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able extent, that the returns sbould lie
made to, the board as weIl as to the minis-
ter.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-Wby?

Hon. Mfr. POWER-Because the board
bas to deal witb the railway business.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-But
the minister bas flot to deai witb the returns.
Tie return 1 take It to lie simply an accur-
ate account of the business of the year as
provided in the scbedule, and the reason
for sending tiiem directly to the minister is
that lie could -ba've them Included In-the de-
partmnental reports.

Hon. 'Mr. SCOTT-They are printed at
once.

Hon. '.\r. LOUGHEE D-The object is to
lay the returns before parlianient.

Hon. Mfr. DANDURAND-Besides, the
board sits in Ottawa, and cati very eas!ly
acquire the Information.

Hon. 'Mr. POWER-Tbat is flot the wiiole
story. If the bon. gentleman wlll 100k. at
clause 804 lie will see that provisioqn is
made for weekly returns. Those do not ap-
pear In the annual report of the minister.

Hon. Mr. ELLIS-I rather agree -with the
Speaker that the board sbould bie In posses-
sion of the returns. The commissioneirs lu
the United States -have got sucli information.
TPhe board apparentiy, have nothing to do
with this at ail. I think it ls a defect.

The clause was adopted.

On clause 309, subsection 5,
5. Any information furaished to the board

by any suc'1 return, or any evidence taken )y
the board in connection therewith, shal flot
be open to the public, or published, but shall
bc for the information of the board only ;andi
If any officiai or servait af the board. or ary
perEon baving access to or knowlcdge of, any
saicb return or evidenc,3 shall, wlthout the
authority of the board first obtained, publish
or make known any Information, having oh-
tained tb3 saine. or knowing the same to have
been derived. from sucb return or evidence,
be shal! be liable. on conviction, to a penalty
flot exceeding five hundred dollars for each
offence. and to irnprjsonment flot exceedlng six
inonths In the common jail in the county where
sucli conviction Is bad.

Hon. Mr. FORGET-Does tis mean tbat
If the Information -was asked for in the
flouse the minister could flot give it ?

Hon. Mr. POWER.

Hon. Mr. KERR (Toronto)-Tbat is quite
apart from the minister. This is informa-
tion for the board-quite different froni the
Information for the minister.

Hon. Mr. FORGET-If I wanted to kniow
what the board bas beard on a certain day,
does tbe hon. Secretary of State say that
tbe mindster could not give me the informa-
tion ? Is thbe board not responsIble to par-
liament ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-Ohi, yes. Any Informa-
tion acquired by the board would be oh-
taîned just in the samne wvay froni the min-
ister.

Hon. Sir MÂACKENZIE BOWELL-Tbere
[s no question-that parliament is paramount
and overrides anything of this kind. If1
parliament ordered information to bie given,
even tbougb it were privileged as provided
in this clause, the minister would bave to
bring It diown. Tbere is no iaw paramount
to parliament.

Hon. Mr. SULLLVAN-I suppose it woulti
be wise to suppress a-ny false returni or ini-
formation.

Tbe subclause was adopted.

On clause 810,
310. The followîng Acts of the parliament of

Canada are bereby repealed
Obapter 29 of 51 Victoria ;-the whole, ex-

eept section 306.
Chapter 28 of 53 Victoria ;-the whole.
Chapter 51.-of 54-55 Victoria ;-tbe whole.
Chapter 27 of 55-56 Victoria ;-tbe wbole.
Chapter 27 of 56 Victoria ;-the wbole.
Chapter 53 of 57-58 Victoria *-the whole.
Chapter 9 of 59 Victoria ;-the wbole, except

section 2.
Chapter 22 of 61 Victoria ;-the whole.
Chapter 37 of 62-63 Victoria ;-the whole.
Cbapter 23 of 61-64 Victoria ;-the whole.
Chapter 31 of 1 Edward VII ;-tbe whole.
Chapter 32 of 1 Edward VII ;-the whole.

Hou. Mfr. POWER-There Is one point
to wbich it is well to direct attention. This
clause provides that certain Acts of tbe par-
liament of Canada bie repealed. It states
that chapter 29 of 51 Victoria shal lie re-
pealed-tbe wbole except section 306. Now
306 reads as follows :

The Intercolonial Rallway, the Grand Trunk
Railway. North Shore Railway, the Northern
Railway, the Hamilton and North-western
Railway, the Canada Sou.thern Railway, the
Great Western Railway, the Credit Valley Rail-
way. tbe Ontario and Quebec Railway. and the
Canadian Pacific Railway, are bereby declared
tc, bo works for the gý_ncraI advantage of Can-
ada.


