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indeed any exists, is the fact thai teachers fait ta study
tbe requiremonts of their pupils and attempt Io force
upon themn parts of a course which are beyond thoir
mental capacities. It is the child that is ta be taught,
educated, doveloped, trained. The course of study is
only tbe means agreed upon by the hesi oeIucationistq
as best suited ta bring about that developmnent. In the
hands of competent toachers and a judicious principal
and scbool board there is no reasan why the présent
course, subject ta revision from time ta time, should uaLt
meot fully the requiromenis o'f aur schools.

The high school course of sîudy on the wholo is only
fairly satisfactory. lu is pressing bard 'on many schools.
lu sbould receive a thorougb revisian and for ibis pur-
pose the superintendent should have associâted with
bim a carnmittee of higb school teacbers selected for
the purpase. The abject boforo such a committee sbould
be iboroughness of work rather iban oxtent of work.

.A greator difficulty than the course of siudy is tbe
way the course is carriod oui. The groat pressure
brougbt by parents ta have thoir children pass the bigb
school examinatians eacli yoar bas in many places forced
teacbers largely ta leave ofif teacbing and resart to
"lcoacbing" for examinatian purposes. Trustees and
teachers sbould be given more freedom ta carry oui tbe
course of suudy according ta the requirements of iboir
particular scbools. A9 adj ustmoni of the course ta suit
the local conditions would do vory mucb ta rolieve ibis
pressure. It is impossible ta do ibis so long as teachers
are roquirod ta get up a certain amaunt of work on a
certain order of subjects oach year, -irrespecti ve of ability
of students or local conditions.

Instead of making ail the bigb sebools conform ta
the saine course of study in each particular grade and
even in eacb subjeci of the grade, loi the scbool author-
ities administer the course as a whole and be judgod on
tbe resuli of their finished work. For ibis reasan the
IlD " and the IlC " examinations of higb scboal siud-
ents should be abandoned oxcepi for teachers' licenses,
and the "lB " examinations shoul, d be made broad,.
ihorough 'and searcing-a leaving examination tbe
certificatos of whicb would ho of value ta the boider as
a proof of thorough high scboal scholarship.

Mr. Campbell, strongly recommeiided the abolishing
of the 'ID" examination even for ieacbers' licensos.
Oui of 1545 candidates for IlD " scholarship only 25
licenses of 'ID" "1provisianal" were issued. A,1l the
others were on scb.olarship higher ihan IlD " and ihese
were issuod chiefly in counties wbero ibero is fia scarcitv
of teachers. .The money sponu yearly an theso examin-
ations would do mucli ta belp in secu ring botter teachers
for the schools.

Examinations in the bands-of the teachor and be-
twoen teacher and pupils are a very valuable part of
educatianal work. They are a siock-taking of ibo result
of a particular period of work. They show the teacher
how far tho lessons of the poriod learned, part hy part,
have been masterod as a whole. They show the teacher
the weakness in his rnethods of dealing with the pupil,
and wbierein lie bas failed ta grasp the work of tbe
period. Wben the teacher is also tbe examiner the
benefit of proper examinations can scarcely be over-esti-
rnated. Examination by. ouiside examiners serve fia

purpose in education. Theydcraw the attention tram the
true. aims Of education and reduce the teacher ta a
Ilcoach." They sbould be avoided except wbere a uni-
formn certificate is necesqary, as for teacber's license or
college enirance.

Ini the course of his remarks Principal Campbell
explained that hie bad sent circulars ta S'everal high
sohool teachers asking their opinion relative ta the
course of study and thai the answers were sô diverse as
to netflralize each other and leave the course practically
in its present form. Tbey wauld, however, ail, or nearly
ail], prefer ta examine their own pupils.

Principal Soloan would have aur present high stand-
ard mainiained. Our echools are daing as good wark as
those of Germany or France-aur rural achools are
mucb beiter than iheirs. Those wha find aur "lB "
course ioo difficuli @bould devote t,%o years ta it. If
the teachers give sufficieni attention ta general priri-
ciples the pupils will flot find the wark taa difficult. A
botter foundation laid in the comman schools tbraugb
ail the grades is the great desideratum. An examina-
tion in 1-B " only might bave ta include chemistry,
botany, book-keeping, drawing, etc., t3ubjecta now dis-
disposed of in the other grades.

Principal -Maclellan @bowed that teachers in self-
defence were viriually obliged ta prépare as many pupils
as possible ta pass the examinatians successfully, and
ihat awin. to local conditions in different sections it
was impossible, ta institute fair comparisans. lie wauld
have less reading in the foreign languages ini order that
grammatical principles migbt receive more attention.
Not easier work is wanted, but tbe candiiions favar-
able to more iborougb work.

Mr. Smitb, of New Glasgow, showed that by drap-
ping IlD " "and "lC " examinations a vast*majarity of
aur pupils would lose a valuable stimulus which they
now possess; that if the "lB " examination was the
only onie it would have to include the whale wurk of
three years in ail the subjecis, and therefore neoessitate
a review in 'the ihird year, wbicb would lead ta much
more pressure than the present systemn ; and that if the
teachern' examinations were flot supplèmented and ver-
ified by the provincial examinàtions a local pressure for
the grading of unfit pupils would be exertéd that only
the strongest teachers could witbstand. If such an
examination' did noi include aIl the subjecta and the'
whole work thon it would lead 'ta the utier neglect of
sucb subjects as it did not include.

He thoughi the course included toa much wark in
science and -matbematics. Practical experiments re-
quired muchtime.

At the closing session on Thursday the usual voates
af thanks were passed. A resolution was maved, re-
commending'among aiber tbings an advisory committee
on the course of study, and tbat examinatiuns far non-
professional, certificates of grades fiD " and IlOC" bo
discontinued.'

It was pointed aut thai sucb a resolutian might nat
bo advisable in view af Regulatian 132 whioh requirel
ihaIl "aIl questions and discussions fareign ta the prac-
tical wark of teaching are ta be strictly avoided," and
ihai in any cèase it would be impraper ta pase such a
resalution without trne for discussion. The7 were


