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paratioii, not a word of objection was raised as to the proposed calculation

of intei'<'st, nor when the acconnts w.-io transnritted, was any hint given

tliat they were made out on a phtn disapproved of l)y the D.)nunion ( Jovcrn-

nient. !>o you not think it reasonal)ie to Itelieve, Mr. Speaker, if t]ies<!

accounts were sent in tliis form merely as a courteous compliance with a

r(M|uest of the Treasurers, and that ol.jection was contemplated liy the

Pmance Minister, that iie would Unyr taken <;are, to accompany the trans-

mission of tlu' accounts with an intimation, that while the accounts were
furnished us requested, the Dominion did not ted itself l»ound l.y tho mode
f>f computing the inn-i'est. Xo such intimation was given.

But not only Mcn> tlie I'rovincial Treasurers led to believe that thesa

accounts and the credits for interest had the full approval of the ''overn-

nient, liut the whole people of Canada were publicly formed by the
Finance I\Iinister. that these same accounts with the compound interest

plainly shewn, were the accounts betweeji the Dominion and t})e Provinces,
as fui'nished by the Finance Minister after full consideration and approval,
because, these same accounts were in the session ot 188-1 presented to

I'arliament. If the Dominion did not feel bound by the computation of
interest sliown in these accounts, was it not the plain and obvious duty of
tJie Finance Minister to have informed Parliament, that although the
accounts shewed compound interest, the Dominion only intended to allow
simple interest at o per cent., but no such intimation was given. Then
from December. 1883, to October, 188-t, numerous letters were continually
passing between the Provincial Treasurers and the Finance Department,
asking and giving explanations of various items m the account. In all that
correspondence not a whisper of any objection is made as to the interest
shewn in them. Then at last, in October, 1881, a conference of th(^ Trea-
surers with the Finance Minister, at Ottawa, is arrang(;d. The Treasurer.s
were accompanied .at the confeivnce with some of their assistants. The
Finance Minister, his Deputy :\Ir. Courtney, and several of the stalf of the
Finance Department were also [.resent. The Finance .Alinister placed before
every member at the tal.le, a copy of tliese sanie accounts, and an examina-
tion and settlement of details began. For two days that examination
continued. Difference of opinion arose as to many items, discussion took
place, and information was asked as to points in dispute, but not one word


