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heroes, and In this OaiuMla of oun the iii«

termingliag of tbeu two great natioaalities

would be of great benefit. They bad had
a Florious past, and they had
a glorious prospect for tbe future.

From Sarnia to Oavpe and rigbt away to the
Pacific Ocean where was the man wbo
could not breathe freely in this beautiful air

of oars, where was the man who had grieT<-

aoces that could not Teutilate them right

to the fout of the throne. [Applause.] There
was no exclusive class in Canada, every
man bad perfect freedom in speech, free*

dom in life and freedom in tue press. As a
Protestant clergyman be could not forget

the beroisai of those Catholic Missionaries

who came to this country many years ago,

and went into the wilderness and civilized

the people. He concluded a most eloquent
address by saying that tbcy bad only to

preserve sacredly and earnestly their con.

ftdence in Uim who was the source of all

good things, and the giver of every bles<

sing and they would then be a great na*

tion in tbe time to com -. (Applause.)

Dr. Louis H. Frechette, in reply, said it

natural that tbe toast of ' Canada" having
been proposed in English should be re-

sponded to in French, since, as had beeo

said by tbe eloquent speaker wbo had pro-

posed tbe toast, our couatry had aa im-

meose advantage in the rare good fortune

of having been oiscovered, peopled, in-

habited and developed by two of the

tjreatest races in the world, the Anglo-

Saxon and the French. This toast was one

that called forth a response frw.m every

heart. The name of one's country ban

alwuys iubpired poets with their finest

seutiujents, and all the puets of Canada
have sung their native laud : from Cremaiie

who sang on the battlements of ancient

Quebec to the late poet and politician

who cried, want tout je tuit Canadien,

from that other reteran whose refrain wm
Canada, monpayi, met amours, to the poet

who sang of Ifos perei lortia de la France, Qui
eherekaient loin de leur patrie, Une terre de la

liberte. But it is not sufficient that a poet
should have inspiration, but there must be
tbe occasion to call it forth. He musi be
under its direct influence. The proposer of

the toast in recalling the noble heroes of the

past, those men whose deeds made us de-

lighted with the thought that this was our
country, had furnished such an impulse, he
thought be might repeat a few lines that he
had composed upon a like occasion '.'—

Et toi, de ces heros genereuse patrie,
Sol Canadien qu'on alme avec idolatrie,
Dans I'accompiissement d^ tous ces grands

travaux.
Quand Je pese la part que leCiel t'a donnee,
Les yeux sur I'avenir, terre predestinee,
J'ai fol dans tes destins uouveauz.

Yes he had faith in the destiny of his coun-
try, especially when he looked upon such
institutions as McOill University, which
had sprung from her soil, and were fastened

under the banner of a glorious past, and in

the hope of a great future. [Cheers]. On
resuming his seat Mr. Frechette was
greeted with loud calls of Soixanle-dix, in

reHponse to which be repeated the words of

his poem *' 1870," which wtre listened to

with the profuuadest attention, and at tbe

close gr eted with enthusiastic applause.

Mr. Eugene Lafleur then sang " Sol Cana-

dien."

Professor J. E. Robidoux then proposed

tbe toast ot « McQill in Pdrliament," which

was eloquently re>ponded to by Mr. 0. W,
Stephens, M PP.

<> The Ladies," wbo have also been bene-

factors of MuGiil University, were thea

honoured, and the evening's proceudingi

were brought to a close shortly after 12

o'clock.


