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" At fhc July term, 1817, (he court in thn awl no. them district, on a hear-

in;?, passed a final decree, and (herein did adjudge, order, and flecree, that (he
proceeds of the sales of the said schooner, as have heen hrouj^ht inio court npon
the sale nndorder of the said court, be paid over to the claimants, or to their a^ent,
or attorney, duly constituted (or that purpose.

°

"The court gave an order, on the clerk of the southern district, for the pay.
ment of the money arising fiom the sales of said schooner and cargo.

•' A controversy then arose, as to the jurisdiction of the court in the northern
district of New York, over the subject.

" It was said that the law dividing the circuit, made no provision for remo-
ving the causes from (he city ofNew York to the northern circuit.

"No money was paid on the order, andTheron Rudd, the clerk, with whom
the money was deposited, became a bankrtipt, and a delimiter in a large amount.
Soon after the war closed, and peace was restored, the petitioner?, by the di-
plomatic agents of Great Britain, applied to this Government to be iedressed in

their grievances."

The aforegoing may be regarded as a brief statement of (he facts of this case.
The committee, entertaining an opinion that important principles are mcessa-

rily involved in the consideration and final decision of the claim of these memori-
alists, have endeavored to ascertain with much precision its history from the peri-

od of the seizure of the vessel to (he present time.

On referring to the Journals of Congress, it appears that it was first presented
(o the House of Kepresentatives, on the 29th of May, 1834 ; and, by order of the

House, referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. No report was made by (hat

committee, owing, probably, to the circumstance that there was not sufTicient

time properly (o consider the case between the presentment of (he memorials and
the close of the session. Nothing was done in 1835, but in 18,'JG, the claim was
submitted to the Committee of Claims of the House, who reported a resolution on
the 24;h June, 1636, authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to take testimony for

the purpose of ascertaining the value of (ho vessel ami her caigo, at (he time of

her capture. This was done, and, on the 11th of June, 1S37, (lie then Secreta-

ry of tlie Navy made a report of which the subjoined is a copy :

" Navv Department, FeLruanj'll, 1S37.
*' Sir : In compliance with the resolution of the House of llepresentntives, of

(he 2 ith of June, 1836, referring to the Secretary of the Navy the petition and
papers of James and William Crooks, "to ascertain (on giving notice to the said

.(arncs and William Crooks, or(o (heir agent, of the time and niace of taking

testimony) the value of the vessel called the Loid Nelson, captured by Lieutenant

Woolsey, on Lake Ontario, on the 5th of June, 1812, at the time of the said cap-

ture, and the cargothmi ou board of said vesssel : ;ind tliatln; report t!ie saine at

(lie next session ot'CJongress," I appoiuteil the Hon. J:lml^s Striker, of the city of

liulfalo, in the State of New York, coamiissiout.T to take the tiNtiiuony rcfjuiieil

by the said resolution ; due notice being ^iven to tlii; attorney of James and Wil-

liam Crooks of (lie t'uie anij placeof taking' such tcitimony. I al-; • ainioiiued

(Jeorge I*. Daiker, E'<|., of said city, a^-t-iit on the part of the United Slates, to he

piesent at the time of the examination ot' the witne-i>e-i, \\)v tli'- |)'ii[)nse of putting

such iuterrogatoiies to them as nii^ht ap|H'ar to hiiu l(j (X; piDprr aul n"('rs<aiy

to elicit all the faets and cireuinstanees of tlie ease as ('oiiucelcd with Uie two
brandies of inquiry specitied in the aforesaid resolution.

*' The connnission was ofiened in the city oi iSullalo on the lO.h, and eIos"'l on

(he 20ili of .,'anuary last, and I have now the honor to Iransmit the depositions

taken in the case, nunihered from I to 7, logelher wit!, the pipers and e.\hilms


