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refused to go ahead witb the work until that
matter was settled between the munici-
paity of Inverness and the Mackenzie and
Mau Comnpany. The matter was ln fact
ln the courts. It went from the local court
in the County of Inverness to the Supreme
Court at Hlalifax, and froma Halifax to Ot-
tawa, and it was only last fali that the
question wvas settled, and the municipality
bad to pay for the land taken by Mackenzie
and Mann for their railway and their ter-
minai. That account4, for the delay in ap-
propriatilg this money to the purpose for
which parlikment granted it.

Mr. BEN'NETT. Wbat Is the site of
the place ?

Mr. MeLENNAN. It is a nice village.
But the port is a very important one as
a shipping ppint on the Strait of Canso and
has hc.en for the past 50O or 60 years.

Mr. BENNETT. What Is the population?
mr. McLENNAN. If you take the village

it Is only a small one, 'but the surrounding
country which does its shipping at that
point is a very large one.

Mr. BENNETT. Are there fifty people
there?

Mr. McLF>NNAN. There are 200 people
there.

Mfr. SPROULE. That is a very reasonable
cause for delay, but notwithstanding that
the time bas passed, it would seem only
fair to expect that the department bas sent
their engineer tbere to collect lnformatiolb
which the House would require to'dknow.

Mr. 'McLENNAN. We could not get on
the ground; we could Dot know who ownied
the ground.

Mr. FISHER. This port has been used
for varions purposes. As long ago as 1867
the provincial government built a wharf
there and the Department of Rallways and
CanaIs in 1886 added to it. Since that lime
the people have been complalnlng on that
portion of Cape Breton island and desiring
better communication. But the department
could not make 'Its plan until the exact
location w-as determIned upon, and that lo-
cation has not yet been absolutely deter-
mmced upon, Lt was only last faîl that
eventualîr tue case was decided whicb con-
tributes towards that decision. This Item
bas been iii the estimates for two or three
years. The departnient is flot yet lu n
position to say what the plan of this wharf
Will lbe or the exact location.

Mr. J. D. REID. The very tact of our
voting this money will give the government
authority to enter into a contract for the
work. Lt maycost us an enormous amount
before we get through, and we should have
some statement giving us an estimate of
what la the opinion of the government will

be required, a statement t;hat It wlll cost
$4,000, or $8,000, or $20,000. This Is a very
strange way of proceeding with a niew
work.

Mr. F'ISHER. The estimates vary ac-
cordiug to location. I see no prospect my-
self that $30,000 will be used there. This
Is practically an Item on which there bas
been a decision by parliament that a wharf
shall be bulît at Port Hastings. If tbis
Item had been rejected two or three years
ago it miglit have been said that there
should be no wharf built at Port Hastings
at alI. Lt is only la regard to chosing the
exact location tha-t a difficulty bas arisen.
1 do flot ask for this Item unless the House
is quite prepared to say, whnt they have
said a]ready, that a wharf should be built
there.

Mr. SPROULE. I do not object to the
wharf, but I object to commltting ourselves
to an expenditure of which we know noth-
ing of the amount.

Mr. J. D. REID. I do flot think $4,000
is mach to Btart with if the work is going
to cost $20,000. I arn not objec4g to the
expenditure of the money If the work Is
required. Thlrty thousancl dollars seems
quite a lot for a wharf unless there is some
speclal reason requlring a large expendIture.

M'r. FISHER. It Is a deep water w'harf.
Mr. J. D. REID. Lt may be more expen-

sive but we should have some information
about ItL Next November we could vote a
suficient amount to carry it to an early
finish. The trouble is that $4,000 practically
wîll flot start the work.

Mr. FISHER. The only reason for this
being $4,000 is that this is w.hat bas been
voted for the last two years.

Mr. BENNETT. Does the municipaIlty
coa.tribute anything towards the cost by
giving the site to the government?

Mr. FISHER. No.
Mr. J. D. RE ID. Do many boats land

at this place ?
Mr. FISHIER. In 1900 the statistics of

the port sbowed a trade of about $200,000.
Mr. J. D. REID. And there bas been no

business since ?
-Mr. FISHER. That is the last year I

have stntistics for. The business has been
increasing.

Mr. J. D. REID. How bas it been going
on wîthout any wharf ?

Mr. FISHER. There is aa old wharf
which was buîlt by the Intercolonial Rail-
way and the -Feople seem to have been do-
ing their business as best they could. There
is no doubt that 'when a new wharf is built
private business there will increase stili
more.
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