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ierest in the country than the Civil Ser-
vice Commission- -that is, the Commis-
sign appointed to investigate the state of
affaivs in connection with the Pacific
Railway. T think it is a remarkable
and regretable circumstance that the
Speech does not say anything about that.
Porsibly, the report of these Commission-
ers is not as pleasing a document to be
read by the friends of the Government
as the report of the Civil Service Com-
mission. There is another omission in
the Speech that strikes foreibly anyone
who had read the Speech of lasc Qezlr,
and that is, that whereas His Excellency
f.hen. 8poke of anticipating a very Im‘glﬁ
tmmigration into this country, particu-
larly into the North-West, nothing at all
38 8aid in the Speech which is now befote
us of the expected immigration having
taken place.” As far as T am able to
leam_ from the meuns of information at
my du;pom‘, th: Guvernment have been
}»n;‘q{'tunr.cte in their prophecies as to the
immigration into the North-West. I
only_hope that their prophecies of suc-
0¢88 in other directions contained in the
Spoeech of this session will not be 53 mis.
taken as their prophecy in relation to the
immigration of last year. The last part
of the Speech promises that several
Ineasures of importance will be submit-
ted to us, and amongst others, one for
tho revision and consolidation of the
laws.xfela.tmg Yo Government Railways.
I thiok -that the plan adopted by the
G9vemmex‘1t last year and the vear before
with reference to amendments of exist-
ing laws is a very objeetionable one.
The Government propose to make, per-
ha.[zs, half a dozen alterations in a Statute
which covers forty pages, and instead of
bringing down a short measure contain-
lag the alterations which they propose to
wake, and which everyone could under-
stand at a glance, they bring down the
whole Statute reprinted with the altera-
tlons inserted, and {he consequence is
that changes of some hportance in that
way escape the notice of Parliament, I
tl}mk 1t would be very muclh bettorif the
Government would simply give us the

changes which they require to make, and
when they com

" e to consolidate the

Statutes of the Dominion, which I

hope they will do bLefore long, then

the different laws upon each subject can

be eonsolidated. Now is the time for
Hon. Mr. I'ower,
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members of this House to assert their
right to be heurd in legislation. Last
year we hiad the wavmest friends of the
Government, at the close of the session, -
protesting ugainst the manner in which
they were compelled to swallow very
important mzasures without an oppor-
tunity of masticating or digesting them.
I hope the Housé will assert their
dignity this session, cven at the risk of
rejecting measures of consequence to the‘
Governinent.  In acting as they have
done the last two years, the Government
have been putting the very strougest
argument into the mouths of those
gentlemen thronghout the country who
think that our House is simply a useless
picce of legislative furniture, I think it
is the duaty of every hon. gentleman to
insist that, daring this session, we shall
have ample time to discuss all important:
measires. Thel‘e are one or two pam'
graphs of the Speech which particularly
affect the section of thecountry from which
I come. Coming, as I do, from the city
of Halifax, T do not feel thas I would be
justified if I allowed the paragraph in
relation to the Intercolonial Railway to
pass ‘without a few remarks. It will be
remembered that last year there was a
great deal of discussion in this House,
and in the other House, as to the
economy of the Governient in their
management of the Intercolonial. I am
pleased to be able to say that, I think—
probably in some wmeasure owing to the
discussions which tuok place last year—
the economy on that railroad this year
has not been so great as during the year
before, and consequently that road is in
decidedly better condition than it was
twelve months ago. I think that every
gentleman who has travelled over the
road will concur in this, and it is only
fair to the (lovernment to make that
statement. | am always ready to find
fault with them when I think they
desecve it ; and it is gratifying to see that
they are s)motimos willing to take a
suggestion even from the members of the
Opposition. That is true of the Inter-
colonial Railway ; but, on the other hand,
1 regret to say that economy on the Prince
Edward Island Railway has continued

-too long, and that the road has lately

become unsafe to travel on. The proba-
bilitics are that during the coming year
the Government will be compelled to
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