There are fewer than twenty coal mining companies in Canada, operating
l::r9xiuately 480 individual mines. About 94% of ocutput s in western
Canada. Moat of the plains area mines are dedicated to local power
generation, while coal from the foothills and mountain regicns of Alber~ta
and B.C. {s mostly exrorted. Cape Breton'coal producsion is mostly used
within the proviace for power generation. During 1984, twelve comranies

accounted for 25.1 million tonnes shicred coverseas.

EX Em pGO 1\)(”4-') [C.) ) virtually

all of the ocutput from B.C. is exported, making the Province's mines

totally vulnerable to the vagaries of international marke:s.

While the 1384 weignted average foreign ownershir of all csal :rﬁducea in
Canada was only 30%, four of the eight =major expsriers (zore than

1 million tonnes each) had minority shareholding dy the cusismers for the
¢zal. In the case of several of the new nines, which were daveloped on
the %asis of contrac: prices that are now well above international
levels, price redyziions have had to bDe accepted, (n spite of ihe zine
esuily positions held by the coal buyers.

Research and development by the induystry is basically limited 3 &ining
an? process izprovezent, and is not a significant figure relative to

GDP. Ea2 use R and D is largely carried out by governmentls or by zenir-al
agencies co-funded by governments. To;él coal R & D in Canada (s

estizatad at about 340 millicn per year.

Canadtan ccals have desirable but not unique :roéer:ies in comgparison
with coal from major exportars such as the U.S., Aus:raiia ard South
hrrica: The major constraint (s the cost of the long rail haul (rom the
B.C. and AlSerta tines to tidewater., As a consequence, Canadian coals
tend tovards the uprer limits of price ranges, (n spita of eroducers'

acknowledged eff{ciency in mining and processing, and {nm the use of uni:t
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