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The Press : rr . Sharp, I+a trying to get at the active areas of this reviex.

Your statements on a number of areas, notably QAS end the Co~onwealth and

our relations with the United States and presumably on NATO sound very much

like the statements of your predecessor although more crisply atated. That

seems to leave the now initiative tovarda cor=48t China and the expansion

of relations with French speaking countries of Africa as the active areas .

Is that right? Is that going to be the area of concentration for the

reviewi

Vr . Sharp : No. The mat active area of this review is our relations with

Europe .

The Press : ti+ell, what's new?

r'r . Sharp : :lell that is where we are considering the posture of our foreign

policy in particular . It is in our relations with Europe snd of course that

reacts on a great rany other parts of the world .

The Press : Do you include Russia in Europe . . . . ?

Mr . Sharp : No, I an talking here about Western Europe . We believe that we

should be looking very carefully at our bilateral arrangements with Western

;trope because we have first of all many people in this country who very close

linlcs with those countries . We believe we can cultivate closer relationships

to our mutual advantage . We are looking at NATO in this context . We are

looking at 11OiA D in the context of NATO . We are looking at our relations

with Latin Arerica in relation to the United States too .

The Fress : Do you include Great Britain in Western Europe in this context?

harp : Yes, there are not any urgent needs I do not think to change any-

thin,, about. our relations with Britain, but we are thinking mostly about

Continental s:urope where we believe that we should be cultivating much more

extensively our relations with those countries because we have razzy opportunities

for exNanding very useful contacts in the political,, and the cultural and th e

trade arcan• The main thrust of our review
will be towards our relations with Europe .


