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and defend the professor's theory, even when he

himself has seen reason to modify it in accordance

with new facts and reasonings.

Wlien we inquire by what kind of training young

men can best be prepared, before leaving the uni-

versity, to enter upon the study or practice of their

professions, whether as lawyers, physicians, clergy-

men, schoolmasters, tutors, or legislators, can we

assent to the notion that, by confining instruc-

tion to pure mathematics, or the classical writers,

more especially if the latter are not treated in a

critical spirit, we shall best accomplish this end?

Do not these belong precisely to the class of subjects

in which there is least danger of the student's going

wronff, even if he eng-affes in them at home and

alone ? Should it not be one of our chief objects to

prepare him to form sound opinions in matters con-

nected with moral, political, or physical science ?

Here, indeed, he needs the aid of a trustworthy

guide and director, who shall teach him to weigh

evidence, point out to him the steps by which truth

has been gradually attained in the inductive phi-

losophy, the caution to be used in collecting facts

and drawing conclusions, the prejudices which are

hostile Lo a fair inquiry, and who, while his pupil is

interested in the works of the ancients, shall remind

him that, as knowledge is progressive, he must avail


