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. older States ? In New England, where numer­
ous and warlike tribes once so fiercely contended 
for supremacy with our forefathers, but two 
thousand five hundred of their descendants re­
main, and they are dispirited and degraded. . Of 
the powerful league of the Six Nations, so long the 
scourge and terror of Ncw-York, only about five 
thousand souls remain. In New Jersey, Pennsyl­
vania, and Maryland, the numerous and powerful' 
tribes once seen there, are cither extinct, or so re­
duced as to escape observation in any enumeration 
of the States’ inhabitants. In Virginia, Mr. Jef­
ferson informs us that there were at the com­
mencement of its colonization (1607), iirche com­
paratively small portion of her extent which lies 
between the sea-coast and the mountains, and 
from the Potomac to the most southern waters 
of James River, upwards of forty tribes of 
Indians : now there are but forty-seven individ­
uals in the whole State! In North Carolina 
none are counted : in South Carolina only four 
hundred and fifty. While in Georgia, where 
thirty years since there were not less than thirty 
thousand souls, there now remain some fifteen 
thousand—the one half having disappeared in a 
single generation. That many of these people 
liavc removed, and others perished by the sword 
in the frequent wars which have occurred in the 
progress of our settlements, I am free to admit.. 
But where arc the hundreds of thousands, with 
their descendants, who neither removed, nor 
were thus destroyed 1 Sir, like a promontory 
of sand, exposed to the ceaseless encroachments 
of the ocean, they have been gradually wasting 
away before the current of the advancing white 
population which set in upon them from every 
quarter ; and unless speedily removed beyond 
the influence of this cause, of the many tens of 
thousands now within the limits of the southern 
and western States, a remnant will not long be 
found to point you to the graves of their ances­
tors, or to relate the sad story of their disap­
pearance from earth.”

* Mr. Jefferson, that statesman in fact as well 
as in name, that man of enlarged and compre­
hensive views, whose prerogative it was to fore­
see evils and provide against them, had long fore­
seen the evils both to the .Indians and to the 
whites, in retaining any part of these tribes witliin 
our organized limits; and upon the first acquisi­
tion of Louisiana—within three months after the 
acquisition—proposed it for the future residence

of all the’ tribes on the east of the Mississippi ; 
and his plan had been acted upon in some de­
gree, both by himself and his immediate succes­
sor. But it was reserved for Mr. Monroe’s ad­
ministration to take up the subject in its full 
sense, to move upon it as a system, and to ac­
complish at a single operation the removal of 
all the tribes .from the east to the west side of 
the Mississippi—from the settled States and ter­
ritories, to the wide and wild expanse of Louisi­
ana. Their preservation and civilization, and 
permanency in their new possessions, were to be 
their advantages in this removal—delusive, it 
might be, but still a respite from impending de­
struction if they remained where they were. This 
comprehensive plan was advocated by Mr. Cal­
houn. then Secretary of War, and charged with 
the administration of Indian affairs. It was a plan 
of incalculable value to the southern and west­
ern States, but impracticable without the hearty 
concurrence of the northern and non-slavtiholding 
States. It might awaken the slavery question, 
hardly got to sleep after the alarming agitations 
of the Missouri controversy. The States and 
territories to be relieved were slaveholding. To 
remove the Indians would make room for the 
spread of slaves. No removal could be effected 
without the' double process of a treaty and at 
appropriation act—the treaty to be ratified by 
two thirds of the Senate, where the slave and 
free States were equal, and the appropriation to 
be obtained from Congress, where free States 
held the majority of'members. It was evident 
that the execution of the whole plan was in the 
hands of the free States; and nobly did they do 
their duty by the South. Some societies, and 
some individuals, no doubt, with very humane 
motives, but with the folly, and blindness, and 
injury to the objects of their care which generally 
attend a gratuitous interference with the affairs 
of others, attempted to raise an outcry, and made 
themselves busy to frustrate the plan ; but the 
free States themselves, in their federal action, 
and through the proper exponents of their will 
—their delegations in Congress—cordially con­
curred in it, and faithfully lent it a helping and 
efficient hand. The President, Mr. Monroe, in 
the session 1824-’25, recommended its adoption 
to Congress, and asked the necessary appropria­
tion to begin from the Congre&C A bill was re­
ported in the Senate for that purpose, and unani­
mously passed that body. What is more,
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