, and that
in conmection with some of the tariffs
which we, propose cancelling, and whieh
were Issued In 1879, quoting a
of Z(liﬂ()()

hat
é‘atrst were not constructed to carry more
than ten tons, but during the past twen-
ty years a revolution has taken place ln'
equipment, and we have to-day among our
freight equipment a large number of cars
capable of carrying thirty tons (80,000
1bs.)

To the members of Parliament, manu-
facturers or traders, who communicate
with you on this subject, particularly
that affecting the car-load minimum, you
canpot do better than quote my answer,
and should any one suggest to you that
the new policy of the Government will
in any way
ment of loeal traffic in the provinces, you
ean conscientiously say that the man
whom you have put in charge of the traffic
department of the Government railways
made his reputation through the bullding
up of leeal industries on the Grand Trun
Railway system, and that not a mill or
manufactory now existing will be closed
through any action of his.

And you may further state that you have
been informed by him that in all proba-
bility a large business will be built up be-
tween the provinces and the New England
states, in both pulp wood d pulp, an
industry which has very largely developed
during the past few years, and further
that within less than twelve months the
very men who are to-day criticizing the
Government will be the very first to ex-

Maritime Provinces
advantages which
h the bringing

because I feel from |
receiving that great

minimum |
unds per car on through traffie, |
ime the minimum was correct, |

interfers with the develop-|

tend the hand of congratulation on the
success of our administration.
Yours truly,

(Slgned) A. H. Harris.
Montreal, January 14,

OUR GRAIN AND .
ITS SEAPORT.

Montreal, Feb. 2—Mr, Robert Meighen,
President of The Lake of The Woods
Milling Co., being asked to give his opinion
on the transportation question said: “I con-
sider our western prairies the right arm
of this Dominion. What would the Domjin~
ion be without Manitoba, British Columbia
and the great North-West? Our ferritory
covers at least one-half of the wheat-pro-
ducing belt of the North American contl.
nent, and In this connection it eannot be
too widely made known that If we had only
the people, say a hundred and fifty thou-
sand farmers, placed on our fertile prairies,
they would produce more than all the
wheat supply that Great Britain requires.
I cannot take the view expressed by some
of our Canadian merchants, that it matters
not whether the Immense product of the
west passes through OCanadian territory
or is diverted by way of Buffalo through
a foreign country for export to England.
We are at present from our western
prairies supplying the United States trans-
portation companies with freight; we are
putting our western merchants in touch
with the United States middle men; we
are making it appear that the Dominion is
doing an Immense trade with the United
States, whereas the contrary Is the case,
our goods only pass through their country
for shipment to Europe.”

“What is the cause of so much of the.
export grain’ products of Manitoba being
diverted by way of Buffalo, Mr. Melghen#*

“Simply because the Canadian grain mer-
chants in the past have been able to obtain
better facilities by that route than by
the Canadian; give them elevating facilities
east of the lakes; give them as cheap rates
of freight as by way of Buffalo; glve
them as good terminal faciifties at tide
water and as low ocean rates as from
New York, and all the grain grown on
our prairies will pass through Canadian
territory, and be shipped from Canadian
ports, You can build bigh level wharves
or low level wharves at Montreal; youw can

docpen the Welland eansl, but iy u“‘“l kota and Minnesota to the lake front, For

hever take the trade In that direc ntil
you hnve tha proper faclities, Then
again, it must not be forgotten that the
harbor of Montreal ls only open for six
anonths ‘in the year, Bear in mind the
Western grain does not begin to reach Fort
William “before Bept, 20, and mavigation
at Montreal closes about Nov.256, You
cannot ship grain from Fort Wililam to
80 by wthe Canadian route via Montreal
luter than Nov 5, consequently you have
only about five or six weeks to handle the
immense product of our North-West by
thﬁvﬁt. Lawrence route until the following
*“Now, 1 hope that Montreal is not sel-
fish vnough to take the position that, if
we cannot control the western grain, it is
fothing to us by what route it tinds Iits
way to the seaboard, I differ entirely
from this view, We must make an effort
to bulld up our Canadlan .winter ports,
St, John and Halifax; and there is no
doubt that this can be accomplished, as
1 have pointed out, by giving elevating
capacity on the east side of the lakes,
and having the grain uhlp!)ed from Fort
Willlam before the close of navigation to
elevators at lake ports; then, you have
reservolrs to draw from for shipments to
our winter ports after elose of navigation,
but understand that freight must be as
low as by wag of Buffalo and New York.
‘It will not be denled that all the wheat
grown on our Canadian western prairies,
if manufactured into flour, would be
shipped by the Canadian route. It should
be the alm of every Canadian to see that
as much as possible of our raw material
is shipped out as the manufactured article,
We should endeavor to build up in our
North-West mllllnlf industries that will
rival and I hope In the nzar future will
tar exceed Mianeapolis, The Canadian
Pacific Rallway has certainly taken steps
lately In the right direction, when it made
a very substantial reduction of eight cents
Kior hundred pounds from KFort Willlam to
ontreal and points taking Montreal rate;
also, a reduction on export shipments to
8t, John after close of navigation, This
is really the proper &)osltlon to take in the
way of diverting freight from Buffalo,
“However, in this connection, I may say
that I would have preferred, and I think
it would have been in the Interest of all
arties in the west, If the arrangement
he Canadlan Pacific Rallway Company
has made with the government for a re-
duction of freights from interior points In
Manitoba to Fort William, instead of hav-
Ing been made to come Into operation
west of the lakes, had been applied on the
freight rates east of the lakes, partienlarly
80 when the C.P.R, freight rates from,
may say, any points in Manitoba to Fort
Willlam, ' are’ as low as the freight rates
on the United States sid> from points in
Dakota and in Minnesota situated the same
distance from Duluth, In fact the Mani-
toba wheat is moved from all points in the
Interlor under present frelght rates as
cheaply as it Is moved by the competing

-instance, the freight rate on wheat frow
Gretna, on the Canadian side of the line
to Kort William, on a mileage basls, .#
equally as cheag as the rate from Neché,
on the United Ntates side of the line, to
Duluth, and the Canadian and the United
dtates towns ave in sight of each other,
“The freight reduction from interior
points to Kort Willlam will have the ten«
deucy to induce the farmers to sell thelr
wheat from Sept, 20, when they begin to

gation, so that advantage can be taken of
the low rates of freight. It also has the
tendency of mvhln; portion of the
Manitoba crop to ¥
period of eight weeks, and as in the past
we have not had facilities on the Canadian
side for handling it, it has been forwarde:
to Buffalo, It is also a well-establish
fact, that when deliveries at country ele-
vators are very large, as a rule, buyers
lower their prices, 1 the Manitoba farmers
and millers could tnke advantage of the
low rate on the east side of the lake dure
ing the close of navigation, they would be
placed in a much better position to ship
and sell their wheat and flour any day In
the year, I am satisfied that this would
be an advantage to the Manitoba farmers
and millers, It would place the
wmiller in a positlon to purchase wheat
from the farmer at a higher price during
close of navigation, and enable him to com.
pete on more even terms with the eastern
miller.

In conclusion referring again to the
diversion of the products of the Canadian
North-West through United States channe's,

hope that Interest will be taken .In
this matter by the different boards of trade
throughout the Dominion, and that they
will see to it that the products of the
immense territory which the Dominion
EOBSPSSEI, west of the lakes, are no longer
andled by our aggressive neighbors. on
will understand that commerce Is war
it is commercial war; we have the right
to fight for what we belleve is our own
people’s Interest against all competitors,
particularly against our neighbors to the
south, for bear in mind that they are our
competitors, and the products of their soll,
which are similar to ours, compete agajnss
us In every market of the world.”

P ———— i
A NORTHWEST MEMBER’S .
VIEW OF IT.

From The Winnipeg Tribune, Jan. 28.
The annual meeting of the ‘Eastern
Assinibola Liberal Assoclation was held

at Whitewood on Jan, 19,

At the close of the association meeting,
Mr, J. M. Douglas, M.P,, wag asked to the

platform. Among other thiggs he said: It
is not an uncommon thing to hear them say

“Unquestionably I do,” Was the :-e;g& £

We may further add that Mr. Datch’s

move their crop, up to the close of navi-
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