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0Pﬁr’l-caption programs for deaf

cTé‘e Canadian Radio-Television and Tele-
: Mmunications Commission (CRTC), in
Precedent-setting decision, has given a
m(i’sr(?nto cable television company per-
grasmn- to broadcast open-caption pro-
Mming for the deaf.
Cat;lihe CRTC gave permission to Rogers
oue TV Ltd. to provide six to eight
Oan a week of programming on a special
Verter channel.
Cab(l)epen captions are decoded by the
of 1 company and printed at the bottom
€ television screen for deaf viewers.
are: Service will help people in the Toronto
ing dWh'O do not have special $350 decod-
; }fl:v1ces to decipher ““closed captions”
g are otherwise invisible on the
en,
geallt?;t of ?he programming will be
Ssist to children ‘because captioning
S the deaf with language skills and
chﬂdrfeel’, that’s most important for
€n,” said Sanderson Layng, director
.che_Deaf Television Resources Centre
1S owned by Rogers.
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Mada-Niger talks

q
nug;?: and Niger have agreed to study a
10 I of projects which will contribute
.- fconomic and social development
for 1861 in the next few years. Proposals
Vigig oe Projects were discussed during the
Niger’s Minister of Planning Brah
Qan:énane, who headed a delegation to
i 2 for the seventh annual consulta-
: Ctween Canada and Niger on devel-
Apri Nt co-operation, held in Ottawa,
il 22_26

Be :le"e. De Bané, Minister of Regional
Secre?mlc Expansion and adviser to the
Fra car}’ of State for External Affairs on
delegophcme Affairs, led the Canadian
:tloﬂ to the meetings.
Mi“ist. Mahamane also held talks with
Minister of Transport Jean-Luc Pépin,
Sreg T of State for Finance Pierre Bus-
Busmeand Minister of State for Small
Vige ,SSS Charles Lapointe. In addition,
Wit 'Mlnister of Planning also met
Wiy, Ictrcel Massé, President of the Can-
(Cppy . \Mernational Development Agency

Under‘sa“d Michel de Goumois, Deputy
Affairs CCretary of State for External

help expand and develop relations be-
tween Canada and Niger, both bilaterally
and multilaterally.

During the consultation on develop-
ment assistance, the Canadian and Niger
delegations examined projects already
under way and discussed directions for
future operations, focusing on three
priorities: food self-sufficiency, the search
for economic independence and the
establishment of a developing society.
The parties agreed to study projects in
the agricultural, environmental and energy
sectors. The Canadian representatives
assured the Niger delegation that Canada
would co-operate to help implement the
studies.

Mr. Mahamane and the Niger delega-
tion also visited the Salon de la Femme in
Montreal where CIDA was hosting an
exhibit of women in the Third World;
Niger was one of the countries featured
in this year’s program.

Swiss minister makes visit

The head of the federal Department of
Foreign Affairs of Switzerland Pierre
Aubert made a visit to Canada, April 25
to May 2, at the invitation of Secretary
of State for External Affairs Mark
MacGuigan. :

The meetings between the two foreign
ministers focused on a number of bi-
lateral and international questions of
mutual interest including East-West rela-
tions and the Madrid Conference on
Security and Co-operation in Europe.

Governor-General Edward Schreyer (right)
speaks with Swiss head of the federal De-
partment of Foreign Affairs Pierre Aubert.

The question of Canada’s embargo on
uranium shipments to Switzerland was
also discussed. Since 1977, Canada has
not allowed uranium to be shipped to
Switzerland because of that country’s
refusal to provide guarantees required by
Canada from all buyers of Canadian
nuclear material and equipment.

During his visit to Ottawa, Mr. Aubert
was received by Governor-General Ed-
ward Schreyer and met with Justice
Minister Jean Chrétien.

The Swiss minister also opened ““The
Swiss Weeks” exhibition in Toronto and
addressed the Swiss-Canadian Chamber of
Commerce in that city. Mr. Aubert also
spoke before the Swiss-Chamber of Com-
merce during a visit to Montreal.

Manpower shortages in mining

The federal government recently signed
two agreements designed to help over-
come a shortage of skilled workers in the
mining industry.

Employment and Immigration Minister
Lloyd Axworthy and Minister of State
for Mines Judy Erola signed agreements
with the Mining Association of Canada
and the Coal Association of Canada.

The agreement with the Mining Asso-
ciation was the first on human resources
planning with a major industrial associa-
tion. Under the agreement the association
will be linked with the National Job Bank
of the Canada Employment and Immigra-
tion Commission (CEIC). The bank, which
opened last November, is a nation-wide
telephone computer hook-up for the
rapid matching of workers and jobs. The
bank will allow the industry to take ad-
vantage of mobility assistance to locate
employees in areas where jobs are located.

Besides helping skilled workers move
to jobs, the agreement with the Mining
Association also provides for assistance to
mining firms in forecasting occupational
demand and supply, wage rates and work-
ing conditions, availability of public
labour market programs and utilization
of non-traditional labour forces.

The agreement with the Coal Associa-
tion of Canada establishes a framework
leading to a survey and projection of em-
ployment requirements in the coal
industry, and provides training in high-
demand occupations. Under the agree-
ment, the association will advise its mem-
bers and the CEIC on ways to resolve
manpower imbalances in the industry.
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