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from Canada, and forced to yield to Great Britain al! that fine

country of Louifiana caftward of the MilHfippi. At the treaty

of peace, however, they were allowed to keep poflcflioii of the

weftern banks of that river, and the fmall town of New
Orleans, near the mouth of it; which, in 1769, they ceded

to Spain, for reafons unknown to the public.

The French therefore, from bcinir one of the grcateft Euro-
pean powers in that quarter, and to the Britifh colonies a

very dangerous neighbour and rival ; have, in the manner we
have feen, loft all footing in North America ; but on the

fouthern continent they have ftill a fcttlement which is called

Cayenne, or Equinoctial France, and is fituated between the

equator and fifth degree of north latitude, and between the

50th and 55th of weft longitude. It extends 240 miles along

the coaft of Guiana, and near 300 miles within land ; bounded

by Surinam, on the north ; by the Atlantic Ocean, eaft ; by
Amazonia, fouth ; and by Guiana, weft. The chief town
is Caen.

All the coaft is very low, but witliin land there are fine hills

very proper for fettlements ; the French have, however, not

yet extended them fo far as they might ; but they raife the fame

commodities which they have from the Weft-India iflands,

and in no inconfiderable quantity. They have alfo taken pof-

fefllon of the ifland of Cayenne, on this coaft, at the mouth
of the river of that name, which is about 45 miles in circum-

ference. The ifland is very unhealthy; but having fome good
harbours, the French have here fomc fettlements, which raife

fugar and coffee.

French Islands in America.

THE French were amongft the laft nations who made fet-

tlements in the Weil-Indies ; but tliey made ample

amends by the vigour with which they purlued them, and by

that chain of judicious and admirable meafures which they ufcd

in drawing from them every advantage that the nature of the

climate would yield j and in contending againft the difficulties

which it threw in their way.
They are fenfible that as the mother country is ultimately to

receive all the benefit of their labours and acquifitions, the

profperity of their plantations muft be derived from the atten-

tion with which they are regarded at home. For this reafon,

the plantations are particularly under the care and infpeilion

of the council of commerce, a board compofed of twelve of

the moft confiderable officers of the crown, affifted by the

deputies of all the confiderable trading towm and cities in
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