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the advisability of sending an expedition to
Russia?

Mr. ROWELL, I said that the Imperial
War Cabinet was consulted as to the ad-
visability of sending an expedition to
Russia, having had before them the views
of the military and diplomatie advisers.

Mr. VIEN: I understand it was the Cab-
inet in which the hon. minister sat that
agreed to that?

Mr. ROWELL: Yes.

Mr. VIEN: If I understood the minister
correctly hie said: that tlhe advisability of
sending the troops was a matter that was
left to, the Supreme War Council.

Mr. ROWELL: 1 said that the question
of where troops slioulà be located and where
the fighting should be done was, one for
the Supreme War Couiadil. The question of
whetlher the Allies should go to the assist-
ance of the Ozecho-Siovaks and the people
of Russia wha were figbting against German
aggression-the question whether or flot we
should accept the views of the Supreme War
Council on the importance of establishing
an Eastern front, was one upon which we
were entitled, and were bound, to express
an opinion.

'Coming to the question of Canada's send-
ing an expedition, the decision was reached
in the latter part of July or early in August
that there should be allied intervention, and
what Canada should do was considered in-
the manner I have mentioned. Canada sent
men for a valid reason. It was aereed that
ail 'the Allies should be represented in this
expeditian. It was understood that Japnn,.
because she had the men and was nearest
to that theatre of war, should supply the
principal part of the troo.ps. ýEveryone recog-
nized that this was a necessity of the
situation. The other Allies were to, send
contingents according ta their abîlitY.
The question arose as to how the
contingent theat would represent the British
Empire should be compoBed. Great Britain
herself had thrown every man she could
spare into the line on the Western front, fio
fewer it is said than three hundred thou-
sand youths of eighteen years of age had
been sent over the early part of the year,
in April, May and June. I saw. thase regi-
ments drilling and they were mere school-
boys. There were fia others available, and
as the situation was so critical these lads
had ta be called out. Australia, New Zea-
land, South Africa and Great Britain had
each, in proportion ta population, put more
men into the, hattle line than Canada; ani

when iA came ta a question of how the
British Common'wealth contingent should
be made up we f elt that it was only riglit
that, as we could not camply with the
request of the War Office ta send another
contingent to France, we should at least
be prepared to provide a brigade for Siberia.
We taok the position we did because of the
critical situation that existed at the time,
and ini this I arn speaking for myseif, 1
sure the samne is true of my colleagues-I
have nothing whatever ta regret in the
action then taken. We should have failed
in aur duty at that time had we not under-
taken ta do what little we could ta help
the situation.

There is one consideration I would add,
and in this Il arn speaking for himself. 1
believe Canada has a dýeep and vital interest
in the.]Paci:fie, and that many of the greatest
events of the future will be transacted
around the basin of the Pacific. T.wo-thirds
of the 'warld's population live in the coun-
tries an the Pacific acea.n or immediately
adj acent thereto,-China, India, Japan,
Narthern ]Russia, the United States, and
Canada. We share with the United States
the dominating position an the eastern side
of the Pacific, and in ail events that hap-
pen on the Pacific Canada has a deep and
abiding interest; and, as the years go by.
will have a ptill greater interest. If a
force was ta býe sent ta Siberia repre-
8enting the Britiah Empire in order ta
relieve the pressure an the western front
and help speed the day when aur Can-
adian boys would return, Canada, be-
cause of hier position and ability, would
have failed in hier duty at that time if she
had not cheerfully contributed ta, that con-
tingent. My hion. friend says that the
trouble and danger were passed before they
went. An understanding was arrîved at that
the British Empire would send a certain
number of troops. Japan sent lier troaps
France and Italy sent their troops. and
Great Britain sent the number of men she
agreed ta send, namely one battalion,-as
a matter of fact she sent two. Owing ta'
conditions prevailing in Canada we were
loniger than we had hoped in sending aur
troaps, and as soon as the Armistice was
signed the matter was taken up with the War
Office. We asked if it was necessary for
the troops ta ga forward, and the reply
came that owing ta the critical situation
in Russia it was absolutely necessary that
troops should ga forward. Great Britain
said that if we did flot send aur troops she
would have ta provide a contingent, and at
that time she was flot in a position ta


