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Mr. McLARTY: I think my hion. friend will
agree that in the matter of statute law,
where there is a consolidation that becomes
the law. Where orders in council are consoli-
dated, some question might arise, and it was
merely for greater certainty that the other
house suggested that we refer flot only to the
consolidated order in council but to the
original orders in counicil as we]l. In other
words, this merely makes it more certain, but
it does not in any way affect the operation of
the bill when it becomes an act.

Mr. MacINNIS: This is a most unsatis-
factory method of dealing with these amend-
ments. They may be quite miner, but they
are amendments to a bill which we discussed
for several days ie this house. Instead of
the leader of the opposition reading something
that no one can hear or understand, I would
suggest that, since we have the original bill
before us, the Secretary of State should take
each ameadment and read it, se that we may
understaed its effect on the section or clause
te which it belongs. Then we shail be in a
position cither to approve or disapprove it;
but it is unfair to ask us to approve amend-
ments that we have flot seen and about which
we consequently keow nothing.

Mr. FAIR: 1 should like very much to add
my words to those of the hion. member who
lias just taken his seat. After aIl, we are the
elected represcntatives of the people, and I
do not think wo should approve changes that
have been made by others, who are not
elected representatives, without knowing
exactly wlhat we are doing.

Mr. M\cLARTY: I have no objection to
that. Ie section 2, certain subsections are
struck eut; that is, subsections (a), "Canadian
service voter"; (b) "chief phebiscite officer,"
and (c) 'during the plebiscite." Inserted
instead are the following:

(a) "Caniadiani service voter" meaus every
person qualified te, vote by virtue of tlie pro-
visions ef section 6 of this set, and "voter," or
"orclinary voter" means any person qualificd to
vote i auy elector-al district other than a
Canadiani service voter.

The effect of that is to combine the defini-
tions of "Canadian service voter" in (a) and
"lordieary voter" in (b). In connection with
(b), where "chief plebiscite officer" is strieken
euit of the definition clause, it is inserted later
as a subelause of section 8. Paragraph (c)
"during the plebiscite" was strieken eut for
the reason that in ne particular place in the
act is that phrase specifically referred to.
"Electoral district' is again defined in section
8 as amendcd.

[Mr. R. B. Hanson.J

I need net take the time of the bouse te
read the amendment in regard to the re-letter-
ing of the sections consequent on these
changes; that follows naturahhy.

Mr. DOUGLAS (Weyburn): May 1 asic
why the definition of "Canadian service voter"
in rparagraph (a) is struck out?

Mr. McLARTY: It is net stricken eut; the
"Canadian service voter" and the "ordinary
voter" are put in ono and the samne definition,
in one paragraph. It is net deleted at ail.

Then there are some miner amendments,
purely matters of wording. For instance, sub-
section 5 of section 3 of the original act
provides that the proclamation shaîl be pub-
lished forthwith, and se on. The ameadment
provides that it shall be published forthwvith
in a special copy of the Gazette and in twe
suýcceeding regular copies. The objection is
purely a matter of wording. It is suggested
that yen cannot publish it forthwith both in
a special copy and in ether copies which wil
net be publislied until a week, or two later.
Consequently that ameodmnent is made, and if
is perfectly ýproper and in erder.

Then there is a vcry miner amcndment in
subsection 4. The words "as dcfined in this
aet" in line 24 are deleted. That aise is purely
a matter of wording and dees net affect the
meaning or intent.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury) : 0f coturse
that makes for certainty.

Mr. McLARTY: Exactly.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): The elim-
ination of these worcls removes the certainty,
te a dcgree.

Mr. McLARTY: I have already dealt with
tlic amendmnent te paragraph (b), subsection
2 of section 4, in answer te the leader of the
opposition.

Mr. STIRLING: May I asic a question in
that regard, te see that I have the minister's
interpretation aright? I understand that sec-
tions 17 and 18 of the war service regulations
are identical with sections 18 and 19 of these
re.gulations in their consolidated form?

Mr. McLARTY: That, 1 believe, is correct,
and the saine ameedment applies te section
5 of the act. In section 6, at line 17, the
words "taken under this act" are deletcd for
the saine reason that applied in the preceding
paragraphs. Then in section 8 these words are
added, taken frein the definition section and
put into the substantive section:

The chiief electoral officer under the Dominion
Elections Act, 1938, shall be the chief plebiscite
officer for the purposes of this act, and the
returning officers appointed under the said act
shial be returning officers for the purposes of
this aet.


