
which he is and ever has been thankful. What you did for him tiien,

has ever been and is now hif;hly nd properly appreciated. What he

has Jince done for you and your library being on record in the hands of

Time, and in his own ledj;ers, need not be mentioned here.

In future years, when American hijiorians from remote parts have to

thank Providence for its hijiorical treasures j;athered by you from the four

wmds; and when they enter your beautiful library, or turn over the

leaves of Mr Hartlett's excellent catalogue of it, the writer trujls that

Jhould it be ajked What has this biblioteiiural li M H done? fome friendly

little bird will whiJ'jHr in their ears a Wrens epitaph, 'circumfpice.' And

when with reverent lands they turn over tiie 'talking leaves' of your

beautiful ColumbujVs. Vej"putiu|es, Cortejes, Las Cajiijes, Peter Martyrs,

and Ovicdos; your Gornaras, your Ramujiosand Hakluyts, your De Hrys

and HulJ'iujes. your PurchaJ'es and 'I'he\ enots ; your hundreds of rare

pamphlets and rarer books, the pme little friend will again whifper ' cir-

cumfpicc.' In acquiring eon amore thcjir and other American Hijloria-

dores Prin.itivos he when neccjjary ' extraded light from cucumbers,' fet

traps for funbeams all over Murope, and travelled far and near. In this

labv'ur of love, this journey of lile, his tracks often became your trac^ts,

his labours your works, his lih-i your liberi.

With thej'e thoughts drifting through his head, you may perhaps con-

ceive with what intereji the undirfigned read through and through the

tue volumes of your privately printed catalogue, and took note of the

marvellous richncjs of your collcvtion in the rarer materials of early

American hijtory. At the Jame lime he thought it a good opportunity

to tcjl the \alue of his own Jlmilar gatherings, the unajjorted accumula-

tions of twenty years, jlumbcrmg in his American Nuggetorv.

To his delight and ajloni/hment he readily jeleded two thoufand works

tiic titles of which are not recorded in your catalogue, printed between

the years 1490 and 1799, many ot which are believed to be unique, or

of very confi-krablc rarity. The following is a brief chronological

Schedule of them, a fimple one-line lijl. Its jhortcomings and imper-

fections are too numerous and apparent for apology. Not more than

half-a-dozen of the titles are to be found in your catalogue, but thejc

arc retained in conjequencc of fome peculiarity of the copies. TheJc

two thoufand Nuggets the underjigned intends to take with him to

America next month for fale. Too long man\- of them have been lying

idle in his poj(JlJJion, for want of more head and more hands, but he trujls

that he may hereafter be permitted to jay. Long may they all be

Yours,

Henuy Stevens, Gmb.
4., Tratalgar Square, London,

0.-7. 10, iS-c.
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