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VINIUCATION OF IIAKLUVT. \'A9
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io, vol. i., a

beautiful head of Sir Humphrey (iilbert.ajid around it the

follcnvinu; inscription,—" llrMridiMs (iiutiiu 1 1 <, Milks
AiMAiis." Do tliese words prove here that knightliood

had not been conlerred ? Again, we beg him to turn to an-
oiher engraving in the same work, the portrait of the ce-

lebrated Sir Richard (irenville, of whose knightiiood there

is not the smallest doubt. It will be found at page H.i of
the tirst vohnne of ilolkin.d's work, and it is thus inscribed

around the margin,—" H.< mauim s (iiti:\vii,rs. Mil.
Ai H :" (Miles Aiiratus.) Ihit the biographer has (pioted

thefamnisSir Francis Drake, as illustrating his argument.
lie points triumphantly to him as an undoubted knight,

being styled Ivpus Auratus, and to whom, therefore, the

words Miles Aurutus could not jxissibly be ajjplied. Oiu'e

more, we beg bini to turn to the lleroologia, vol. i. page
10.>. He will there see a striking portrait of Drake,
with his hand resting on the globe, and these words
round the margin of the print,—" Kuan* i^( is Dhaki-,
Miij:s AruAiis," One other exam[)le may be given

of the common use (»f those words to denote knight-

iiood, which, according to the positive assertion of our
author, are never fou'ul together, and which, if used,

prove that this honour had not been conferred. It is the

first sentence in Holland's Life of Sir .John Iliirrington,

Heroologia, i)age l.'J.'i.
" .loannes Harington filius natu

maximus Clarissimi 3////7/.V .lacobi Ilaringtoni de Fxton,

in Comitatu Kutlandie, Ivpiestri sen Milifi.s Anrnti digni-

tate multis abhinc annis a l)eatissinue memoria" Ilegina

EHzabetha insignilus fuit." It need hardly be i>ointcd

out to the intelligent reader, that this brief sentence of

four lines, in its use of the word Miles by itself to denote

knighthood, and Miles Auratus, as synonymous with the

terms dignitas iMjuestris, overturns the whole argument
of the biographer, who not only contends that the ex-
pression Miles Auratus is never used as descriptive of

knighthood, but that, excejit in ancient deeds, the sin-

gle word Miles never occurs. Had he taken the trouble

to consult any friend who possessed even a superficial

acquaintance with the language in which the inscrip-

tion was written, he must have discovered that the words
Eques Auratus, Miles Auratus, E(iues by itself, and Miles

by itself, are used indiscriminately in modern Latin to

ilenote knighthood; and that the "absurd misconcep-
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