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descrijilion. Likewise, what ,Li;real risks the

navi.nalioii of "white water" by inexperi-

enced hands in craft of that sort carries

with it.

Up to this \ear, all the packin*,'—across

the passes— for the few score of miners

who invaded the \'ukoii country by either

of these routes was done by the C'hilcat

and t'hilcoot Indians, who are coast tribes,

as well as bv the " Stiiks" who live in the

interior, men, women, children, and do,ns

[)luckil\- shouldering packs that no white

man wmild tackle. As much as 150 lb. is

carried bv the males, from 60 lb. to 75 lb.

by the stjuaws, and from 30 lb. to 40 lb. by

provisions, tools, and i(]iiipnu'nts with

which the whole shore was strt'wn.

The next trouble was the want" of feed

for iht; pack animals brought by the later

arrivals, who had been wariXHl by their

predecessors' straits. l''or the sujiply of

sour swamp grass on that inhospitable

shore was soon exhausted, and oats or hay

were for some lime unobtainable. As a

conse(]uence, luinilrecis of horses starved

to death at Skagway and Dyea, ere ten

miles of the trail across the pass had

been covered. That the ultimati' fate of

most of the horses taken by individual

parties up to the lakes will add variety


