(f) to reaffirm the importance of the link between culture and
development for all countries, particularly for developing
countries, and to support actions undertaken nationally and
internationally to secure recognition of the true value of this
link;

(g) to give recognition to the distinctive nature of cultural activities,
goods and services as vehicles of identity, values and meaning;

(h) to reaffirm the sovereign rights of States to maintain, adopt and
implement policies and measures that they deem appropriate for
the protection and promotion of the diversity of cultural
expressions on their territory;

(i) to strengthen international cooperation and solidarity in a spirit
of partnership with a view, in particular, to enhancing the
capacities of developing countries in order to protect and
promote the diversity of cultural expressions.

Article 2
Guiding principles

L Principle of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms

Cultural diversity can be protected and promoted only if human rights
and fundamental freedoms, such as freedom of expression, information and
communication, as well as the ability of individuals to choose cultural
expressions, are guaranteed. No one may invoke the provisions of this
Convention in order to infringe human rights and fundamental freedoms as
enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights or guaranteed by
international law, or to limit the scope thereof.

Z. Principle of soverei'gnty

States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and
the principles of international law, the sovereign right to adopt measures and
policies to protect and promote the diversity of cultural expressions within their
territory. :



