
OF THE WEST. 217

and have thought of the masses of human bones that moul-

der beneath; when our heart and imagmation evoked the

busy muhitudcs that here 'strutted through life's poor play,'

and asked the phantoms who and what they were, and
why they have left no memorials but these mounds, we
have found ample scope for reHections and associations of

the past with the future. We should not highly estimate

the mind or the heart of the man who could behold these

tombs of the desert prairies without deep thought.

Among the second class of Indian uniiquidcs may be
classed the idols, vase?, and culinaiy utensiiH, of which such

numbers arc found in the western counlry, as ih;it (hoy are

no lonsrer rejiardod as curiosities. The bcauliliil three-

headed idol, the most remarkable specimen of Indian pot-

tery and moulding that has yet been found, was taken from

a mound in Tennessee. It consists of *\uv.o lieads of pro-

portions of considerable accurac}-, representing counte-

nances of different expressions and ages. The whole
workmanship is surprising, when viewed in reference to

the common notion of Indian art. We possessed a beau-

tiful and perfect specimen of Indian pottery in t1ie shape of

a drinking gourd. The aperture roprescnicd the mouth of

a squaw, which the thirsty drinker would natiually kiss

Willi a degree of eager ap()etite. In digging a ditch round
a garden below St. Charles, in the for]<s between the Mis-
sissippi and Missouri, we came upon great quantities of

fragments of this ware. Much of it in fine preservation

has been dug from the chalk banks below tiie mouth of

the Ohio. It is found in fact every where between Pitts-

burgh, lake Superior, and New Mexico. The material is

clay, with a considerable intermixture of sand, sometimes

flinty, sometimes calcareous, but generally of a snowy
whiteness. They were all moulded by the hand, without

any aid from the potter's wheel. The shapes of natural

objects were happily imitated, and they were hra'dened by
the heat of the sun. Sculptured and inscribed rocks are

among the most common of Indian antiquities. On the

side ofa mountain in Tennessee, are the marks of the foot-

steps of men and horses in the limestone, in great numbers,
and as though they were the tracks of an army. Some of
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