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318 Notes.

nlliuU'd to ill llic poem. It tiikos nolo of tlio Iroquois wnrrlorn

returning IVdiii tlir wiir-palli witli «iilps, luid bciirs tlicir

iinnicM lo lliili-wi'u-ne-yo, tlie iiniuu of tlicUri'ut ttpirlt of the

Iroquoia.

STANZA XXIII. ,

" From ITnli-mliV drifl-w<M)il Hlronni, to where

Till! Pc(iu(h1h on tlie salt waves Muil."

Ilab-rah is tlic Mohawit name for Scliolmric creek, meaning

ilrift-wood, from tlie i|uuntitius of floating trees ami bruncUes

that were in it.

Tlie Mohawks extended their eonque.sts to the Hea-sidc In

an easterly direetion, overeoniiiig the I'eipiods, who were the

largest and most formidable of the tribes in that direction.

BTANZA XXIV.

" Last, On-on-dab-gahs ! always true!

Proud people of the hills
!

"

The Onondagas were called among the ronfedcracy, the

people of the hills, the word On-on-dah-gali, meaning lite-

rally in Iroquois, on the hill.

" Oft has De-kan-c-8o-ra's voico

Of music made your souls rejoice;

If from Sken-ct-ta-da his speech."

De-kan-e-so-ra was an Onondaga sachem, living at the

period of our tale, and was very celebrated as an orator.

Colden fre<|uently mentions bini. and said tlial " he resembled

much the bust of Cicero." He generally represented the

Onondagas at the conventions at Albany, Iictween the Iro-

quois and the Englisli, and was very fre<iucntly there. Skcn-

cc-ta-du was the Irwpiois name for Albany,

" Heart of the Icagtie."

The Onondaga canton was the central one of the confede-

racy.


