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(la, all your civil and religious rights will

be rei^pcctcd."

Lord Gniuville, having heard of the

proclamation and of the good-will of the

Canadian mithoritics, wrote as follows to

Sir John Young ou Jan. Hth, ]S!)(t
:
"1 ob-

serve with great satisfaction the anxiety

manifesterl by the Canadian Government
to avoid anyeollision with the insurgent.-^

in tjie Rt(l River scttlenieiit and to ex-

haust all means of explanation and con-

ciliation before having recourse to force."

Unfortunately the difficulties of com-
i'lunication })revented the knowledge of

tlie proclamation being imparted to the

interesred parties at Fort (iarr) , and, on
tlie other hand, the same difliculty of

conmmnication left the Canadian oliicials

at Pembina in the greatest luicertainty.

b<xpecting that the affairs were progress-

ing, as understood when the}- left Ottawa,
they "thought they had but to proclaim
the transfer and secure by force their en-

try in the Northwest. They acted in ac-

cordatice, but the result was altogether

coilrarv to their hopes, and t)ie difficul-

ties were increased to such a lamentable
extent, that Lord Granville expressed his

regrets to the (lovernor-lieneral in a des-

patch dated liOth Jan.. 1870 :
" * ''

1

much more seriously regret the proclama-
tion i)ut forth by Mr. Macdougall and the
commission issued by him to Colonel
Dennis ••

• * Those proceedings do
not render Her Majesty's (Tovernment
less desirous of the restoration of tran-

quility under the authority of the Domin-
ion, but they have certainly enhanced
the responsibility ofthe Canadian Govern-
ment."
The trouble had assumed such a ilan-

gerous aspect that the Federal authorities
demanded the help of men who could
command the confidence of the disaffect-

ed. The Very Rev. J. B. Thibault, Vicar-
Genenal and Colonel de Salaberry were
sent to Fort Garry to make known to tlie

people the good disposition of the Gov-
ernment towards them. A few days later
on, Donald A. vSmith, Rsq. (now vSir

Donald) was sent as s])ecial commission-
er under the great seal. The three were
to act jointly with (Governor Mactavish
to secure the pacifieatioi' of the country
and to advise the old settlers to send
delegates to Ottawa, to make known
the.ir grievances and desires. The Rev.
Mr. Thibault was to distribute the procla-
mation on the (Kb of December, but only
after conferring on the subject with the
Hon. Wm. Macilougall, who was sup-
posed to be still at Pembina. The hoh.
gentleman had left, so tlie Rev. Mr. Thi-
bault could not see him, and the box
containing the copies of the proclamation

was deposited at Pembina, pending new
instructions. The three gentlemen sent
from Ottawa did their best to establish
confidence in Canadian rule. A conven-
tion of forty rei)reseiitativeft from the
different districts of the Red River settle-

ment was .summofcd for the 2otli Jan.,
1S70, at F'ort Ciarry, with the object of
considering the subject of Mr. vSmith's

commission and to decide what should
be the best for the welfare of the coun-
try. The convention a.ssembled and, un-
der the presidency of Judge Black, dis-

cussed tin; alfair, for which t'ley were
summoned, until the 10th of February
following, and tliev framed a Rill of
Rights.

By a resolution passed iinaiiimcusly,

the convention accepted the proposition
made to .send a delegation.

The proceedings of the convention
came to a close by the nomination of a
Provisional government having a presi-

dent, a secretary of state, etc.

The president of the Provisional govern-
ment made known to the convention his

choice of the persons he would appoint
as delegates of the Northwest, and the
secretary of state notified the.se gentle-
men of the choice the president had made
of them. The following is a copy of the
letter addressed to one of the delegates :

KoKT Garry, Fub. 21st, 1870.

Ruv.J. Riuhot, St. Noil.eit, K.R.S.
lUvc't.iul .Sir, — 1 :iin directed to inform y<?u that

you li;ivc liucn ;ippoiiUL-d by the I'ri'sideiit of the
N'ortlnvcst 'Icrriloriiis ;is co( (Hiiniissioiicr, with
jolin lihick and y\lfred ScoU, E.squircs, to treat witli

tlu' Govt'ninicr)t of tlic [loiiiinion of Caniidu upon
tcriii'; of confcdir;ition.

r am, rcMTend sir,

^'our oliediciit scrNiinl,

(Si^^iii'd) Tiios. Bi-N'x,

Si.tTftai'y.

Unfortunately, the troubles were not at

an end ; within a few days most regret-

table circumstances occtirred, which pre-

vented the fulfilment of what had been
decided. The delegation was postponed
and Bill of Rights put aside.

At the same time Bishop Tache was re-

qnested to proceed to I'ort (Jarry. The
proclamation of the Ciovernor-Greneral
was handed to the prelate with request to

give it to the insurgents, in order to de-

termine them to make known their griev-

ances, complaints or desires to the (iuver-

nor-General. ^Special importance was
attached to a delegation, and to obtain it

Sir John A. Macdonald, in his letter to

Bishop Tache, Kith February, says : ''In

case a delegation is appointed to proceed
to Ottawa, you can assure them that they
will be kindly received and their sugges-
tions fully considered ; their expenses
coming here and returning, and while
staying in Ottawa will be defrayed by us.

'
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