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chailenf^cd them to a contest of song. They con-

quered him anil left him '.ilincl, but still a poet. The

.story in Homer is more terrible, though .more civibscd:

" They in wrath made him a maimed man. they took

away his heavenly song ami made him forget his

harping."

Thaniyris, the bard who defied Heaven; Orpheus,

the bard, saint, lover, whose severed head still cried

for his lo>t Kurydice; Mu-acus, the bard of mystic

wisdom and initiations—are tlie three great legendary

figures of this Northern mountain minstrelsy.

P. 52, 1. <>S(i. These short speeches between Hector

and the Leader of t!ie Guard make a jarring noie in

the midst of the Muse's lament. Perhaps it would not

be so if we knew how the play was produced, but at

present tliis seems like one of several marks of com-

parative crudity in technique which ma '<. the pL.y, an-.id

all its daring and inventiveness.

P. 52, 1. 002 If., Mv son shall not be laid in any

prave.]— Like other Nortiiern barbaric princes, such as

Orpheus (1. <>72 ivlow) and Zalmoxis (Hc.odotus. iv.

9S) and Holg.-r the Dane lihesus lies in a hidden

ch.amber beneath the earth, watching, apparently, for

the dav of uttermost need vOien he must rise to he'p

his people. Tliere is no <..t!ier pas^age m Greek tragedy

where s\ich a fate is attributed to a Ikto. though the

position of Darius in the /Vnv/. and Agammmon

in the Choephon or the I.lritni is in some ways

analogous.

The last lints of the Mu>e liave a v-ry KuMpidean

ring: cf. Midai. 1. nx.c (p. '-i. " Mv thoughts have

roanud a cloudy land "), .//K >/'^ '• S82.

P. S4, 11. 983-cnd. I'h'.s curious and moving end
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