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simply my duty, but I did it, and while I
do not desire to weary the flouse by read-
ing all the correspondence I desire to put
this in such a way that it cannot be con-
tradicted in view of the charge which has
been made. Here is the letter of Mr. F. D.
Jones, manager of the Canada Cement
Company:

3rd June, 1912.
The only reason our shipments to the West

have not been greater is because the
fransportation companies were unable to
'unply suffoient boats and cars to carry it.
Mr. J. W. Noroross, manager of the Merchants
Mutual Line, Toranto, who contracted to
transport all our water shipments of cernent
this year states in his defence, first, they
ordered two steamers in England and were
promised delivery here on the opening of
navigation.

This was in June, 1912.

These steamers have net yet arrived but
will be delivered this month. Second, the
amount of business offerring :is unprecedented.

The general manager of the Canada
Cement Company had to admit that they
were not in a position to make shipments
to the West. But, he was tryine to
exonerate bis company and he said Turther:

If thore are temporary shortages these
ghortages are caused by the transportation
companies and not by this company. As an
example of this the Government work at
Brooklyn and Halifax, Nova Secotia, is held
up for want Of cement-

over other lines. We are to-day 35,000 bar-
rels behind shipment to the Maritime prov-
inces on account of not being able to get
Intercolonial cars. I beg to quote the follow-
ing telegrams regarding this shortage for
Government work:

Haidfax, May, 30, 1912.
Work Brooklyn, Queen's county, hung up

account cernent or anization demoralized caus-
ing great financie lose.

Does my hon. friend mean to say that
there was a conspiracy among the people as
weil as among the boards of trade in the
East and the builders' exchanges in the
West for the purpose of getting this Govern-
ment to adversely influence the Saskatche-
wan election? Now, the right hon. the
leader of the Opposition (Sir Wilfrid
Laurier) is in his seat and I will repeat
what I said a few moments ago that I con-
sider an apology due me by him and the
hon. member for Edmonton for making such
unfounded charges against myself as
representing this Government in regard to
the reduction of the cement duty, and for
saying that the reduction was made on
account of political expediency. The right
hon. leader of the Opposition did not hear
me and I desire to say this to him: I
have shown to the satisfaction not only
of this side of the House, but necessarily
to the satisfaction of his own side that
unless there was a conspiracy amongst al]
the boards of trade and builders' exchanges
in Edmonton, Saskatoon and Calgary, the
Liberal press of the West and these parties

The lion. junior member for Halifax ap- whom I have mentioned ln the East. is
pears to be -critical of the Government in charge that this reduction was made eut
regard to this and here I would ask the cf consideratian for political expediency
hon. gentleman - must be branded as reckless and unfounded.

Mr. MACLEAN (Halifax): You have not Sir WILFRID LAURIER: I have only
heaoed yet; do not make any suah assertion. this te sa> that I did not make the charge,

Mr. WHITE (Leeds): I know. If my but Lt was made upen the strength cf a
hon. friend will keep perfectly quiet I wiiI letter af a supporter of the Government.
not interfere with him, but if he will inter-
rupt I will endeavour to answer him.
There was a cement shortage not and still bave a very high opinion of the
anly in the West but also du the East. I inteilectual qualities cf the leader of the
had it on the authority of a member of the Opposition and I ask hlm, in view of the
government of Prince Edward Island that documents which I have submitted te this
during the entire month of June he could fouse, whether he considers it a sufi-
now get a bar.rel of cement for which cient answer te me te say that he bases bis
he had contraeted the preceding fall in
Montral because of the great congestion cut the tariff upon cement ln two for the
which existed with regard to all classes purpose cf ifluencing the election in Sas-
-of freight. There 'las a threa-months' katcbewan on atatements in the letter cf a
congestion of freight in Montreal and there man who claimed that le was a supporter
was a shortage' of cement in Prince of this GevernmentP
Edward Island. Mr. Jones said that: I teok the matter up with Mr. Joues, the

The Government work at Brooklyn and general manager cf the Canada Cernent
Halifax, N.S., de held up for want of cernent Ccmpany, te tty and belp out the situation
and the reason ds that the Intercolonial rail- lu te West, fer whîcl action these gentie-
way is unable to supply us with cars, and the men ore tnw oriticising me. I received a
Canadian Pacifio railrway, the Grand Tronk
railway and the Canadian Northern Quebec cepv of tbe follewing letter frem Mr.
railway wiil ntt allw stheir own cars tn go Jonest
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