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more fertile, and the climate infinitely more mild. The
French would have many advantages there to render a

fettlement not only agreeable, but defirabJe, and they

would have an extent of habitable country to fecure

them againft apprehenfions of a conqucft by an enemy
We know the reafon the French could not I'upport them-

felves in Canada was a want of proper ftores and fox-tj

which could not be conveyed to them, by any other

channel than the riyer St. Laurence ; and that wao

blocked up by our numerous fleets. But will they he

liable to this inconvenience in Louifiana ? might citi-y

not land their (tores and reinforcements in many places

in the ^Iph of Mexico, in a tra(^ of fevera) hundred

miles? i . , ,. V. ,

But what is more to be feared than every other ap-

prehenfion from this fettlemcrvt of the French on the

Miflifippi, is their intercourfe with the fubje^ls ofSpain*

Might they not fucceed in then- encroachments here, as

well as they have done in Hiipaniola ? We know what

great profits they receive from this their furreptitious

polTeffion, and what encouragement it is to the public

fpirit for manufa(Sures, of which it is a chief fupport j

for from hence their commodities find their way to all

South America. Our anceftors looked with contempt

jon the fettlement of a few buccanierson a fpot neglected

by Spain, by reafon of its barrennefs and unwholcfome

lituation ; which by the bye, were exaggerated beyond

meafur ;,and yet it has been this very barren and unwholc-

fome ipot that has chiefly contributed to aggrandize the

French power. Oar notions of their fettlement on theMi-

flifippi were exactly fimilar j we laughed at a fettlement in

a country which we reprefented as barren, marfhy, and

unwholcfome, and gave it all the odious epithets that
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