
SERMON.

AND WHEM THE EIOHT DATS WERE ACCOMPLISHF.T) FOR THE CIRcnMCISI>ia OF
THE CEIl-D, THEY CALLED HIS NAME JESCd.

Luko ii. 51.

EvKKV circumstance in the life of our Saviour deserves devout

attention, and is full of instruction ; and this is especially tme

with respect to those significant acts, by which he fnKilled the

Law, and sanctioned the usau;es of the Jewish Church. That

Church was in all important thinirs the same as the Chiistian
;

and althoiiirh its outward rites were dill'erent, in doctrine and

order there is a perfect airreement ; and we ari' taught to look

U|)on the ancient conj^freiiation of the Lord, as the parent stock,

upon which has been grafted Christ's Holy, Catholic and Apos-

tolic Church. By all the feasts and ceremonies of the Law,
were shadowed forth the richer promises and purer services of

the Gospel ; and it is worthy of remark, that the Church which

was established by the Law of Moses, lik(> that w Inch is now
" built upon the Apostles and Prophets^ had its sacramert of

admission, and its sacrament of commemoration—Uie Circumci-

sion and the Passover ; to both of w Inch es[)ecial blessin!<s were

promised, and which contiiuted to l)e sii:ns and seals of God's

covenant with man. until our blessed Saviour, havinij,' fulfilU-d

the Fiaw, ordained in their stead the more spiritual sacraments of

Baptism and the fjord's Supper ; by the means of which the

Christian is born to God and strenulhened and refreshed throuirh

every period of his life ;—tlu' first, like Circumcision, admitting

him into the covenant ; and the second, like the Passover,

continually remindini!; him of his piivileges and his responsibility.

But, we are calli'd l)y the text to confine our jiresent notice to

the sacred rite of Circumcision, and to its corresponding ordi-

nance in the Christian Church.


