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preconception. The philosophy of thl« la, not ihot the Indi-

vidual articles are superior to others which we liave seen,

examined, and admired, but that iu the whole there is a
variety and vaatness to which we arc unused, and from which,
as from a scries of inductions, each man makes his own espe-
cial deductive reasonings.

" The Great Exhibition is, in a rcmarlcable manner, a grand
exemplification of the present state of human industry, and
of the eflbrts of mind. We perceive in it the most complete
illustration of the application of science to all the purposes of
use and ornament ; wo discover how far man hag advanced
in his knowledge of the physical agencies which determine
the constitution of matter, and of the productions of Nature
by which ho is surrounded.

" The general desire expressed for some concise description

of the Exhibition—some guide, whicli should direct to the
more interesting groups within the Building, and explain
their peculiarities whether natural or artificial— led to tlie

design of the present Handbook, which is intended to afford

that interpretation which oppeared to be required.
" It is necessary, by a brief explanation, to correct a mistake

wliich has been entertained, more particularly by exhibitors, as

to the character of the work. It was never contemplated that,

within the limits of two small volumes, an account of indivi-

dunt articles should be given. The objects exhibited have,

as far ns it was possible, been taken in groups, and the strik-

ing points distinguishing each alone selected for description.
>"*" Doubtless some articles have escaped attention, which,
from their merits and peculiarities, claimed notice. Every
care has been taken to prevent this : the most scrutinizing

cxiimination has been made by competent persons, and infor-

mation has been in every doubtfn! case sought from the exhi-

bitors themselves. It is therefore hoped that the omissions
will be few and comparatively miimportant.

" The descriptions of the several sections have been given
by the following gentlemen, whose thorough acquaintance
vith the subjects they have undertaken is a sufficient gua-
rantee of thu correctness and value of the information con-
tained in the Handbook.

" The productions of the Vegetable and Animal Kingdoms,
and the direct manufactures from them, have been described
by Professor Edward Forbes, F.U.S.; the Agricultural Imple-
ments by Professor Wilson, late Principal of the Agricultural

College of Cirencester ; and the Agricultural Produce by Mr.
Joshua Trimmer, the author of several prize essays on thia

subject.

"The Machinery and Civil Engineering have been described
by Professor Gordon, C.E. ; and Military Engineering, Arras,

and Maps, by Captain James, U.E. Mr. Holland, of Sheffield,

the author of the Treatise on Iron and Steel in ' Lardncr's

Cabinet Cyclopaedia,' has furnished the section devoted to

Sheffield ; and Mr. Aitkin, of Birmingham, that which deals

with the important manufactures of that locality.

" Messrs. Berlyn and Wm. Brough have given the exten-

sive sections of the Foreign Departments, comprehending
Precious Metals, .lewellery. Furniture, Printing, Stationery,

Fine Arts, and Miscellanea, their best attention ; and to

Mr. William Brough we are indebted for the Printing, Type,
anu Printing Machinery, of the English department.

" For the Mineral Kingdom, Metallurgy, Mineral Alanu-

focture. Precious Metals, Jewellery, Iron, and Hordwaro,
Furniture, Philosopliical Instruments, Horology, Music, Glass,

Porcelain, Chemical and T'linnaceutical Preparations, Woven
and Felted Fabrics, &c,, <iii the English side, and each section

not specified in the Foreign Departments, the Editor alone

is responsible. To those exhibitors who have furnished

information, much of which was of the utmost importance,

many thanks are due. Originality ha<i not been aimed at,

but every available source of information sought fur; and to

several periodicals whicli have devoted themselves to the

Great Exhibition the Handbook is under obligations : amongst
others, the Murniny Chronicle, and the Illustrated Loudon
JVewa, must be particularly named.
"Every care has been taken to render this compilation a

record worthy of preservation, ns giving, within a limited

pace, a faithful description of certainly one of the most
remarkable events which has ever taken place upon this

island, or in the world—the gathering together, from tho

ends of the earth, of the products of human industry, the

efforts of human thought."

From ' Atiie!«*l'.m,' Sep/. 6, 1851.

" Connected with the Official Catalogues, as supplement and
mplcment to them, is Mr, Robert Hunt's Jtundljook, now

mi leted. This little volume -small enough for the reticule

or the coat pocket—is not a dry detail of facts and flgurcg
names and numbers. It goes briefly— but for popular purposes
sufficiently—into the science, art, and history of the interesting
materials which constitute the world's industrial gathering. If
the thing named be a vegetable production, its natural history
is stated, aa well as the story of its discovery and of the put-
poses to which it is applied ; if it be a machine, its invention
and improvements are noted, its effects on manufactures sug-
gested, and whatever else may be of interest to the inquirer
is briefly referred to :—and so throughout. "The amount ot
scientific knowledge hero compressed into two small volumes
is astonishing ; and this knowledge is not of an encyclopiedian
character, such as might be easily compiled from books,—but
fresh and recent on all subjects, more especially in the depart-
ments of science.
The most instructive guide to the Exhibition while it is open—wc liave no doubt that this Handbook will become hereafter

one of the most popular mementoes and histories of the actual
gathering of the nations,"

From ' SpECTATon.'
" Useful in the Exhibition, and agreeable afterwards as a

reminiscence of what was seen in the Great Year of 1851."

12. Coloured Lithographic Flan of the Exhi-
BITION liUiLDlNQ. I'lico Crf.

13. Fenny Letterpress Flan and Guide.

14. French Letterpress Flan and Guide.
Price \id.

15. German Letterpress Flan and Guide.
Price 2d.

16. A Fopular Guide to the Great Exhibi-
TION OF THE WoBKS OF INDUSTRY OF ALL NatIONij,

1851. Containing a Plan of the Buililing, (iti His-

torical Sketch of its Progress and Constructibn, ami
an Arranged System by which the Contents can he

best examined ; with Suggestions for the (iuidancc

of large parties visiting the Exhibition. Price 2d.

;

or the Plan separately, Id.

17. British Exhibitors' Friced List.— The
British Section of the Exhidition Okficiai,

Catalogue, printed seimrately, with a General

Priced List rf Articles exhibited, price 1«.

18. The Saxon Section of the Exhibition
Official Catai.ooue, cmda Priced Lint, price 3d.

19. The Austrian Section of the Exhibition
Official Catalogue, anrf a Priced List, with an

Industrial Map, and a Statistiail Introduction, full

Index of Names of Exhibitors, Articles exhibited,

and Places contributing, Is.

20. The Zollverein Section of the Exhibition
Official Catalogue, with a Priced Lint, Is,

21. The Russian Section of the Exliibition
Oi I'lciAL Catalogue, with a Priced List, lid.

22. General Index of Names and Subjects.
Price Is. 3d.

Alphabetical Index, showing the Locality of Articles exhihitril

on the British Side of the Building, and the Positions of the
Colonies and Foreign Countries— Plan of the Building —
Table of Contents, showing the Class or Foreign Country,
and the Exhibitors' Number on each page of the Ofliciai

Catalogue — List of the Local Committees (and names of
Secretaries) of the United Kingdom which returned Exhi-
bitors, and Subscriptions to the General Fund, up to the
period of the opening of tho Exhibition, [Corrected to

2'Jth July, 1851,]— Description of the Building.

Alphabetical ano Classifif.dIndkx.—Part I. Alphabetiral
List of Contributors and others whose names appear in llic

Catalogue,

—

Part II, Alphabetical and Classified List of
Articles contained in the Catalogue,

DiRECTORV

—

List op Jurors,

23. Supplemental Volume, containing the Ofii-

cial and Scientific IJeport of the Juries upon the

whole Exhibition, prepared by authority of Il.M.'s

Coiniuissloners.
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