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LIVE STOCK BRANCH.

BLACKLEG
ITS NATURE. CAUSE AND PREVENTION.

Compiled by J. C. Smith. Live Stock Commiuioner.

SAUKj HISTOBT AND niSTRIBTTTIOir.

Blackleg is .n infertiouB disease of cattle and althonrii abeep and
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*^"'*- Climate, locaHon.weather conditiona and seaaona seem to have little or no eWt upon it.

nrntrwfc« of class, bbbbd, sex, aob, cowmnoir, bto.

„„•K^? w Pn»«rily a bovine di«»a.e and statistics show that noone breed of <«tt^e is less susceptible to its attack than another.
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' ?!?* *T °^, 'n^"«»<» on the disease. It seems to attackboth males and females alike, up to a certain age.

,, .tl'
«^®™! ™!£ «**?» ^«»> 8« months to three jears of ase are

an« brtween tlie ages of six and eighteen months. The diac«.r mayoccur, however, at praictically any agp, but is extremely rare after tlw
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BlaoMeg, as has been stated, is the product of a parasitic vegetableor^mum komn as Bacillus Chauveii. Without the presenice^Aisg»m the disease etumoi occur. The germ may be present in the soilf«d (»«ms or gra«es) or water. Thus the disease may occur in th^
stable as well as m the field.
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3^ blackleg bacillus umiallv gains entrance through abrasions in

tlie skin and m some cases through the mucous mepibrane of Ae mouthAny small punctured wound, seems to be the most common point of
mfrction and correspond most closely to the only means by which the
disMse can be produced artificially, namely, by 8ubcutane<iu8 injection
of the virus, either m fluid, pellet or filament form.

Owing to the fact that the blacWee bacillus develops only in theabsence^ oxygen, large wounds to which air gains free entrance are
aotregwdedMBswiow medium of infecHon.
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