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T CONMNMMERCILAY..

A Now Nail List.

Tho deotalls of a now noil agreemony have
been a subject of disonssion zmong tho manu-
facturers for tho last three or four days. They
have been in s ssion iinzo Monday at the
Quecn'’s Hotclia this city, At the timo of
writing (Chursday eveniug) they had not quite
comploted their lubors, the questiou of the dis-
countson wire uails being stilt under discuasion,
Tho safeguards adopted for the protectior: of
established grices aro not of the fimsy kind.
They are such as might be expected in a socoud
attompt $o0 secura couformity of prices, the ex.

erionce of failuro kaving taught thoe manu-
acturers how utserly worthless was the un.
supported pledge of a mau’s word. The co-
hesive ivfluence of a monoy forfeit, as was
pointed out by our Montreal correspondent last
week, now informs and stroogthens the union,
The forfeit which is risked by any lapse from
the agreement is too considerable to be out.
weighed by any advautage thata breach of
adopted prices would by likely ‘o gain. It
would need to be a sweeping sals thus would
compensatz a maoufacturer for tho loss of
$3.000, which the discovery of stch a viola.
tion would entail. But the union is knit to

other by morc than the sinews of peenniary
interest. It is solemnized by an affidavit that
ought to make the arrangement well nigh
treachery-proof, Aad it i3 not enough that
the priocipals shall kiss the book. ~ Their
travellerz and salesmen have to subsciibe to
the articles of agiermeat, and sw - to carry
them ~ut without iofrastion by awrect or in.
direct intent. The oath is handed on to the
wholesaler, who also has to declare in its
water-tight terms that he will preserve the
iotegrity of the prices committed to him. Non.
jurors will get no nails. But it is no sacrilege
for the retailer to cut prices. He registers no
solemn vow to stand by the figures, and his
liberty to do himself out of a profit is the only
unshackled thiog now in the nail trade. It
will probably be as fully enjoyed as ever.

The new agreement establishes the Ameri.

can list as tho framework of cut nail qaota.-

tions. 1t was also desired to abolish the
Canadian pattern acd adopt the American
exciusively, Both patterns have now to be
kopt, and it meaus a large assortment to keep
in stock all the sizes in the two patterns.

It certainly would simplify the trade if but
one pattern were on the macket. But there is
a strong partiality in many sections of the
counziry for the Canadian pittern, and it was
felt that the time was not yet ripe for dropping
it, It was agreed that tho prices should be the
same for Hamilton and Toronto, The list
gtarts from a basis of §2 30, which is the price
of 50 to 60 dy. nails, and indeed for all nails
about 50 dy., but as there are few haudled
above 60 dy. the latter may be taken as the up-
permost limit in size.  TFor other sizes the pri
ces are got at by adding to this bade price the
figures quoted after each size respectively.
Here is the list -

(1) EITHER CANADA OR UNITED STATES
PATIERN.

Basis—gg to 60 dy. nails, $2.30,

dy. ¢ Be, more.
30 dy. “ 10c. ¢
20,16 & 12 dy. ¢ 15c. ¢
10 dy. ¢ 20e,
8 & 9 dy. “ 23e, ¢
6&7dy. ¢ 40 «
5 dy. “  60c. ¢

(1.) UNITED STATES PATTERN ONLY,

4 dy. nails (shingle), 60c. more,
3 dy. ‘  (lath), 8L.00 *

{3 ) CANADA PATTERN ONLY,

4 dy. mils (shingle, 50c, more.
3 dy. *¢ (lath) 90c. ¢

The first part of tho list includes all sizes in
which prices are the same for either American
or Canadian patters. A ten.penny nail or any

ther size in that list will cost the same wheth-
or it is American or Canadian in pavtern, The

sccond and third parts of the list quote the ad-
ditions to be made to the basis for shingle and
lath nails of Awmerican and Canndian pattera
regpectively, the patterns differing in value
only in those two classes, N

The changes in the prices which this list am.
omends are a+ follows: Tno 40dy. nail is lower;
the 30 dy. nail is unchanged ; 1hoe 20, 16, 12
and 10 dy. nails are higher ; all the other nails
are lower. Thus tho advance is all on thelarge
nails  Tho margin of the jobber is narrowed
by the arrangewment, from what it nomiaally
was before, 50 that tho increment to prices goes
to the maoufacturer.  But it cannot withuut
perjury be mule narrower by the jibber's cut-
ting proclivities, which were freely vxercised in
open-prico times.  The list holds throuxhout
for steel nails, if 10¢ be adided to the price of
each corresponding size in iron cut nails. This
is equiva'ent to begioning upon a two-cent
higher basis and making the iucreases noted in
the above list.

Wire nails are advanced in every instance
where change has beou made, and tho greater
part of the wiro nail list has beon revisod.
The discounts are undetermiuned yet, aund the
list is helid over for publication next week. The
prices have advanced from one to four cents
wherever there has been any change. Standard
brands of these nails have, it is alleged, been
sold at prices that did not real zs tho cost of
production.

It is to be hopen that the piccautions ‘aken
to nails a profitable line to, makers
and jubbers will attain that end, butit is
highly desirable that the retailer should make
a little money as well. There is nothing to
mitigate tho effects of excessive competition
among retailers except the rosivaiuts of their
own common sense, ‘I'here is no reason why
aaybody should be robbed in the onail trade,
aund if retai ersa mike up their miads to main.
taia prices nobody will be robbed — Zoron‘o
Hardware,

Winnipeg Industries.

W. N. Johuson & Co., is & Winnipeg firm
which, without any great flourish of trumpets,
has for some time been carrying on a considera-
ble manufacturing indastry, in this city. The
firm has worked along in a quiet way, butat
the samo time has hzen gradually and success-
fally extendiag ats bnsiness. The house was
cstablished hare in 1832, iu wholesale leather
and findings, and forseveral years was confined
to this bianch. Later the manufacture of shoe
uppurs was added. About two years ago
the manufacture of horse collars was begun,
and again about a year ago another important
manufacturing department was added, in the
line of harness of all kinds, The firm has been
particularly successful in its manufacturing
branches, and the business has already grown
to such an extext that it can be classed among
the most important of Wianipeg's manufactur.
ing industeies. Tho estallishiment now gives
employment to twenty men, ia alt departments.

Three times since the busincss was firat en.
tablished, it has been found advieable to :wove
the location, aud each time to larger premises.
At present \WW. N. Johnson & Co. occupy two
stores in the brick block ou the corner of King
and Alexander streets. Each store is twenty-
five feet frontage, by 70 feet deep. The corner
store is used asa show and sample room, and in it
are kept samples of the various lines manufac.
tured or handled by the firm. These include
leather and findings, harness, collars, saddles,
whips, horse robes, bells, combs and bLrustes,
saddlery hardware, and quite a list of other
articles belonging to the loather and rindings or
haracss trades.

The gronad floor in the adjoining store is en-
tircly devoted to the collar manufacturing de-
partmeut, und to stack roam for callars. Five
men aro employ+d here manufacturing collars,
and a large array of manunfactured stock is kopt
in racks. This is one of the most imporrant
departmeats in the business, and the firm has
already gained a wide reputation for its munu-

facturas in thisline. Ouaoe of the specialtios is

the Boston team collar, for hoavy team pur.

poscs ; also the long straw pipo collar, These

%oods are sold to the trade throughout westorn
anada,

Tae basemone helow, which is tho full size of
the two apartments, is filled with heavy stock,
such as leather, hamas, ete. Tho olfises ure in
the roarof the coraor store, ground Hoar.

Tho sesond stocy i8 used fir the harnoss
manafactucing dupsrtmeat sud also for stock
of haraoss, saddles, etc. In this department
about ten mea aro omployed nwlugwcuring
harauss, and althou¢h this was the list brauch
addod, it has already proved a profitable one
for the ficm. The spaciatty in this:department
is the No. 1 farm haraess, and also the coun-
tractor’s haruess, aud these guods are meeting
with a growiag demuud.

Dining thé Erain Men.

Oa tho oveninyg after the anaoual meeting of
tho Winuvipoy Grain Fxchange, the members
and a fow friends were catertained to dinuer
at tho Munitoba hotel, by retiring presiideut F.
W. Thompson. Those present were: General
Superintendeat Whyte, U S Cousul Taylor,
Mayor Macdonald, R, J. Whitla, Robt. Kerr,
8. Nairn, K. Campbell, Ald. Gilroy, F. Simp.
son, C. N. Betl, J. McKechnio, J. G. Margan,
J. R. Graut, B. 8. Joukins, 3 R Crowa, W, \WV,
McMillan, D. Horne, — McGregor, R. D.
Rorison, A. Rogers, F. Armitage, W. W,
Hutchison. A, A. Andrews, N. ¥, Bawlif, J. A,
Mitchell, W, A Black, Jas. Steen, Geo. H.
Black, J. H. Hoar, S. W Tarrell, D. W,
Buchanan, S. A. McGaw, Thos. Rebiuson, D.
W. Cnuinmings, T. A. Anderron, H. S. Patter.
son, Wm, Martin, W. W, Watson, and repre-
sent.tives of the press.

A splendid menu was provided, which was
apparently heartily enjoyed by those present,
while suveral fine vocal selections during the
evening added to the pleasures of the occasicn.
The speeches were short, crisp and wit:y,
Hon. Col. McMillan responded to the *‘Local
Legislature,” aod was followed by Mayor
Alex, Maucdonald for the city. Geaeral
Superintendent Whyte replied to the **Lrans.

ortation fucilities.” President elect J. A,

itchell, of the exchange, dealt with * The
elevator and graia interests,” poiating out
the need of a larﬁs haudliuﬁ system of elevators
in Winnipeg. Messra. Nairm, Whitla and
Steen replied to the “Manufacturing interes:s,”
Secretary Bell, of the exchinge, gave some
interesting statistics about the crop, etc.
Several other toasts were proposed, including
the health of the retiring president, wkich
was enthusiastically received, after which
those preseat dispersed, ell voting the even-

ing a pleasant one.
————r——

Patting up Fraight Rates.

One feature of the railroad situation which
should be borne ie mind by everybody is the
fact that nearly all the meetings of the different
roads have resulted iu adjusting traffic rates on
a higher plane than before,  Wherever there
has been any question of cutting it has been
agreed that raws should be advaunced, and
thero has been equalization enough ig the pdst
year to compensate for a_considerable amount
of catting. The fact thatcll the 10ads have
more thau ample employment for their equip-
ment and that they are much less worried
about getting buainess than in handling it has
given an cxcellent opportunity for stiffening
tates, and adjusting them ona higher basis. The
rotucas of the various roads show an average
increass in rates, and it looks very much asif
this wounld continue for more than a year.—
Wall Street Daily Veiws.

" ——

Sailing vessels appear to be again coming into
favor in Great Brituin. Thece has been a sud.
-den und great change in this respect within
the past year or two, as shown by a statement
in Engineering, which indicates a large increase
in new sailers.




