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enough aiiprehended. The Crown, to begin with, has to notify
its pleasure, unless the judge enlarges the time, before the day
originally set for the execution, and cannot itself defer that
event; while the judge must flot, where occasion for a stay is
found, a]loxv the day appointed for its carrying out to pass without
proceeding to act. The most explicit assurance, however, to be
derived from the section is the hard-and-fast nature of the reprieve.
It is solel%7 and purely to afford the Crown suitable facilities for
dealing wvith an undetermined case. Now. as regards this matter,
the Crown, as before intimated, liad given its ultimatum. In the
face oif that knowledge any supposition that the practice %vas
borrowed froin the C'ode mnust be discarded. Nothing, it tmaybe
owped. is sou-lit to be -rounided on the fact of a suspension under
the circumstances doing violence to the rooted understanding of a
reprieve ;altliouyh tlîe giiof the name to a proceeding which,
instead of promisîng imii relief,-operates to a criminal's prejudice

-Nvhicli oul for imii, so to speak, the wheels of doom-has about it
a sufficient flavour of ironw. Lt nlas bc the proper estimate that
th e wn(ý\i is oflv dispossessed of the righlt te Ille extelit tu oc
Parliamnent 1laý bestowed it upon the courts. 111 1894, Sir John
Thlomnpsoni--or to bc i.?ore accurate, the Goveý-rnor-Getneral on
blis advice ' as aissertcdl by the counsel for the prisoner, Mr. 1'. C.
Robir'ctte, K. rpie \V rrl.the Count v of P>eel

inuriiderer. by the chamniiel of a direct coinmunication, fi-cil Junie
i st of that year u!Itil < ctober ist--afterivards.,, in September,
commuittniý bis sentence te li prisonincîîf for life. Tl'le adoption
of any coiîre bY a Mjiinktei of suich repute as the heacl, at that

pcriod. of die ])epaýrtmletit -f justice ges nuo little wvay, everyonle
iiiust alh ow, to\var(l s ctabZ li ing. its valid itv.

\Vesininlster ilIsrecords bequeath nio exanuple of the
ecaix of a iurderei lvin- uinder sentence of deatli, whiich
prceîîeits eVenl il r'emete ianalegvm to duit in question, thoughi cases
arc furnishied of ct iiîdeii)icd persons "fleeing to sanýctuary where

the decisien Ilis gýolic tfîtlî th;at -the realm' cannot be aibjurcd b>'
such incitns."

'l'ie point ý%as, urge(I. and dcbated \vith less pcrspicacity thian
fedmIn the prc-s, that, nîles ie.ini\vhile reprieved, ('ashel, as

sooil as t'ie moment o>f execution arrived, \vhether lie should have
graciously lent Iiimself te Uilc haginsgoed offices or not,
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