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CHAPTKR I.
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FAhllNd IS' LOVE.

WHO /v that beautiful (Tt'atnrc ?" said John Seymour, as a

Htjht. sylph-Hkeforni tripped uj) the steps of the verandah

of the hotel where lie was lounginj^ away his summer vacation.

•'That! Why, don't you know, man? That is the celebrated,

the divine Lillie Ellis, the most adroit 'fisher of men' that has i)een

seen in our davs."
•' l^y (leorge, but she's pretty, thouj^h 1' said John, following with

enchanted eyes the distant motions of the sylphide.

The vision that he saw was of a delicate little fairy form ; a com-
plexion of pearly white, with a cheek of the hue of a pink shell ; a

fair, sweet, infantine face, surrounded by a fleecy radiance of soft

golden hair. The vision appeared to float in some white gauzy robes
;

and, when she spoke or smiled, what an innocent, fresh, untouched,

ims|joiled look there was upon her face ! John gazed, and thought

of all sorts of poetical similes : of a " daisy just wet with morning
dew ;' of a " violet by a mossy stone ;" in short, of all the things that

poets have made and provided for the use of young gentlemen in the

way of falling in love.

This John Seymour was about as good and honest a man as there

is going in this world of ours. He was a genenms, just, manly,
religious young fellow ; he was heir to a large, solid property ; he
was a well-read lawyer, established in a flourishing business ; he was
a man that all the world spoke well of. 'J'he only duty to society

which John had left as yet unjjerformed was that of matrimony.
Three and thirty years had passed ; and, with every advantage for

stipporting a wife, with a charming home all ready for a mistress,

John, as yet, had not proposed to be the defender and provider for

any of the more helpless portion of creation, The cause of this was,

in the first place, that J ohn was very happy in the society of a sister,

a little older than himself, who managed his house admirably, and
was a charming companion to his leisure hours ; and, in the second


