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providing that shipping to take away our park
praduets, and also to take, as well, this addi-
tianal beef. We have been atternpting to
secure beef and to secure pork products, and to
b~ave them at the ports to, be taken away by
the British ships when they arrive. Sa that
in sa far as one candition upon which I made
rny statement in 1942 is cancerned, I wauld
say that we have flot yet arrived et the posi-
tion where tha British do flot want the sur-
plus meat that we have. We have flot yet
arrived at that point.

Dealing w'ith the ather side of the question,
as ta what the Americans think about it, I
would caîl attention ta what I said last night
in cannection with packing plants. American
packing plants are warking avertirne ta
approximately the angme extent as aur packing
plants in Canada. They are having diffirulty
in finding labour ta man their plants, and we
are having difficulty in getting labour ta man
aur plants. They find thamselves with the
greatest live stock population, particularly
cattla, that they have ever had in their
history-just as we find ourselves with the
greateat live stack population we have ever
had, and particu*larly cattle. in aur history.

Sa that the problema on their aide of the
line are the ame as those on aur side. I
have flot any doubt that if someone went ta
an Arnerican packing plant on tha ather side
of the lina or ta an Arnerican drovar and raid,
"Are you prepnred ta corne ta Canada and
buy at lowver pricas than you have ta pay
in the United States and then take them on
ta the Amarican market and sali themn there?"
he would gct the natural answer. But in the
United States they have a gavernrnant, as
wa have une in Canada. \Va hava spent much
tirne in discussing- thesa problerns back and
forth, and we thinik we unde*rstnnd the point
of view of the Ujnited States. Balieving that
we undcrstand it from the discussions we have
had, wa are not -sking thcm ta sny what wa
ought ta do with aur cattie. We ara trying
ta deal with aur uxvn prublenîs, by doing
sornething that will nlot multiply their
problerns. W/a are trying at the ame tirna ta
satisfy the British, who want aIl the surplus
beef that we eau send ta thern. Wc ara trying ta
du that. Wa arc now antering into an agree-
ment with Britain-and there wilI nlot be any
great difficulty about it-which will suit their
neads and nt the anme time suit aur own lieces-
sitias; and if wa are able ta rach an agrearnent
of that kind I arn quite sure that the arderly
marketing of aur heef on the British market
will ha a possibility frarn now at laast untîl
the war ends. If d'îring that period aur
production increasas ta the point where the
Arnericans can taka some of aur ment, and

[Mr- Gardiner.]

we are extramely desirous of that taking
place, I do flot think there is nnyane an this
sida of the lina who will hava any dasira ta
prevent that ment fram gatting inta that
market.

In the meantirne we are trying ta suit the
needa of aIl parties cancarned ta the beat of
aur ability, and I think we have due a fairly
good job despita the feet that the hon. mem-
ber for Lethbridga thinka we have bungled
in relation ta aur beaf and beef cattle policias.
M7e beliave that in giving what is obviously
a price which compares favourably with any
price wve have obtained undar similar circum-
stances in the past,-.the palicy is flot some-
thing that works ta the disadvantage af aur
farmers. W/e believe, taa, that juat ns we
now havea nflat return throughout the whole
year for hogs, a flat return for cheese, and a
fiat return for same other fnrm, products,
without prices going up and down at different
semsons of the year, if at aIl passible we
should get n fiat return on beef. If I had
tirna this aftarnoan ta put the prices on the
record it would be found that the poliey
wc are now following is establishing a flat
price for beef, and since the dernnnd for beef
continues in Britain throughout the whole
ycar there is flot the necessity of taking care
of great rushes of cattle an ta that market
at anc tirne and of shortages at anather.

Wecn taka in beef as it comas juat as fast
as aur plants cao handla it, and when it is
taken in we con freane it and ship it out ta
Britain as the hata are available, and thus
rnarket the produet orderly throughout the
whale twelve montha of the yenr. That is
the answer, Mr. Chairman, wvhich 1 wish to
give ta the questions.

Mr. BLACKMORE: I should flot ha sur-
prised if the ininister finda it inconvenient ta
ans\vcr my questions; I may have toannswar
thcmrn msclf hefora we finish this debata. I
think the rninisier will have n hard tirna
auswcring the answvtrs wvhich I will give. MYay
1 d&a] with the mninisteras rejoinder?

Evan his rernarks to-day give indication ta
the house and the country that thare is n very
strang dernand for beef, that thera is a darnand
for nîl the beef that Canadian farmers can
produca. In the light of that fact, and in the
light of the fact that n year ago beaf was
rationed in Canada and the price of beef was
very high ta those who wished ta buy it ta
eat, and the grat deal of talk there was of the
need of beef for Britain-I ask yau in the
light of thosa facts how the ardinary farmar,
the ordinary feeder, could possibly conceive
that in the spring of 1944 ha wvould not be
able aven ta saîl his beef. There were thou-


