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North-West [SENATE] Amendment Bill.

I have heard with a great deal of interest
and pleasure the letter which the hon. gen-
tleman from Halifax has read. May I ask
my hon. friend where it comes from ?

Hon. Mr. POWER—It comes from Salt
Lake City, Utah.

The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
read the second time.

THIRD READING.

Bill (103) “ An Act further to amend the
Canada Temperance Act.” (Mr. Dickey.)

BILL INTRODUCED.

Bill (134) “ An Act respecting Fishing
Vessels of the United States of America.”
(Mr. Abbott.)

The Senate adjourned at 4 p.m.

THE SENATE.
Ottawa, Monday, April 28th, 1890.

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
o'clock.

Prayers and routine proceedings.

NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

The Order of the Day having been
called,
Committee of the whole House on (Bill V) An Act

to amend the Acts respecting the North-West Terri-
tories.

Ho~n. Mr. ABBOTT moved that the
Speaker do now leave the Chair.

Ho~. Mgr. BELLEROSE—I have not
occupied the time of the Mouse very
much during this session, but on this
important question it is my duty to
speak at some length, and I am ready
to do so in English if the House will
allow me to use my notes freely. The
Bill now under consideration is one of
great importance. It does not deal with
one subject alone, but contains no less than
five, each of them deserving due considera-
tion. It is not my intention to discuss at

|some weight when they arc made us®

this moment all those provisions, to Wh&z‘;
I see very few objections. I will con ot
my remarks to the last but not the le N
feature of this project, that which de:h'
with the French language in the NoT
West Territories, a subject to Whlch.c
am bound to give my attention and Wh‘ltu‘
demands that we should use all const!
tional means to have it settled equit® ol
and in such a way as to bring about Pei’is
and harmony amongst the people of t
Dominion. o
This question of the French langua%
has over and over again been discusset
and outside Parliament and in the pres>
yet, it is always a matter of surprice in
me to witness the determination of a cel‘t”'n
class of our people to reject the use &
even the teaching of French. Its adversa! lve
makeuse of arguments which, L admit, hﬂof

against all other languages, but 3gamst
French they are weak, not to &Y ot
no value. Those people seem to fOXg:,
that unlike every other language which .
used only in the country whence it cOm®>
French 'is universal; "it is called .
language of Conrts. I need not repeat gglth
what I said some few days ago (on the 2 o
ultimo), that this country was French fr]f:at
its very boginning, und that the fact th
the indifference of France had caused ! o
surrender to England could not Ohm‘%
this fact, especially when a solemn tré? J
between these two great countries hae
recognized amongst many other privile& .
that of a French nationality. I am at 8 los't
to understand how it is that in every P”illt '
of the world French is spoken and taugt?
—even in England—while here in Cab
some of our Fuglish-speaking men W2
claim the British Isles to be their mothe
land, will agitate and do their best
deprive this country of the use of the Fren®
language. Are people less inte]llgens
abroad than they are here, or is there le?c
fanaticism on the other side of the Atlantl
than here ? I will not undertake to decit
But the fact is there, and fuct sares tubbot™
things. ¢
It is not necessary that I should go 0¥®
the whole world and name a number
countries where a mixed populatio®
speaking each itsown mother tongue, ox
ists, living together in peace and harmo?
with each other. What difference, thefr
can it be to our community whether Fl'_e“c,s
is an official language, whether it



