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contact with the Indian tribes, and he learned their language

and employed many of them in his service. He became much
interested in the Indian character—so much so that he resolved

to take a wife from amongst them. Accordingly, he married

my mother, Tuh-ben-ah-nee-quay, daughter of Wahbanosay, a

chief of the Mississaga tribe of the Ojibway nation. I had one

brother, older than myself, whose name was Tyenteneget (given to

him by the famous Captain Joseph Brant), but better known by

the name of John Jones. I had also three younger brothers and

five sisters. My father being fully engaged in his work, my elder

brother and myself were left entirely to the care and management

of our mother, who, preferring the customs and habits of her

nation, taught us the superstitions of her fathers—how to gain the

approbation of the Munedoos (or gods,) and how to become suc-

cessful hunters. I used to blacken my face with charcoal, and fast,

in order to obtain the aid of personal gods or familiar spirits, and

likewise attended their pagan feasts and dances. For more than

fourteen years I lived and wandered about with the Indians in the

woods, during which time I witnessed the woful effects of the fire-

water which had been introduced amongst us by the white people."

There is a discrepancy, it will be observed, between the Gazette

and the autobiography, in regard to the name and tribe of the

father of Mr. Jones' Indian bride. The error, no doubt, is on the

side of the Gazette.

It is pleasant to find, in 1826, the now aged surveyor writing in

the following strain to his missionary son, in a letter accompanying

the gift of a horse, dated Coldsprings, Grand River :
" Please to

give our true Icve to John and Christina," he says, "and all the

rest of our friends at the Credit. We expect to meet you and

them at the camp meeting. I think a good many of our Indians

will come down at that time. I send you Jack, and hope the Lord

will preserve both you and your beast. He is quiet and hardy ;

the only fault I know he stumbles sometimes ; and if you find he

does not lot suit you as a riding horse, you can change him for

someo^'ier; but always tell your reasons. May the Lord bless

you ! Pray for your unworthy father, Augustus Jone«."

Augustus Jones was, as has been already seen, concerned in the

very ear'iest survey of York and the township attached. As we
have at hand the instructions issued tor this survey, we give them.

It will be noticed that the Humber is therein spoken of as the


