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land-speculators. Not having counted the cost, but

only looked upon the bright side of the picture held

up to their admiring gaze, they fell easily into the

snares of their artful seducers.

To prove their zeal as colonists, they were induced

to purchase large tracts of wild land in remote and

unfavourable situations. This, while it impove-

rished and often proved the ruin of the unfortunate

immigrant, possessed a double advantage to the

seller. He obtained an exorbitant price for the

land which he actually sold, while the residence of

a respectable settler upon the spot greatly enhanced

the value and price of all other lands in the neigh-

bourhood.

It is not by such instruments as those I have

just mentioned, that Providence works when it

would reclaim the waste places of the earth, and

make them subservient to the wants and happiness

of its creatures. The Great Father of the souls

and bodies of men knows the arm which whole-

some labour from infancy has made strong, the

nerves which have become iron by patient en-

durance, by exposure to weather, coarse fare, and

rude shelter; and he chooses such, to send forth

into the forest to hew out the rough paths for the

advance of civilisation. These men become wealthy

and prosperous, and form the bones and sinews of a

great and rising country. Their labour is wealth,

not exhaustion ; its produce independence and


