
Our mineral economy has been further strengthened by
the union of iJerrfoundlând with Canada . As a producer of
minerals, Newfoundland, on the basis of value of output in
1948, is next to Manitoba and raell ahead of NewBrunsvrick .
The total value of'its mineral oûtput last° .year was about
16 million dollars . P.'.ineralvrise, it is best knotvn to Cânadians
for its production of •iron ore from the ti7abana deposits . rle
havé been ôbtaining this ore for our steel industry at Sydney
since 1895. 'These shipments in 1948 amounted to approximately
710,000'tons . Overseas demand for the ore .has been excep-
tionally strong and in 1948 shipments to Great Britain and
Germany reached a total of more than 1,600,000 tons . `

Newfoundland also supplies us with most of our re-
quirements of fluorspar for use in the production of aluminum .
Next to Great Britain' it is the largest producer of this -
mineral in the Empire . In addition, we obtain part of our
requirements of grinding pebbles from Ttewfoundland .

- Next in importànce to iron ore is the Idewfoundland
production of lead, zinc, and copper from the Buchans deposits .
This reâched a total valüe in 1947 of close to nine million
dollars . A f ew minerals, other than those'I have mentioned ,
are produced in sr ~..all quantities . Hor:ever, except in the
Labrador-Quebec iron region, and in limited areas elseerhere ;
r.either 21er:foundland nor Labrador has been extensively pros-
pected .

I have briefly revierred the status of the industry
with the idea of bringing to your attention the faet that the
Govern.ment is fully aware of what a sound flourishing mineral
industry r.:eans to the prosperity and economic stability of
Can^da .

Government assistance and encouragement'to the
mineral industry takes many forms : the services, for instance,
of our Geolot?ical and Topographical Surveys, and our Bureau of
I,~ines at Ottawa ; the financial assistance cre have provided in
the construction and improvement of roads into mining areas
throughout Canada ; the power development at Snare :liver in the
Tlorthrrest Territories to supply electrical enerpy to mines in
the yellowi:nife and other regions ; the various incor..e tax
concessions p,ranted as a :..eans of encouraging and speeding up
nineral development ; the bringing in of Displaced Persons to
offset the labour shortage in the mines ; and about a year ago,
the Emergency Gold biining Assistance Act and its complementary
legislation of the present session .

The development of Canada's mineral resources has
been closely associated with the exploration and settlement
of large sections of the country . The encouragement of this
develôp::ient has become increasingly prominent . Very large
areas, particularly in the north, are of value as a potential
source of mineral wealth . A uniform expansion of 'the popu-
lation into these areas is'considered particularly desirable .
In zdciition to direct assistance and participation in works
projects 3uch as construction of roads, power plants, and other
services, Parliament has passed legislation placed before it
by the Govcrnment designed to'stimulate exploration and de-
velopracnt of minerals and oil . In these concessions Canada
has probably gone farther than any other country . Sorie of
this special legislation has been in eff ect for years .

As mine production involves the f-radual exhaustion
of tho ore, a deduction is allorred in the calculating of tax-


