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the flank companies were hinded, under the pro-

tection of tlie rjuns of tlie fleet. An enjraijement

commenced as the British were about to march

forward ; but beino^ continually reinforced by the

arrival of fresh troops, they compelled the enemy

to retreat. This warm en«j:arrement lasted till four

o'clock in the afternoon, and cost the British

about 1,000 men. Sir Ralph Abercromby, having

become master of the point, or peninsula, of the

Ilelder, completed his landinj^, entrenched his

advanced posts toward the rifj^ht, and occupied

with his left the point of the Helder, and the bat-

teries there which had been evacuated. In these

positions he awaited the arrival of the second divi-

sion, under the Duke of York, the commander-

in-chief, which remained in England until news

w^erc received of the landing of the first on the

coast of Holland. These two divisions were com-

posed of thirty battalions of infantry, of 000 men

each, 500 cavalry, and a fine train of artillery.*

During this campaign, Lieut.-Colonel Brock dis-

tiniruished himself in command of his resjiment,

which, on the 2d of October, in the battle of

Egmont-op-Zee, or Bergen, had Captain Archer

and Ensign Ginn killed ; and Major Hutchinson,

Captains Sharp and Robins, Lieutenant Urquhart

and Ensign Hill, wounded; Lieutenant Johnston

missing, and supposed to be killed, exclusive of

nearly one hundred non-commissioned officers and

* New Annual Register for 1799, page 395.


