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Cuar. IV.—Av Te Great Breacir.

Ir we could have remained in charge of the
il-well, with Irost’s tact and experience to
uide us, we might have calmed the popular ex-
itlement and opened a successlul industry ; bat
ow came the message from Lec Wung tocome
o Kai-Fong Yoo, on the Yellow River, at the
arliest possible momert,

Prost surmised that Wo Hei Ieng and our
ttle mandarin had been authorized by the Em-
ror to attempt the re-channelling of the river,
lore than half of the entire province of Honan
ad now been under water for more than a
car. Sixty thousand men were working for
o imperial government on the embankments,

nr services were in requisition on a grand
Wcale, perhaps, and we were cager lor the work,
h spite of owr petroleun fever in Sz’chuen.

ckin treasury,” said Frost, ‘‘ he is sure to pull

f we do not come in for a share of it.”
ll Owr engine must be replaced in the launch,
B ud the boat supplied with coal, This work
Mook unto three o'clock the next afternoon.
§'rost directed that operations at the salt-wells
Ehould go on as usual, under the Chinese fore-
wn.  The oil-well we left securely ** capped,”
we supposcd.
Toward evening we steamed into the Yang-
sze, now at flood, with a current averaging six
Miles an hour, and shot through the gorges at
2 rapid rate, We weve all three in high spirits,
or we could not foresee to what scenes of peril
gnd death we were hastening, nor that one of
®ur number would never return.
i At Chin-Kiang we entered the Yuan-Ho, ov
@rand Canal, which connects the Yang-tsze and
BHoang Ho, and steamed to Tai Io, where we
@vere met by Sun Che Lo, a good-hearted

‘hinese youth, the nephew of Wo Hei Feng.
W 1c had come down with instructions for us to
Report to his uncle and Lee Wung at Kai-I'ong
;00 the capital of the Province of Honan.
With these two mandarins were six other
hingse-Tartars, high in government favor,
dvith nearly a score of foreign engineers, mostly
‘ lll)glis]}, who looked upon Wright and me as
* boys.”
B We all went up to the place known as the
treat Breach, forty miles above Kai-I'ong Foo.
Vo Hei Feng and his staff of engineers were on
board a small government steamer, and Lee
Vung in his own launch with Frost, Wright
Bl mysel{. The object which it was desired
o accomplish was the holding of the river to
ts old bef}l), in which it had Hlowed previous to
klie inundation of the ycar before, by rebuilding
the levees. Sixty thousand men were already
v work,
Five hundred miles from the sea the Hoang
Ho River enters an alluvial plain formed by the
ccumnulations of mud which through countless
ges the great stream itself has brought down.
s in the'case of the Mississippi, the constant
leposit of mud upon the bottom of the river,
hore slowly flowing here, builds up its bed
ising it higher than the adjacent level, an
nlusing it to seck a new bed on one side or the
bther.

§ ' If our little man gets his long nails into the

t a million or so of tuels, and it will go hard |

This process went on without much hayrm so
long as the river was wnrestrained ; but the
dense population and the fertility of the land
led, many centuries ago, to attempts to keep
the stream within bounds, by means of dikes,
or levees. These now only aggravated the cvil.

At intervals the Hoang Ho has burst these
artificial banks, and sought an entirely new
course to the sea, carrying destruction through
a country which had Decome a vast cultivated
garden, sweeping away hundreds of towns and
villages, and drowning people by handreds of
thousands.

The higher and stronger the river dikes have
been raised and the longer the waters have
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been held to one bed, the more frightful has
been the ultimate catastrophe. At last the
Hoang Ho has come to bear among the people
the tragic name of ** the sorrow of China.”

In September, 1557, after an unusually wet
season. the Hoang Ho's waters broke the south
side embankments at a point forty miles above
Kai-I'ong Foo. At that very time over twelve
thousand men, in gangs of a hundred or more,
stationed within a few hundred yards of each
other, were at work strengthening the dike. So
sudden and so violent was the irmption of the
stream that over five thousand of them were
overwhelmed in their flight.

The land to the southward of the stream at




