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ment is seeking by all appropriate means to co-operate in measures to restore
economic equilibrium. The achievement of a pattern of world trade in which
the trading nations can operate together within one single multilateral system
continues to be the ultimate aim of my government.

Since Parliament last met the International Wheat Agreement has come
into operation. The Agreement together with the other arrangements made to
dispose of our surplus agricultural products will provide additional economic
security for many of our farmers.

At home we continue to enjoy prosperity. Agricultural production generally
continues to be high. Private capital investment and employment have remained
at high levels. Relations between employers and employees have, with few
exceptions, been satisfactory.

As a result of legislation passed at the last session of Parliament, new agree-
ments with respect to old age pensions have been completed with nine of the
provinces, and increased pensions have now been made available to the aged and
the blind in those provinces. The completion of a similar agreement with the
Province of Newfoundland awaits the enactment of the required provincial
legislation.

The continued co-operation of the provinces in the implementation of the
National Health Programme has resulted in further progress being made towards
the desired objective of improved health facilities and services for the people
in all parts of Canada.

While more housing units are being built this year than ever before the
demand for housing continues. Following discussions with the governments
of the provinces your approval will be sought for legislation to broaden the
scope of the National Housing Act.

A Bill to provide for the continuance of functions now vested in the
Department of Reconstruction and Supply, including the ministerial responsi-
bility for the Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation, will be placed before
you for your approval.

You will also be asked to approve a measure to enable the government
to assist in the provision of a trans-continental highway.

The government has concluded new air agreements with the United King-
dom and the United States. The agreements provide new routes for our inter-
national air services to the United States and to the Orient, and additional
traffic stops in United States and United Kingdom territory for our present
international services on the North Atlantic, to the Caribbean and to the
South Pacific.

Measures demanding your consideration will include a Bill respecting a
National Trade Mark and True Labelling; a Bill respecting Forest Conservation;
a Bill to incorporate the Canadian Overseas Telecommunication Corporation; a
Bill respecting assistance to the shipbuilding industry and merchant shipping;
a Bill to extend the life of the Export and Import Permits Act; and Bills to
amend the Exchequer Court Act, the Industrial Development Bank Act, the
Emergency Gold Mining Assistance Act, the Prairie Farm Assistance Act, the
Customs Act, and the Veterans’ Land Act of 1942.

Members of the House of Commons:

You will be asked to make provision for the public service for the current
fiscal year. The budget resolutions introduced at the last Session of Parliament
will be submitted for your approval and the enactment of the appropriate
legislation.



