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bd tnade, as the conduct of his troops was directed

and sanctioned by his government.*
Durino; the period ut' these transactions, th« vil-

lage ot" Lfcwistown, near the capes of the Dclawarcf in-

habited cliietly by fiaiicrmen and pilots, and the village

of Stonington, seated upon the snores of Connecticut,

were Unsuccefestully bombarded. Armed parties, led

by ofliccrs of rank, landed daily from the British squad-
ron, making predatory incitrsions into the open coun-

try : rifling and burning the houses and cottages of

peaceable and retired families, pillaging the produce of
the planter and the frirmer

;
(their tobacco, their grain,

and their cattle ;) commiuint? violence on the persons

of the unprotected inhabitants ; seizing upon slaves,

wherever they could be found, as booty of war ; and
breaking open the coffins of the dead, in search of plun-

der, or committing robbery on the altars of a church,

at Chapticoj St; Inigoes, and Tappabannocki with a
sacrilegious race:

But the consummation of British outrage, yet re-

mains to be stated, from the awful and imperishable
memorial of the capital atVVashington.lt has been already

observed, that the massacre of the American prisoners

at the river Raisin, occUri'ed in January, 1813 ; that

throughout the same year^ the desolating warfare of
Great Britain^ without once alledging a retaliatory ex-
cuse, made the shores of the Chesapeake^ and of its

tributary rivers, a general scene of ruirt ttnd distress ;

and that in the month of February, 1814, sir George
Provost himSelf, acknowledged, that the measiit*es of
retaliation, for the unauthorised biirnitig oif Newark,
in December, 1813, and for all the ex-cesses which hstd

been imputed to the American iirmy, was, at that timc^
full and complete. The United States, indeed^ re-
garding what waiS due to their own character, rather
than what was diie to the conduct of their erierhj^, had
forborne to authorise a just retribiitioa; and even dis-

dained to place the destruction of Newark to retciliato-

*S?e gen. Taylor's letter to sir S^d^.eV Beckwitki dated
the 5th of July, 1813; and the aoSwer of the follow-

ing day.
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